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Topic One |
Background to the
study of Church

ast year in Grade 9, we studied a unit on :
the history of the Church. We leamnt about  What does it mean to be Chuirch?

many famous people and events. Are young people interested in being Church?
What was the experience of Church for the early

= ® B & ®m oD B @ B 8 B F B OB W Christians? What iz our cxperience?

» = What kind of problems did they face?

.check your memory ! What kind of problems do we face?

R R What is fundamentalism in 2 Church?

RATR TR A s A TeTwTe g —a—aaTw=ay  What docs my local Church do?
What are some ways of deseribing the Church?

I
== 1

| What Aposile spent his last years in the
- city of Ephesus?

7 MName 2 early martyrs of the Church.

*  Who was the first martyr? -

£ What arc monasteries?

= Name one person whe founded

L  Monasteries,

. Who was the first Emperor o

. legalize Christianity?

Tell the story of St Francis.

Who founded the Lutheran church?
What was the cause of the disagreement

We hope you will enjoy learning and thinking

about these questions and come to understand and

love being Church as well as deepening vour

understanding of the great mission we are given as
- members of Jesus® Church.

Voo Pl o w1 Mo Ve Y W Mt Tt

T- he dictionary describes the word Church as
MmEEning

*  a building for public Christian worship

]
LT

" between Henry V111 and the Pope? : * areligious service in this building
R z ® the whole group of those who believe in Jesus,
I s person did Henry have : : :
5 executed? ;.l or part of this whole group.
v WHri were the first priests 1o come to II Make ap 3 sentences using the word Church in
o - . ‘? i
: work in Melanesia? i rhese 3 different ways.

3

e 1 L N . -\..'—'E'—d'—_'l;'_'l:'_..‘.'—'lr | When the word Church i5 pzed in thiz hi.'}ﬂlti it will

; usually mean the whole group of people who

Write the answers in your book. Draw a star in believe in Jesus. Especially it will mean the

your book if you got 7 OF MOFE ANSWETS COmeet  community of believers who are trving as best they

out of 19l can 10 become like Jesus, who have Jesus as their
hiead and the Spint as their guide.

i
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';'- Reflection: s there anything that 1 did today 3:',

i that'shows | am trving to be maore like Jesus? s

: L (1F 1 want to be like Jesus, 1 have 1o practice |
in this book we are not poing to look =t the |t doing *Jesus’ things, so that they become a habit I
HISTORY of the Church, instead we are going | - for me. | cannot just sit back and HOPE I'll be [
0 Iy to answer questions like: d i like Jesus)! ]
»
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© We studied the story of the Church

first, as a reminder 1o us that without
those who have gone before us we
wiould nol even know Josus.

St. Cyprian said “We cannot have
(God as our Father, without having
the Church 35 our Mother™.

In other words, we would not even
know Ciod 35 our foving Father, if it
were not for the Church and for the
striptures which were produced by
the early Church communitics.

The people of the early Church trea-
sured Paul’s letters and those of the
Apostles and kept them. :
The evangelists wrote for their own
comnmumities and also for those who
would follow. It is the jeb of the
Church to continue to guard the
memory of Christ's words, and to
pass them on from generation to
generation.

It 15 also through the Church that we
receive faith and new life n Christ
by Baptism. We can truly say that
we meet Jesus today because he was
real in the lives of those who went

before us, those who made up the

Church, up to our own day.

In the same way our language and
clistoms have been passed on to us

- by those who [ived them.

If owr cusioms were orly writlen
about in a book and not Iived by a
comnmmily, then they would pe
dead customs. They can also be
dead” if they are only used on g
Jew occasions and especially if
most people are spectalors of
these events instead of really par-
ticipating in them. We cam see
parts of our cidiure dying becouse
of this problem.

Religion is dead too, if it s only
words im a book and not part of
people’s lives. It is dead if people
are just spectators and not really
participating in the life of the
Church. s
We know Jesus, becavse of thoge
who have pone before us, people
who were not *spectators” but who
truly participated in the life of the
Church.

Future generations will learn both
abouot Jesus and how the Church
grew and developed n owr period
because of the way we live Churc
today. 5

f P

Imagine you are living ih the
vear 3,
MName 3 changes there might be
in your arca.
Mame 3} changes there might be
in the Church i your area.

. What change would you most
like 1o see?
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Knowing that we are part of the
story of the Church is both a bit
frightemng and also a bit exciting.
It may be frightening to think of
the responsibility we have.

But it is exciting to know that we
can contribute to keeping our com-
munity alive and strong.

This is the job that Jesws gives us
to do,

Are we ready? {;ﬁ—*z

Are we willing?
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;awhat young .-
people thlnk“’?
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Da we really want to belong to the community
of those who belisve in Jesus?

For us youny people, what do we really think? - [

Is refigion and being Church impartant for us?
Some of us do not go fo Mass. Does this mean
we do not believe in Jesus or talk 1o him?*
Recently & survey of young people in Papua’
New Guinea was cartied out by the Melanesian
Imstitute.

It asked voung people whether they helicved in -

fesus or preferred traditionzl beliefs, whether

they prayed privasehy, whether they wanted

Church schools and mamy other things abowm

religion.

The results of the survey showed that young

people in Papua New Guinea today are young

people

" whny beliewve in Christ and

= who want to worship God and experience
the presence of Jesus and the presence of
his Spiril ine their hves,

= Most of the young people said that reli-
Eion is important to them.

) They said they prayed to God in their
hearis and

= . many also said they belonged to a Church
and prayed with this group.

Do these results sirprise you? Or are they

what pou expected?
Write the answer in your book.

ride ST CTETTET GATTR & A A & &CTE O

< *
% Uo 3 survey of a group of young people, ->;
& perhaps those in another class. g
-‘L Work out 4 or 5 questions with your 1eacheror |
i your group, and see what you discover. "ii
£ Efx ¢ EL
. s religion important to thess young people? A
I Do they believe in Jesus? i
¥ Do they want o belong to 2 Church?
< When do they usually pray? &
L VS S

Many of the voung people also said ﬂia_t.ﬁ.m}-_
belonged to youth groups. They said they found
these groups and the fricpds found in them of
great assistance in helping them to cope with a
rapidly changing world.

Many of the young people said thar althongh
they love and respect their parents, their parents
do not realty understand what it is like for them,
grovwing up in todav's world,

They sand they dependeid on their friends for this
kind of understanding. They also ssid their
[nends influenced their spiritual hife.

Their Iriends nfluenced the religious groups
they joined. Many young people in the survey
also gand that they wished they had been given
more instruction in school about differenl types
of religions groups.

This book aims to give you some guidelines in
this area, but before we deal with other groups,
we are poing to look at our own call o be
Chureh. To do this we need to look, not.at the
Church’s history, but ar its very purpose and
meaning. This purpose and meaning is found in
z book called

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES,

We will look at this book to see how and what
the carly Chorch lived and believed, We can
alzo think abomt whether we are faithful to
Jesus’ words and the early purposc and meaning
of living as Church.

As we do thes, we can remember all those who
suffercd so that the true message of Jesus would

be passed on to us and consider how we can best
pass on this treaswres 10 those whi come sfrer us.




pic Two

The Acts of the Apostle

Find stories ©

Look at the book of ACTS

maich (hese pictures. (L :.
Give the reference. : :
w
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Evervbody loves to listen to stories and rell |
storigs, We do it ncarly eveny day of our lives.
Perhaps someone told you a story this morming
when vou were doing work parade. Often
when we start work  we meally try hard, but
when soimeone starts telling a story. we can’t
regist and we stop working!

Tell a story that has divtracted you lately.

Families teli stories as a way of recalling
happy memornies or o teach what 15 important,
“or simply because they are funny stories!
Share one of your family stories.

Th.l?‘-f“smil:r' of the Church also told stories, in fact
the book of Acts is full of all sorts of exciting and
interesting stories.

Look ar the firss 15 chapters of Acts and read
alowd all the headings. Write down the seven
headings you think contain the most imporiant
stories of the Church's beginiings, Choose one
heading and write a paragraph about it in Yot
bowk,

Do you krnow the story of your own Church in
your village? Who first brought the Good News?
Do you know the names of the first peaple in the
village who became Bellevers in Jesus? What
kind of problems do you think they would kave

_ﬁrre.:?‘.-"'

Acts is really interesting and helpful to us because
often the stories recounted there and the pictures
of peoplec we have there, are closer to our oWwn
experience of life than even the great stories of
the gospel.

Find a story in Acts where you wanf fo
symparhize with the early Christians,

Omne reason we feel like this is because we are

- Christians ourselves, and we also find ourselves

in stmilar circumstances.

We can appreciate the carly Christians’ struggle
with ordinary life as a community in a secular
world, because that is our situation as well.



The progress of faith in their own lives and the
world they [ived in, was sometimes discouraging
for them, the same as it is for us.

The “invisibility” of the things we believe, makes it
difficult for us 10 persevers as it was difficult for
them. -

Write down in your book, one thing you find kard
about being a Christian foday.

Yet Acts assurcs us that akthough we will not
always have easy sailing. we will reach the har-
bour.

Acts also enables us to appreciate the way God is
acling in our lives through the SpiriL Sometimes
Acts is even called the “Acts of the Holy Spint’
* becausc of its emphasis on God's power.

In Acts there are good sermons that summarize the
main teachings of our faith. These helped people in
the first century and they can still help us today.
About one guarter of Acts is filled with sermons or
speeches.

- Find ome of these sermons. Capy it inte. vour
Beverk.
Think aboat some speech duys you have been to
af Primary or Secondary school.
Witat is the same abowut them all?
What i different abourt each Speech Day?
Daes the schoal report include every single thing
that happened during the year?
How do people sefect what fo pur in?
Look ar the Speech you farve copied from Acts.
s there anything similar in if that matcher some-
thing you eard af your last School Speech Day?

In Acts, apart from the speeches, and even in the
speeches, we learn

*  how the early church prayed,
®  whail values it held,

*  how il irealed those who wens poor.

L T S S B S S R e e i a o
B -
% Read the first seven chapters of the Book of :IL:
| Acts Purthe heading “The Farly Church’. |
i Undernesth the heading draw three columns. I
= Al the top of the first column write Prayer. i'*'
& Inthe second colemn wrile Values. :L

in the third column write Treatment of the Poor. I
* Mow from the seven chapters vou have read, find T
«  at beast 2 examples for each column. ;:,
-.' :i-!
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51 Luke i= often pictured as
an OX becanse he bepms his
Gospel with Zachary offering
sacrifice in the temple. See if
you can find one of these
pictures and copy it

5T. LUKE

The person who wrote the book of Acts was
St. Luke.

No other New Testament writer has given us
so much matenal and so much understanding
of the carly Church,

ilis Gospel together with the Acts, is about
one quarter of the whole New Testament,
more than all 5. Paals letters or 'S4 John's
writings.

Luke's first book, his Gospel, shows us Jesus
who lives in greal intimacy and dialogue with
God his Father, He shows us Jesus concerned
for all: men, women, children, rich and poor.
the just and sinners, fellow Jews and strangers.
Luke tells us that if Jesus had any preference, -
it was for those who suffer. the poor, the
humble, and the discouraged. Luke shows that
Jesus willingly entered people’s homes, spoke
with them, allowed them to touch him, and ate
with them. He shows that Jesus never gave up
preaching aboul his Father.

In Luke’s follow-on book., “Acts™ he shows
Jesus® followers doing the same kind of things.
Jesus wasnt a politician or a lawyer, he didn't
own a home or a business, he never married,
he never even travelled to far away countries.

Y¥et his person and his message have affected
the world as no other person before or since.
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Crur country is far away from Israel and we hive
mors than 2000 yvears after Jesus.
Yei listen to what some Grade 10% say about
what Jesus means to them:
Ava:  Jesus is the most important person in
my life.
Esther: Jesus is like a brother to me. He

. hears my nceds and he is also my

Savioar.

Vakiz  Jesus is the only special friend that
is able to tcach us and show us the
way Lo live,
Through Jesus 1 find happiness and

meacc.

o — _'E—q—'u;—\q_=1q_.ll_l
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Think zbout what Jesus means to you.
Writc ope or two sentences 1 your
bock. Share with a friend.

T‘ﬂ"'_ﬂ'_ _a __ﬁ'—':b
e e

Eerees =

e AL e e e e e

Luke tells us abowt Jesus in his Gospel, but he
alza tellz us in his Gospel. how the Church was
called (5:1-11. 6:12) and formed (7:50) and
commissioned (% 1-5).

Leke, like the other pospel writers, says that
crowds came together at Jesus' armival at a place,
and that they accompanied Him on his journeys.
BUT Luke also tells us thal Jesus avoided a
large public following, and from the begmning,
gathered around himsell only a small group of
disciples. Luke also tells us that these disciples
were chosen after a night spent in prayer. Jesus
instrected them carefully, and even pave them
practice at preaching in the towns and villages
of Palestine. Among the disciples, Jesus pave
Peter in particular, the job of leading and
protecting those who would accepd his messape
of salvation. To Peter and the Twelve, Jesus
promised the special assistance of the Holy
Spirit. He made them responsible for camying
an s work of salvation.

Read Luke 24:43-51. Copy these verses infu
your book Underline the semfence that you
fike the muost

It 15 the special promisc of the Holy Spirit that
gives us the courage to continue the “Acts’ of
the Aposthes and early Christians.

e e e e ]
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We know that if Jesus’ message just depended on
ns alone, then very soon it would be forgutten.
But Jesus did not leave us alone.

He promised fo he with us always, and lo send
his Spirit w us. The story of the coming of the
&Spirt 15 in Acts,

We owe a big debt of pratitude to St Luke for
telling us the story of Pentecost and for showing
us i the Acts of the Apostles, how truly the
Spiril was with the earfy Church.

Thank you 5t Luke!

Luke tells us it was the Spirit who filled the
Apusiles and gave them the courage to be lrue
leaders.

It was (he Spirit who gave the maryrs the
courage to suffer and stay truc to what they
believed.

Luke assures us that the Spirit is with us too, and
will fill uz cven more if we invite him into our
lives. 1t is the Spirit who will help us and give us
courage in all our hard times.

Cer

%
%

W'rile dhown an cxporicnoe you have had of Ercing
a leader at schonl - cither for work parade, or
sport or & sudent leader,

How did you feel about this experience?

What do vou like about being a leader?

What do wou dislike?

How do you think God™s Holy Spirit can help
vou to carmy oul your leadership role maorc
Farhfully?

1 S p— P P LS
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Since the coming of the Holy Spirit is so
mportant io the life of the Church, ket us look
more closcly at the story of Pentecosl.

Luske’s picture of Pentecost is full of symbols.
It commences with a very vivid picture:

"Suddenly they heard what sounded like
a powerful wind from heaven, the noise
of which filled the entire house in which
they were sitting, and something ap-
peared to them that seemed like tongues
of fire; these separated and came fo
rest on the head of each of them’.

The Holy Spirit of course 15 neither wind nor
tomgues of fire. He cannot be seen with Burman
eyes or heard with human ears,

Many writers use symbols and images to get a
rd -
messase across, and Luke 15 one of them,

in the next column there 15 a poem which also
uses Images to gel 4 message across.

Luke uses images such as fire and wind.

LTS poet uses images like “whon tishes flew’
and “forests walked”

These are interesting images to think about, but
they arc not just there for their beaoty or excite-
friegsl.

They are there to make ws think about the
meaning of the poem.

* Read the pocm and try to answer the
questions underneath.

‘When fishes flew and foresis walked

And figs grew upon thorn,
Some moment when the moon was blood
Then savely T was borm;

With monsirous head and sickening cry
And ears like errant wings,

The dewil's walking porody

O all fpur-footed things.

The tattered oulaw of the carth,

O ancienl crimked will;

Ntarve, scourge, deride me: T um dumb,
I keep my secred stilll

Fools! For I alse had my houar;
e far fierce hoar and sweer;
There was a xhour about my eqrs,
And palms beneath my feet.”
- {x. K., Chesterton.

Questions:

Think of a gospel story where palms are
mentioncd.

What animal had palms beneath its feet?
Who was nding this ammal?

What aremal 15 (he poem about?

Wc don’t have donkeys in Papua New
Guinea bul 1 counircs where they live,
domkeys are considered 1o be rather ugly. As
well, they are known to be very stubbom,
What line tells us the donkey is stubborn?
Read the first verse. Could the images in the
first verse be taken literally?

Why is the time of the donkey’s creation




2
seen in this type of mmage? (The second verse
gives the answer)

The third verse highlights the characteristics
of the donkey and sugpests that there is a
hidden meaning for the sort of ammal he 15.

What are the donkey’s characteristics?
The last verse gives the reason.

What is the donkey’s scoret?

Do you think this is a good secrel?

In a similar way, the picture given by Luke is symbolic of the events of Pentecost.

After Pentecost, the Apostles were filled with a new power, which Luke tried to symbolize
n the words and images he used,

Read the Pentecost story again. Explain the meaning the words and symbols writien below

have for you.
What do you think they meant for Luke?

suddenly TONGUES mrﬁll
wind fire filled the entire house

from ﬁmueu NOIJE _ each




Topic Three

Life In The Early Church

Read the following extracts from the Acts of the Apostles and write down in your exercise book,
some of the ways people lived in the early Church.

 Acts of the Apostles " Description of how people lived

Acts X 14 . e L TR e
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The descriptions we have looked at all came from the first 7 chapters of Acts.

. Chapters 8 to 12 of Acts describe how, at first because of persecution, Christianity spread into Judea
(the Province next to Jerusalem) and then Samaria (where people belonging to a despised ememy
" nafion were welcomed into the church). '




In our country there is a lot of rivalry in some places, between
people of different provinces, and even heiwesn different
peoples in the same province. The fact thet the Christian Jews
could welcome the Samaritans into the Church shows how
decply the message of Jesus had come info their lives.

This same message has to come into our lives.

Jesus asks us to forgive our encmies, aad this is something
that we find very hard 1o do. When somebody says something
against w5, we want to pay them back.

It is much worse when people actually do something to ws,
especially if it is something very serious ez kill 2 member of
our Tarmily.

Somelinws we just disiike people because they are different.

For the Christian Jews, welcoming the Samaritans was not
just someting nothing. The Samaritans were outcasts as far
as Jews were concemed, {Owfeasts were people who were
“cast out” «f Jewish society). There were strict rales about not
touching oucasts and not speaking to them.
This rule was there because there was a strong shared hatred
between Jevs and Samartans. The reasons for this hatred
were both rligious and political.
It is imporint to understand the big step that the carly
Christians made in acccpting the Samantans, so thal we loo
can be challeged o fove our enemies.
If the JewishChristians could do it,

arely the PNG/S] Chnstians can too!

What was the problem?

The haired bicwesn the Samanitans 2nd Jews went ail the way
neck o the me when the Kingdom of feron was owvermun b

the Assyrians, and when many of
the people were deported.

Those lefl were the pooter ones,
and without their leaders, many
intermarried with non-Jews and
even accepied the worship of other
gods.

At the time of the retumm of the
exiles of the southern kingdom, the
Samaritans {originally from the
Worth) offered to help in the
rebuilding of the Temple in

. Jerusalem. After all, they had once

been one kingdom, under a famous
king.
Who was thiy king?

Hul the Jews refuscd to have
anyihing to do with these people
who had not been in exile. and who
had not kepi the Jewish Law. They
actually hated them more than they
did the pagans and they treated
them as both foreigners and
eretics.

The Samaritans were insulted.
After all it was not their [ault that
only some had been deported. They
began o fight the newcomers. The
returning Jews had sech trouble
with  their . neighbours  that
Mehemiah (4:17-18) reports

“Those who carried  building
materials worked with one hand,
and kept a weapon in the other, and
gveryone who was building kept 8°
sword steapped to their waist’.

In the end the Samartans decided to
build a temple of their own on
Mount Gerizim to rival the Temple
of the Jews in Jerusalem. :

This did not solve the ﬁmbl&:m.

. Instead it srarfed a continuoyus angu-

ment between the Jews amd the
Samaritans as to which was the
proper place for worship.

The Mount Gerizim iemple was
destroved by the Jews in [28 BUE.
{ Sull todav the Samaritans go up to
M. Gerazim to celebrate  the
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Passover but there is no temple there). Shortly before the
Passover Feast in about & BCE the Temple of Jerusalem was
spoill by some Ssmaritans who threw human remains into the
sanctuary of holy place. This was a very preat insull

When their own temple was desiroyed, some Samaritans used to
worship in the Jerusalem temple. Bul after this insult, all the
Samaritans were excluded from worshipping in the Jerusalem
Temple.

Do pou think this way the end of the problem between the Jews
and the Samaritans?

SAMARIR 37

15

In the same way, we have
relationships in our lives that are
broken and that should be one.
Perhaps these are relationships
between clans, betwesn families,
or even within a famely. These
rclationships arc important to us
and it 15 very sad when they arc
proken.

Do you know of any groups in

: Jour gwn place that have a long

Mo, of course not. Our own experience Lells us that this would not,

be the end. An historian of Jesus' time, Josephus, ells us that the
Samaritans used o set ambushes for pilarims travelling through
Sarmaria to celebrate the feasts in Jerusalem,

In the Gospel of Luke there is a story of a Samaritan village |

where the peaple refused to receive Jesus because he was going
to Serusalam. (LK 9:52)

Read this story.

What two Apostles were angry with the Sumoritans in this
story? Wher did they want to do?

We can see then that the relationship between the Jews and the
Samaritans was nol good and went & very long way hack into the
past. This was sad, because in the time of King Solomon, both the
Morth and the South had been one Kingdom of Tsmael.

As well, the district of Samaria waz a sacred and histbric place,
famous in the tme of the Patriarchs and the Judges. It was
important 2o the Jews. [t was the place where Jacob had given
land to Joseph, it was the placc where Juseph was buoried and
where Jacoh s well was siuated.

history of being enemies?
Share with a friemd

Has Christignity made any
difference fo these groups?

What was the aim of these who
Were persecufing the Christigns
in Jeruvalem and Judea?

Da pou think they
successfid in their aim?

Were

Think of a broken relationship
in your own life.

Mame the reasons the problem
happened.

What do you think would be a
goad way fe sofve this problem?
Is there something you can do
to mend this relationship?
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After we have heard about these former
enemies becoming part of the Church, the next
part of Acts talks about Saul and about Peter.
Saul’s dramatic conversion on the way to
Bramascus (Acts Chapter 9), is followed by the
story of how Peter learnt that the Good MNews
was for all nations, not only Jews.

Read the story of Saul's conversion.

Why da you think it is called *dramatic’?

Act I out ax a drama.

Find the story in Acts Chapter 18, of how
Peter divcovered that the Good News is for
gveryone. Which of these two sfories do you
like the best?

The rest of the Book of Acts tells of the
missionary work of Paul and his [ellow
workers, his journcys in the Mediterrancan
“world, his trials and his imprisonment in Rome
(Chapters | 3-28)

Copy a map of the Mediterranean world from
your Bible and mark in 10 towns or provinces
mientioned in Chapters 13 fo 28,

It is important4o remember that the deeds or
arcts that Luke talks about are the acts of ALL
apostles.

Luke saw clearly that owr time, that is, the
time of the Church, 5 different from

# the time of Israel (the preparation of the
chosen people),

e and it is also different from the time of the
historical life of Jesus.

We do not live in the

past.
Our work 15 here,
and it 15 MOW,

P

Copy the paragraph below:

Today s apostles are all of ux who, because af
oir baptism, have been sent by God to bear
witmess to and continue the saving work of
Fesus,

F A I C I R . T '

= Acts: 11 10-11 They still had their cyes fixed oo =

. the sky as he went away, when two men dressed -
in white suddenly siood beside them and said:
“Galileans, why are you standing there leoking wp
% al the sky™ M
+ Wame atime you just *stared at the sky” instead of =
+ getting on with the job of being a Christan.

a

= =
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Whether or nat we become good apostles of Jesus
really depends on what our fricndship with Jesus
is like. A story is told that when Jesus ascended
into heaven, the angel Gabriel was shocked to sec
his terrible wounds:

‘Lord,’ said Gabriel,

‘do all the people know

how much you have suffered for them
and how much you love them?'

'Oh no,' said Jesus,

‘only just a few in Palestine.

But I'm not worried, they will tell the
rest.’

'Are you sure,' asked Gabriel, who was
pery worried.

'Dﬂ!?u have a back-up plan, just In
caser

‘Tve thought about that,' answered
Jesus,

‘but I've decided against a back-up
plan. :

This is my only plan.

I'm counting on my friends".

Today, 2000 yesrs later, Jesus still has no other
plan, He is still counting on his friends nol to let
him down.

'~ are you

esus' friend




Problems in the early Church.
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If we only concentrate on certain
parts of Acts, it would seem that the
eariy Church had no problems at all.
People were reconciled with cach
other, they forgave each other, they
shared what they had, and life was
Just perfect!

But we know that life isn't really
like that at all.

When we read all of Acts, we see
that the early Church too, faced
plenty of problems, problems that are
just the same as the ones that we
face todav.

Some of the problems were internal
ones, and others were external or
outside proklems.

Write down a few problems thar
Fouer class faces. Try to divide them
infe fwo groups.

Which are internal problems?
Which are external problems?

L.ook at some of these problems that
are writlen about in Acts. Do you
think they are intemnal, or external, or
a bit of both:

#  Before Paul wes converled to
Christianity he devoted his life 1o
persecuting  Christians  (Acts
i3 0-2).

*  Anamas and Sapphira, who were
v early converts to Christian-
ity, attempled to deceive church
leaders over money (Acts 5:1-

113,

* There were accusations of
favourilism and wanickism In
the distribution of the food for
widows [ Acts 6:1).

® Siephen was stoned lo death
after  false witnesses  were
brought against him
(Acts 7:34-60].

7

* Simon the Magician, tried 1o use the
powers of Chrstanity to his own
personal advantage (Acts 8:0-24).

The Apostles were arrested (Acts
3:17-19), James was murdered {Acts
12:1-2),

Stmon Bar-Jesus, another magician,
tried to prevent Governor Sergius
Pauluz from being converted to
Christianity {Acts 13:6-12),

®  Jewish Christians felt that Gentile
Christians should follow all the Jew-
1sh laws and practices. The first
Church Council meeting was called
to resolve this issue. (Acts 15:1-35).

In cvery country where the Good News
has come, there have been similar
problems.

Those who have come to believe in Jesus
have had to change their ways in order 1o
five as Chnistians, ;
Some of the hardest things we have to do
are to

¢ forgive our cncmies instead of
paying them back,
* do good to those whao hate us

not be jealous of those who have
special talents

Our own school community can have
many of the joys and problems of Acts.
Somelimes we may feel really ‘st one’,
united and happy. Other times there can
be persecutions.

Some examples of persecutions are

= A student or even a teacher may be
teased and imitated because of the
wiy they speak or walk.

Students or teachers might gossip
about  somebody or  show
favouritism.

* Sometimes students are laughed at
and some students try to stop others
from having a deeper relationship
with Jesuys,




If sommeone tries W show leadership, others
get jealous and they make fun of the person
or spoil their belongings.

Wiich of these things iy most common in your
school?

How do you think Jesus wants us fo act in all
the situarinms above?

What causes peaple to act in these jealous and
srrkind ways?

What iy another common proflem tha pou
fuce in pour school or classroom?

How would vou help the following people
with their problems?

John: [ do not wani o smoke marijuana with
my friends, bul 1 also want to keep my friends.
They are really impomant to me. 1 am worricd
that T will losc them I T don”t do whar they want.

Sally: |am thinking of being a sister, but when
| mention it to my fricnds they always teli me not
tn join, they don'L encourage me at all.

Even when [ say that it is God that calls me {it1s
not my owh decision). they seem o think that
their opinion is more important than God's and
that | should take notice of them and not God.

Peter: | would like to follow Josus more
closehy hut it is just too difficull. [ have to act in
an unchristian wav sometimes o be accepted by
my Friends

Sandra: Another person in my class is from a
difTerent church and he criticizes the things T do.
This makes me feel worried and upset because
the things 1 helieve in are important to me and
also T want to be friends with everyone in my
class.

You: Write down a probiem you have, and
discuss it with your friend.

Apart from similanitics with problems, S5t
Luke's time was like our own m lols of other
ways. For example, it was a time of questioning.
People were not really sure what the truth was.

Luke begins his Gospel by assuring his reader
that he has worked hard to check out the truth,
that he has spoken to cve-witnesses and that
what he writes can be relied on, it 15 not just
gossip.

Luke writes for us foo. We live in a time of
doubl and unccriainty. We also are searching
for the assurance of our heritage and the Chris-
tian tradition we have received.

Plenty of people are making up all knds of
storics and seeing all kinds of visions, just as
thew did in Luke's dey. Luke says we can trst
his work.

Another similarity with our times is thal people
in Luke's time could move around a lot.

e e e |

< Is there anyons in the class who hes heen  *
= to3ord or § different schools? Who has =
= been to the most schools? s
L Who has been to the most ProvincesY ".
g =
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In Acts there is meation of the married couple
Aquila and Priscilla: they came from Asia
Minor in the first place, and then they settled in
Rome. Then an edict of the emperor Claudius
drove them out, and they moved Lo Corinth.
Papl fodped with them there (18:1-2). Later we
read that Paul sailed for Syria accompanied by
Aguila and Priscilla and that he left them in
Ephesus (18:26).

Lok at an Aflas. and irace the movenents of
Aguila and Privcilla,
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¢ Mury and Joseph fled o Egppt because of %
‘i’- problems with Herod =
= Priscilla and Aguila had problems with =
;: the Emperar Cfoudins. =
= U owt some siovies from newspapers of P
[ | L 2 il
L refugees in our own time, £
Il 3 - o r
L See i you can find ouw what iv happeming :
L in these countries to couse thes problem. .
'4 Make up a prayer which prays for good ]
| feaders in countries 1
i il
= ¥
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he people in Acts also faced a mixture of

cultures, and they had the problem of
Irying to integrate the values of Jesus intg a
world like our own: wherm socicty says that
money and power and having a pood time are
much more important than love and service and
faith in fesus.

Can pou find any newspaper advertivemenis or
stories that show rhe values of Jesus?

Can you find any that show the importance of
maney and power and kaving a good fime?

AL the first Pentecost the Church sel out im
obedience to Jesus, on a Jong journey.

The Spirit led us on paths that we did not
expect, into situations that were unfarmiliar 2nd
sometimes frightening.

Whal a shock it was 1o the Jews when Peter said
that God hed called the pagans to share equally
in the Kingdom!

How difficult it was for these Jewish Christians
1o accept the decision of the Council of
Jerusalem that the pagans were not obliged to
become Jews before becoming Christians.

How painful it was for Paul thai many of his
own fellow Jews could not accept the Good
Mews,

It seems that in many ways, it is easier 1o stick
with the old than to face the challenges of the
W,

Tulk abewt o suggestion that has beer made to
improve sometking in your school, bur it hay
rever happened becayse people just stick with
the oid way of deing things,

)

Anyonc wiho has come into a new school knows
the awlul feeling: What will huppen next? Wil |
Jind a friend? ['wish my old friends were here!
Sticking with the old certainly has its advantages
and it 15 more comfortable, :

On the other hand, if we had never tried anything
new, think how many experiences we would have
missed out on.

Name 2 activities thet you fels shy to start bug
Mok pow reaily ehjoy them

CONFLICTS

Must of the problems in Acts occurred because
of conflicts between people. Most times we wish
we didn’t have any conilicts in our relationships,

Yet conflicts can have some good results in our
lives. Sometimes they teach us to he humble.
~ometimes we leam from them about God's great
compassion and forgiveness for sinners. Having
Lo admit we made & mistake keeps us from being
o proud. And even when we are wrongly
accused of something, we can expericnce what
Jesus experienced and come to understand a little
of the love he has for us, that he woold sulfer
mjustice so willingly. We can also offer our
suiferings o Jesus.

When we nead the stories in Acts we see that the
pecple there faced many conflicts, cspecially St.
Paul. For example, there is the internal conflict
he faced with other Church members who did not
think that people should become Christians
without becoming Jews first. Then there were the
many conflicts he had with outsiders.

Conflicts arc part of our lives and they can even
lead us to understand God's love betrer.

A famous American educationalist {Dewey)
wrote this definition of conflicr. He said:

—

CONFLICT IS THE
MOSQUITO OF
THOUGHT

————
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Think of a conlicl you have had recently. 2

=pmp———

Talk about it with the person next to you. 2
I Do you think you learned-anything from 'T;
;T this conflict? _,,i
: 3
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Chis definition is saving something very posi-
iive aboart conflict. :

It tells vy that without problems and conflicts we
would never have 1o stop and think.

Conflicts are like mosquiloes that make us stop
and be aware of what it is we are saying or
doing. They keep us awake and alert. S0 there is
no need 1o be frightened of them. Just remember
that they force us o think and express ourselves
clearly.

The other thing 1o remember about problems
and conflicts is that they will always be with us.
Even il all the troubles of the world disappeared
today. by tomomow there would be another set!

Fra

i'i'- Shure o time when everything weas going
i well for you and suddenly something
s happened e.g. your cooking was CR. then il
:.5 gl Burmt, Or yowr gurden was looking
I pond and the mext time you lovked it was all
|_L EATEN! (b vou woke up expecling o
ii mermal dey af school and every single thing
L W WFONE.

£
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We have come 1o the end of our short study of
this interesting book of the Mew Testament.
Hopefully we have learnt some imporiant
things. :

Luke shows ws clearly in the Acts of the
Apastles, that the guidance of the Spiril docs not
mean we will always have clear and easy
answers 1o problems. Nor does it mean that the
problems we come across will be solved witheout
any confliet
But we do know that cach day is a new

Pentecost. We do know that the Haly Spirit is
present in us and in our communities,

We do know that the Holy Spiril is helping us to
witness to Jesus 'to the ends of the earth’. This
knowleflze is a great consolation in our lives.

R e e e e e
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Questions
I. Read Aets 1:12-26

Why do you think Luke pays so much amention
o the election of Matthias?
How would you feel if vou were Barsabbas?

2. Read Acts 2:14-36

Out of all the things that Peter speaks about,
which part means the most to ygu? Copy it out.

3. Read Acts 2:37-41

Peter asks the people to turn away from their
sins. What particular sin was he lking about?
How do we turn away from our sins today?
What is the promise of verse 397

In verse 40 Peter talks about saving themselves
from a wicked people. Do you think Peier meant
criminals or another kind of wickedness? Do
you think this Kind of wickedness is around
today™?

4. Read Acts 2:42-47

Describe the life of the early Christian
community. Do you think we should live that
way today? Give reasons for your answer.

&, Write down one way in which you personally
could live more closely to the life-style of the
early Christians.

To Think About

Reflect on and name people in your OWND
parish who: '

contribute their talents and time wwards enrich-
ing the life and service of the parish. ...

provide lesdership for the growth and well being
of groups in the parish .o

have been called by God to live within the
Chuorch in special ways .

keep alive Jesus” message and mission by their
worship and witness of being Church members.

[

Which of the ahove points

is Ciod calling vou to do?
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% Are these things still true of us today®
w  What things do vou think we are “best” at?

i e B e e e e R B B e e

I: Mew Testament times, the Church was not
a5 organized a5 it is woday. It was just
beginning.

Some communitics had leaders. called elders
or bishops, who taught and they had deacons
o help them. (These leaders were like the
lcaders we know woday, although the names
had slightly different meanings then).

Chher leaders were more charismatic. This
means they had special pifis such as preaching,
of healing, or caring for others. There must
have been grest variety in the gatherings of
these churches es different people took
leadership, just as there is still variety in our
parishes today.

They had many things in commaon of course:

they believed in Jesus
they were faithful
Leaching

they hroke the bread
they worked together
they prayved in small groups

they had a strong community life
they cared about the poor

o the Apostles

Which thinge are we “worst” at?

e IR
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Name [he different groups in your church that
= pray together

*  lhelpthe poor

*  work lopether

Compare your answers with vour fricnd.

Do you have any groups that are differenr?

Can pou explain the reasons for the differemce?
Is there any group missing that you think might
be important in your parish?

‘5[ ‘he life of the local parish Eommunity
4 involves people in a variety of *ministries” or

special ways of helping.

Name one rime and way in which you kelped
your local Church commuanity.

Is there any way in which you would like o frefp
more?

Whar things stop you
from helping*

Wrife them in pour book,




7. S
Churck Structures and
Activites

In order &« carry out the wond of Jesus in the
world, the Church is organized in many areas.
‘Some of te ministries that make up parish hife
are:

Liturgy: liturgy is the public celebration of the
prescace ofGod; throsgl-the scvemssacranments.
The Cateclism of the Catholic Church savs that
in the liturgy, the mystery of salvation i3

»  prociamed

® e present

s commuuicaled

*  and cortimued

in-the heartthet prays. The Liturgy is therefore a
very imporsnt ministry.

There are a aumber of minisiries thal are
mssocialed vith the jrurgy,

e.g the picst as the one adminisiering the
sacraments readers, almar scrvers, catechists,
those whe provide muosic, mmsiers of the
Euncharist, hose who decorate the church and so
o,

Pasforal: These are the groups and scrvices by
which the parish provides care and compassion
for peeplein need,

Examples ire, a Parsh Pasioral Council, a 5t
Vincent & Paul Society, Catholic Mothers,
Counselingbervice, Family Life Apostolate.

Edocation The cducation mimisiry enables
newcomersto be instrucied and others (o freceive
the formaton which is necessary to live =
Christian Ife. Examples are schools, parish
sacramenta programmes, catechisl minisiries,
adult educaion classes,

Praver ami Spirituality: Praver groups assist
with growtl in faith and give people the chance
to express tiewr faith.

Examples are Charismatic prayer groups,
Hetreats, Aitioch proups, Rosary groups, Basic
Christian Communitics.

Parish Cowcils/Boards: These ar the financial
and management structures mvolved in the
_ munning of he whole parish or parts of the parish.
Examples we a Parish Finance Committee, a
chool Bogd.

Social Grups: These orovide social functions

for all parishioners and the chance o celebrats
and build up community. They arc often fund
rapsers as well.

Examples arc youth groups, parish dances or
picnics or concerls.

It is important to remember that the local charch

is not cxactly the same in every place.

The local church is shoul belag an extended
. family, a cognmuaity Lhat follows lesus

It is made up of cld and young, nich and poor,

men and women, volved and bored.

it is made up of dilferent ministrics and

sometimes, different culteres.

And just like a family, it 1= made up of different

peaple, some are casy Lo get on with, and some

arc difficult to get on with.

Finally, since our religion is nol separate from
our evervday lives, our experience of church is
also infleenced by ihe political, social and
economic situalions around us.

I there are many poor people in cur arca, there
will surely be groups formed to help them.
If there are many njustices in anolther place,
then the Church might be involved in politics.
If singing is really Important in one area, there
will probably be choir groups and an cmphasis
QR music.

i
if there are plenty of young people. there may
be youth groups.

S0 the kind of groeps that are in a church. also
tell us something about the society of the ime
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how much do you know
‘about your parish
and your diocese?
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> 3ee how much'of the following table vou can fill in; :
Eﬂm& of my parish

"'_..Hame of my local church .

?Diﬂcm:

Eﬂiﬁhnp

i-:]"-.la.m& of our Cathedral

ELUE&I{D!] of our Cathedral

Eﬂi.?.e of my Diocese

&NUJTI.E:H:'I of Catholics

E'Hmnber of Priests

#:M“in places in the Dioccese ..

é'ﬂ}iain cultural groups in the Diocese

Eﬁamcs of some peeple with special ministries in the Diocese

3

- Names of some people with special ministries in my local Church

k

FDI-‘&W your Bishop's crest

A £ A% AL o

7

r=Make up a poem abuut vour local church.

4% % 4
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How much do you know
about the Church in PNG?

The Catholic Bishops Conference of our area
includes Papua New Guinea and Solomon
Islands. E

Papua Mew Guinea has |8 Dioceses.

These are

Archdiocese of Port Moreshy
Diocese of Bereina

Mocese of Kerema

Diocese of Dan-Kiunga
Diocese of Alotau
Archdiocese of Mount Hagen
Diocese of Kundiawa

Diocese of Goroka

DMocese of Mendi

Diocese of Wabag
Archdiocese of Madang
Diocess of Wewax

Dincese of Allaps

Diocese of Vanimo

Digcescof Las _
Archdiocese of Rabanl
Diccese of Kavieng

Diocese of Bougainville

Solomon Islands has 3 Dioceses.
Thesc are
Archdipeese of Honiara

Thoeese of Auki
Diocese of Gizo

All these Bishops come together and
form the Catholic Bishops Conference
of Papua New Guinea and Solomon
Islands.

A See if you can find out the names of all the
Bishops and Archbishops of these
Dipceses and Archdioceses.

B. Draw a map of PNG and 81 and mark in all
the diecesan boundaries.

These Bishops meet 25 an apestolic community,
committed by their pastoral office to the growth
of the local Church and the building up of a
truly Christian society, under the protection of
the Blessed Virgin Mary and 5t Michac! the
Archangel. They meet annually, wsually around
April, and deal with matters that are national,
that is, matters that concemn all the Dioceses of
PN andfor Solomon Islands.

The Cathaolic Bishops Conference (often called
the CBC) works on the national level through 3
Committees; the Committees then work through
Commissions, Boards, or Institutes.

Each Institute, Board and Commission has a
Bishop as its link with the Bishops Conference.

The thres commitiess are
o Committee for Christian Formation
& Commitiee for Mission

v Commilles For Human

Development

Intcgral

As an example of how these work, let us look at
the 0Nrst Committee, the Committes for
Christian Formation.

Within this commitlee there is 2 Commission
for Christian Education. This Commission has a
Sub-commission for Secondary Christian
Education. The book you arc now reading has
come from the work of this Sub-commission.

The Formation Committee also has 8
Commission for Liturgy and Catechesis, which
is responsible for the Liturgical Catechetical
Institute in Goroka. It is also the Committes
responsible for the Seminaries.

The Commitiee for Mission includes a
Commission for Evangelization and a Board for
Feumenism and Anglican-{atholic Dhalogue.

The, Committee for integral  [Human
Development includes the Commission for
Justice, Peace and Development, the Office of
the Laity, the National Catholic Health
Secretarial and the Commission for Family Life
Aposiolate.



Other Institutes with a relztionship (o the CBC
are:

# Divime Word University
+ Melanesian Institute
+ Christian Institute of Counsclling

Because the Catholic Cherch is such a large
imstitution (the largest unified institution m the
world) there has to be the kind of organization
that has been described above.

The problem with this, s that people often onky
see the institution and not the real purpose and
meaning of the Church. '

:Tfhe mission of the
Church is to be
‘both a sign and

In the next topic, we are going to look at some
of the many other wavs of describing the
Church.
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Test Yourself!

Part A:

What is the name of the present Pope?

In what country does the Pope live?

Of what city is the Pope a Bishop?

How many Popes have there been since 5t Peter?

Part B:

{(Give yourself 2 mark (A,B,C) depending
on how well you are being a sign (poinfing
to the Kingdom) and a servant (working
for the Kingdom).

1. What is your general attitude towards other
people? How do vou treat them, not your friends
only, but ali people?

Z. How do you trcat your parents? Your brothers
amd sisters?

3. How do yvou control your temper? Do vou vell
at people?

4. Do vou respect others” property?

5. Do you consciousty try to make ather people
happy?

&. Why do you go o Church? Hecause you miest
or because vou want to worship God? -

7. Does God really have an influence in your life
because you think about him?
¥
£. Do vou think of yourself as the body of Christ
and of Christ living also in others?
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aexplanatic:-ns or descripti_onse

% of the church =
ke aenaannnEnR

In this last part of our unit, we are going to
look at some ideas people use to describe or
explain ways of being Church.

The Church is a mystery, it cannot be
described in simple terms. %0 people use
different images to describe the Church.

Jesus also used many images. For example he
used images to help people get an idea of the
Kmgdom of God when he compared the
Kinrdom to

- a tiny sexd that grows mio 2 great tres
(ML 13:31)

* a finy bil of yeast that makes a large
balch of dbugh rise (Mt 13:33)

. a peari thal a merchant finds and then
sells all be has in order to bey it (Mt
13;45)

Jesus' wse of many images to describe the

Kingdom of God illustrates sn important point

about images. They must be used in groups,

never alone.

A singl image used alonc makes the picture
maccurae, rather than helping to explain it,
Do you inow the story of the six blind men of
Indostar? It is about blind men standing
around in elephant, wondering what it looks
like.

ﬂﬂ'ﬁ hj”l’l ITIEm 'FE'I:JE HE. 5.i||j: a‘né 53}.5 thﬁ
clephant is ke a wall.

Anather fees 1= fail and says it is like a rope.
A third feel: its trunk and says it js definitely
like a snake.

The fourth fels its esr and says it is like a fan_
The fifth fels its tesk and says that the
elephant is lke a spear.

The last feds its leg and says the elephant is
Jike 4 tree.

The pocim exds like this:

And 50 these men of indostan
Disputed {owd and long @
Each in Bis gwn opinion, [
Exceeding stiff and siromy.
Though each was partly in the
Fight

They all were in the wrong

Jobn Godfrey Save

Explain the lasi fwe fines o Ther poem, (This was the
the poinl ife Writer was frving fo make)

Why do you think the title on this page is surrounded
&:1-: fittfe horpe?

if you axk peaple whear their picture of the Church i,
you will find & i very much coloured by their
EXPEFIERCE

If enar experienses are good, our view will be good,
if bad then bad ;

This limited view of the Church i like a single bind)
man s Wew of the alephr.

Prefudging the Church on owr limited viewpoint iy
ifke o parson condemming o country or praising a
contry because of @ bad or good  experience with
one person of that Hatur.

Simiarly if peopie sing or play @ song very badly, the
| probiem is the musicians, not the song. ;
O if peapde: play and sing a somg very well, we sright
think “what @ great song’ when readly, § we think
aboul the words, the song might not be o good song
at all.

In regard 1o the Church, we have In recogrize the
govd, and praize Goel for if.

We hgve o recognize what is nov good and rearch
for waps 1o make it better.

Abavg gl we Bave to st Jesas " words

‘Pefer, you are o rock, and on thiz rock foundesion [
will build my clurch, and not even death will ever be
abde o avercome ir' MY | 6:14).

We will isad huppier lives i we &y 1o see the whole
picture wrg mor fust the il or the gor of the elephane




The next few pages arc going to talk abour §
images that can be used o descnibe the Church.
Look owt for some of the strempths and
weaknesses of each of these images.

Pixciples Tmuowe

This image points o the Church as a group of
people who believe in Jesus and try to follow his
teaching. 1t emphasizes that the Church is a faith
community, puided by the Holy Spirit. (This
image reminds us of the work we have done on
the Book of Acts). i

A sood point abouwt this image is its stress on the
need for the Church 1o be open to the suidance of
the Haoly Spirit.

A wcakness 1s that people can concentrate so
strongly on being dpen Lo the Spiril that they can
forget that the Spirit also acts in a special way
through Church lemders. 5o openness {o the Spirt
also means openness 1o the words cof those people
who Dave been appointed as leaders.

Body [mage

This image is olten vsed and onc we probably
knovw, It stresses that the members of the Charch
form a single body with Jesus as their head. The
Church is a lite-sharing commumity. Jesus said:

{ am the vine and you are the branches., Ju §3:3

-

Just as a branch cannot live apart from a vine, so
we cannot live apant from the Body of Christ.

A good point about the Bodv image 15 1ls slress on
the fact that the Chorch is nod an orpanidzation but
an orizaisar, a fiving thing, the living body of the
Risen Christ,

A weakness is that we can think too much sbout

Jesus as the head of the body and forpet our
responsihility as members of the body.

Socrament Imape

This image points to the [act that the Church 15 a
sacramental commusnity.

The Church 15 Jesus, present 2nd active in the
world n a way thal we can see. bear. and feel.
Jesuz acted in Gospel tmes through physical
actions of his real human body
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Today, Jesus continues to actl through the
liturgical and sacramental actionz of his
mystical body, the Church.

A strength of the sacrament image is s stress
on the fact that through the Chorch, and
especially through the 7 sacraments, we tmly
and reslly encounter Jesus,

A weakness is that through ignotance of what
the sacraments arc, they become just rituals
instead ol ivine encounters with Jesas.

Peaple of God Image.

This imame s also a comrnon one, I shovws ot
that the Church is a community.

This community worships topetiver snd kKnows
itself to be (sod’s chosen oncs.

‘This image emphasizes that we are the Clhurch.
[n us, we wilness God calliag afl people in
Jesus, 1o put an end to hostility and hatred and
to live together as one family.

A strength of this imape 15 the way it
emphasizes that we arc a family.

A wenkness is thal we can be so concerned
about being “special’ that we forget shout all
other people, or think rthat we arc buelter than
olhers are. God has no favourites, Also Josus
came to call sinners, not respectable peaple,
and if he has called us, then we can be sure that
W arg sinners!

Institution Image

[t 15 very clearly stated in the Gospet, that Jesus
said to Peter:

“You are a rock

el oF Bis POk folmdarlion

Fwill build my Church...

Fwill grive you

the keys of the Kingdom of heaven;

whe Yo prohibit on earth

will he prohifited in heaven,

el whol you permit on earih

will be pernitied in heaven”. My [16:15-T9

This = onc of the mosl amasng pgassages in
Scriplure. It shows Jesus sharing his power and
authority with Peter. In this passage, Josus
gives Peter a special leadership male in the
Church. Peter’s special responsibility explains
why he is always [irst on the list of Apasties. Tt
also explains why he has 2 spectal ofesdis
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role in the Chureh. This image illustrates the
fact that the Church is a ‘hierarchical’ or
erdered community. We have leaders and
Jesus gave certain members of the Church the
special responsibility and authority to speak
and act in his name.

We must take serously Jesas™ words o his
Apostles:

‘Whoever {ixteny fo vou {istens to me:

whoever refects vou rejects me;

and whoever Fefects me
Fejects e ome who sent e, Luke 70: 16

A strength of this image is the way il points
out that Jesus gave the leaders of his Church
delinite authority,

A weakness of this way of imagining the
Church, 15 that the Chuich's leaders can abase
their authorily and use it in a way to make
themselves powerful. Another weakness is that
people can think this is the only way of being
Church. '

Servant Image

The servant image points out that the Church
is called 10 be a community that helps others.
All members of the Church  are called to
follow Jesus who said:

The Son of Man Jid not come 1o be served: he
came o serve, M 20028

A strength of this view of the Church is the
fact that it siresses that the Church is called (o

give special service o the poor ones of

socicty, the weak,

urreanied.

the powerless, the

The weakness of this image is that people can get
st caught up in the problems of the needy that they
abandon the other feachings of the Gospel. They
can decide for example, that being in politics is the
only way to achieve their goals of helping people,
Or that the way 1o help the poor is to kill the rich,
and 50 on.

Herald Image

The herald image points out that the whole Chorch
15 called to be missionary, to proclaim the word of
(rod m deed 2nd in action. {Logk up the word
“hereld” in a dictionary. Which of the words piven
best describes the meaning of herald in this
conbext?)

Jesus did not .send only the apostles to preach.
In 5t. Loke’s Gospel we read:

‘After this the Lord chose grother sevenly-iwo
and senl them out two by two, 1o go ahead of hin
Iy every tows and place where he himvell way Io
visit ... Carey mo purse, na bag, no shoes, and
greed no-one on the rood ™ Luke 10- 1.4,

A good point about this image is that it reminds os
not w0 be too concerned about our food and
clothing and to get busy about heing messengers of
the Good MNews. It reminds us not o spend our
time “falking on the road" but to be people who
have 2 goal. who ke the message of Jesus to the
world, so that others might beligve

A wezkness of this picture is that we can be so
busy preaching to others that we forget that the
first person o be converted is ourselves, and that
conversion 1s 2 life-long process. We can forget, if
we concentrate foo muech op this image, that
wherever we go. God has been there before us.

Ecumenical Image

An impertant image of the Church has always
been that the Church is a family.

When we zo to Mass on Sunday, we see clearly
the rich and the poor. the old and the young, the
educated and the uneducated, in fact all kinds of
poople.

All these people eat st the table of the Lord, and
are fied with the same food, Jesus himself.

The word ‘ccumenical’ comes from the Greck
word for *household”

Une of Jesus™ lost prayers brings out the desire of
Jesus that we be one “household® in feith:




“I prery not orly for them, buwt also for those who
Refieve in me hecause of their message.

{ pray that they may all fe one.

Furher! Mey they be ome in ws,

Just s e e 10 me oid T om in pon

Meny they b one, so that the world will befieve
that v semt me, Jrn TP 2021,

This image of the Church is an important one and
one that many peoplc want to work towands. It
has been a great concern of recent Popes, so we
will now look at the idca contained 1n this image
under the heading of Ecumenism.

ECUMENISM ;

The 20th Century might be called the Ape of
Ecumenism. It was in this century that many
Chumches for the first time hi::t.nry, made a
commitment to work together towards unity as
Christians.

The prayer of Jesus which has already been
queted. is what Ecumenism is all about.

The desire 1o be reconciled, to talk about our
shared belicfs and recover the umity D_f all
Christians is both a gift of Jesus and a call of the
Holy Spint. '

Although the reconciliation of all Christians
might seem beyond ocur human powers, we place
our hope

inn the prayer o Jesus for his Church,
in the love of the Father for us.
and in the power of the Holy Spint.

Jesus uses ordinary peoplic to do his work. The
Catholic Catechism gives ways in which we can
make an effort 1o respond o this desire of Jesus
and call of the Spirit for unity.

Some of the ways 1L mentions ane

s conversion of our hears. and tryving to five
holier lives according to-the Gospel

= DrAYEr if COMMOoN

¢+ making an effort 1o know each other

= working together in the service of those who
need our help

The effort we make 10 be riendly to people who
belong to a different religions group to ourselves
5 very imporiani. [ is a bg help in breaking
down the walls of mistrust that have grown up
between differcnt religions. We cannot leave it
all to the leaders of the Churches to solve

]

problems. We have a very imporiant part to
play. Gossiping about other churches, making
up stories, and being critical, damagpes the unity
that there should be betweren us and s not the
wary that Jesus wants us to behave. Prayers for
unity are also essential if this movement is 1o
suiceed.

Our country has a chance 1o lead the world in
showing how Christians behave to one another.
We have had some differences, bul not vears
and years of hatred between groups as has
happened in some other countrics. In fact in
many cascs in our country thore were sirong
friendships between people. '

For example, in [942 when the Catholic priest
of Port Moreshy, Fr. Michael McEnroc, went to
join the army, he gave the kevs of his church to
‘the Anglican rector and asked him to take care
of things. When the Catholic Bishop of Bereina
died in 1998, the United Church people, ook
their turn for an hour of prayer by his coffin
during the might. When the United Church were
celebrating a Jubilee, the Catholic people
contributed tems. There are many olher
examples like this,

“The Anglican, Catholic. lLutheran and United
Churches ‘combine to run a number of
institutions  and organirations, the maost
remarkable being the Melanesian Institute and
Word Publishing,

Another great project where Churches worked
closslhy 1!.‘.&&1h&r was the Tok Pisin Bible. This
took over 30 years of work, and its translation
was carried out by Christians of many
denominations. This work was a greal leaming
experience and through it the Holy Spirt
brought many people of different Chuorches
closer topether, Let us then concentrate on what
unites us, and work together as brothers and
sisters of Jesus. '

Then lesus” praycr might be realized, and many
people be brought to believe. and believing,
have cternal life.
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In each of ihe cother descripiions of the X
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% ' Church. some good points and some had
;_ points of the imaoe were wrrtlen down. ::
You write down  your owm thoughts on the |
*  good points of the .Ei.!l.IErIE!l‘l-H:'aEI irmage of the ’I'
£ Charch, and a weakness of this image. :I-
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Surmmory

The Church is a mystery. It is unlike any other
comimunity on carth because it has a divine part
and a hwnan parl.

The divine part is Christ himse!¥, who is the head
of the body of the Church and whose own life
makes the body live.

The human part is the visible part of the Church.
Fhis part is the members of the hody of the
Church. HBecause this part is human, all members
and even its leaders, fall victim to homan
weskness. 5o sometimes we see Church leadors
and people, sinful and doing wrong things.

When we notice this, and it disturbs us, it is time
to thunk sboot the parable of the weeds and the
wheat.

Jesuy told then another porable:

Tae Kingdom of heaven is like this. A mem sowed
govdd seed in his field One night, when everypome
WS ISieEn. om ememy came ond sowed weeds
amiony the whedt and went away. When the plants
grew and the hewds of grain began 1o form, then
the weeds showed up,

The man s servanis came 1o him arnd said,

“Sir. ¥ was good seed you sowed in yowr field:
where did the weeds come from?"

It was some enemy who did this, i grswered,
Do you want ws io go and pull up the weeds?”
thwy asked him. )

No, " b answered, “hecause you might pull up
some of the wheat olomg with them.

Let the wieat and the weeds bath grow rtopether
wndil hervest. Then T will tell the harvest workers
o puil wpthe weeds frsi e thenr in buncdles and
fhani them and then to gather in the whear and put
TR e Y

Jesus® parable of the Weeds and the Wheat
tell us that “good” and ‘bad® will be found
side by side in the Church right up to the end
of the world.

Daes this thought make you sad or hapoy?
Think serfausly before vou answer!

\\a_ xﬁ’

As a result of the Church bemng both human
and divine, it is a mixture of light and
darkness.

There will always be enough light for those
who wanl to seg, and enough darkness for
those who don't want 10 see,

This is how 1t should be.

The light of Jesus should never overpower
us; it only inviles us. [t never takes away our
Treadan:.

S0 when it comes to Jesus’ presence in the
Church he never shows himself so clearly as
to leave us without questions. Otherwise
there would be no need for our faith.

But Jesus also never hides himsell so
completely thal the person who is searches
cannod find him,

Jesus always allows himself to be found by
those who search for him.

This is very reassuring for us, especiatly at
this stage of our lives as we are prowing
wwartls an adult faith, and scarching to make
Josus™ messape our own,

Let ws be sincers in owr search, and
COUTAECOUS On OUr journey




Topic Five

In this chapter we are going to think about some
ol ths new religious groups and movements that
arc presently in Papua New Guinea

New religious groups and movements were a
problem in the early Church and they can be a
{Jr-:.ﬂJ]-:r::u for us 100

You have prﬁtrﬁhl".- found out from VORIT SIFVEY
that yes, maost young people beheve m Jesus and
pray to the Father, Son or Spirit at least in their
own heart, it not publicly

The way voung people decide (o pray however,
and which growp they decide o join can cause
probicms, cspecially if they chose to join one of
the new relizious movements and their famahes
belong to 3 mainstream church.

By looking al some of these groups we hope you
will be better informed 10 make pood decisions
it the fulure.

Above all, we hope thal these thoughts will lead
you to reflect on vour owa faith more deeply.

FUNDAMENTALISM

Often some of these groups have &53_13;[5. which
we call fendaneniolist,

it is wsvally this fundammentalist alliode that .

causcs confhicts between groups. So what does
the word Tundarmentalist mean? And what 15 a
fundamentalist gronp®?

People who have studicd these new religious
groups agree that the name “fundamentalist’
comes [rom a series of |2 hooklets fitled “The
Fundamentals™. These were published about
1G08 In America.

They were Nnanced by two hrothers. These men
distributed over F million copies Tree.
They were sent 0 panshes, schools, towns,
politicians, and all kinds of Church people. so
vou can imaping the impact they had.

New religious groups

At this time in America, society was rapidly
changing. There were many new igcas and new
ways Of doing things. People were confused. For
the first time, many people were hearing that
perhaps the world wasn™ created in just seven
days as the book of Genesis savs.

Some scienbists were even saving that human

beings had apes for their ancostors!
it is not surprising that people were confused.

-.h‘

Many people wanted something permanent in a
world that was rapidly changing.

Fundamentalism was the way many pood
Christians tried o answer the new scientific dess
of those days and the questions that were arising
because of a whole new study of Scripture. They
decided that at least some Unngs wosld remain
unchanging, especially the words of seripture.

Today, many pcople srill desire this kind of
certainty in their lives, whether it is in polilics,
religion or society,

An:'ﬁhr:r name sometimes ased
resisl preat chanpe i3
wing’.

Sometimes those who favour much change are
called “left wing’.

for thase whao
‘copservative’ or “right




Can | be
fundamentalist?

Can vou remember a time when a friend wanted

to do somcthing new, but vou wanted to keep to grow

doing things the same old way?
Maybe a prefect or a Headmaster wanled to -

mtroduce & new way of doing things and every- t h

s IS 10 Change
and to grow

Perhaps a teacher wanted vou to move o a differ-

ent position in class and yvou refused to go.

Of course these are only small things, but they pEI I ec.t

show that we all have a bil of the fundamentalist
im us.

L
It is good to want to keep some ways of the past, IS tO
and to preserve them for the future.

Mot everything new is pood.

Jesus himself says that a disciple is like the Change Often

owner of a house who takes new and old things
out of his storeroom (Mt. 13:52).

On the other hand, we must make sore we are
open to the new, and not just stubhbomly sticking
to the old way of doing things.
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L MWote: To hawve an opinion and to stk 10 s i
. 2 pood thing, as long as %
_'" + wiod have been open to bear other 2
i peaple’s points of view, e
.; - wou have considered both your own .
i thoughtz and those of olher people .
: * you have tabced with other peaple &
% &  in the light of the posped you tuly °
. consider your words and actions the =
& brest possible m the circumstances. 3
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Perhaps it would be geod first, to look at
somme of the main differcnces between
how Catholics (and many others) see the
world, and how Fundamentalist {hristians
soc the world, because this s where most
of the prohlems arise.

ft ig important o remember though, that
the Catholic Church and other maipline
Churches have amongst their members,
people who do not like change and who
want 1o keep the way we worship and the
way we dg things, exactly as it was.

It i5 also important 1 repeemper that there
arc varying degrees ol fundamentalism.
Some extreme, and somc ot 50 extreme
Fundamentalism began because peoplc
did not want their thinking infuenced by
the modern world. The teaching of main-
line Churches and especially Catholic
tcaching. atl their best, try 10 bring every-
thing in the wmiverse into the fight of
Christ. modem discoveries included.

This is the first hig difference,

Az an example of what this means, some
[undamentalist groups say there is only
onc right o of clothes o wear and that
only certain foods are good to cat.
Mainline churches al their best, nol only
allow the pospel to come into contact with
different cultures but try to sec how the
Spirit has already been al work i these
cultures. preparing them for the Good
Mews.

g
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Another difference which comes from the same kind
ol thinking. 15 that basically the fundamentalist is not
hopeful toward the world while the Catholic is hope-
ful. For fundamentalists the primary mood is one of
pessimism.

Fook up ‘pessimism’ in the dictionary. What does it

e

Fundamentalists often talk of the lack of morals of
peaple. the rising crime and all the evils of the world.

Fr———

Young pilot murdered

'y o
Mify
DRUG DEATH OF SCHOOLGIRL

Robbery victim ; Rural
koses sight in ! health and
both cyes g¢ education

= ﬁ-" ]

£ ne .'l:ﬁ-::[t suffer in
G oot budget
al cuts

They believe that the only way to the salvation of
the world is first for its destroction and then for =
new re-ordering through the *cataclvsmic® second
coming of Christ. So they are often talking about
the end of the world.

Lock up ‘cataclysm” in the dictionary. What does it
HREH

Catholics on the other hand, believe that the world
has been redeemed, even though original sin still has
its hold. {We surely sec the many examples of sin in
our world).

But we also know that God wants us to do something
about the problems we have.

Fundamentalists minimize or even deny that human
beings can contributé to making the world a better
place. They do mod siress the imﬁnﬂnncc of social
justice.

Catholics stress God becoming a human being and
the words of Jesus to 5t Paul before his conversion,
“Saul, Sanl, why are vou persecuting me? For this
reason Catholics and many mamline Churches gre
in'-.'nh'pl::l in health scrvices and education {becawse of
the digmity of each person) and many other activities
of vigiting the poor and the sick. Catholics believe
that lesus wants ws to build wp this world and to treat
each person as though he or she were Christ himself,
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Another difference is the strong stress that
Findamentalists put on Atonement, which
means Jesus dying for our sins.

Eoth Catholics and Fundamentalists beheve
i1 Atonement. Both believe that Creation has
been so gpoilt by sin that only the atoning
death of Jesus can make it nght.
Catholics emphasize that on the cross- Jesus
brings God and us together. Jesus makes us
at-onc (atone) agam with God so we don't
have to spoil the world and start apain. We

have to work and struggle together to find the
answers (o the world's problems.

This leads us 1o a third dilference betwesn
Catholics and the strong Fundamentalists.
Fundamentalists tend t© have answers for
everything. Catholics believe that it isn’t so
easy to find the solutions 1o all the world’s
problems. As we have said, we have to work
and strugglc togcther to try 10 find berer
wiays (o live,

In stressing these different things about wiat
we believe, we agam sce it is just a different
way of seeing things. These arc two different
vistons. They call for people to choose
How dio vou prefer Lo sce the world?

Do vou see it as totally evil separated from
Christ? Or do you find some pood in the
world?
if you find beauty in the world, if you can sec
the hand of God in a glorious sunset, it you
hear God's voice in the world™s music and
art, then you are more like 3 Catholic.

Ask yourself how you feel and which way of
seeing things better expresses the love of God
as revealed to us in Christ Jesus. (In 3:16,17).

S
S
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There are many rezsons why voung
people join fundamentalist groups.
Ome reason we heve mentioned is
sometimes just because of their
friends.

(ther reasons arc

¢ the feeling of belonging and the
livelmess of worship

» The offer of simple and ready
madt answers to complicated
questions and situations

*  The opportunity to change one's
hife, to have a new vision

# The emphasis on a personal re-
lationghip with the Loed Jesus

# There 15 recruitment, training
and imdoctrination

# The offer of free wmeals,

- medicine, travel and 50 on

s Sometimes Triends’ are used 1o
get people into the group,

* Sometimes “reflective’ thinking
is prevented by keeping people
constantly busy.

& Sonelimes people are solated
from friends or family so they
cannot hear other points of view,
g.g. they are sent to another
province or they do not read
TIEWSapCrs,

Cen you think of any other reasans
why these groups are popular?
Nome of rhese reasons are good,
Yonmre are nol 50 g.:mu;i

Oraw g rable with rwo columns,
Divide the pointy above imto two
groups, pood reasons and nol pood
rearons, See if you can add one
‘more af your own to eack side.

PO PP POTTOITOTOTPTOOTOISSS®



ometimes there are lensions belween

fundamentalist groups and mainline
churches. When some students werc
questioned about why they fell unhappy
about some of these groups, 1he:.- said Elur:gs
like:

®  They argue the Bible all the time

® They seem to have hatred towards
athers

®  Somc people in these groups feel that if
wou are not one of them, you are ::nt
even 3 Christian

Has amyone experienced any other reasons?

Although the charismatic speakers and the
religions fervour of these groups often
occupy our atiention, the real prablem iz the
last one mentioned by the students ebove.

It is the problem of teeling an outsider.

Althouph we may ourselves want unity, the
reality i that many in these groups do not
want {o histen to others. They do not want
compromise and they cannot allow others to
be different.

Often they do not want o hear other points
of view because they want life to be simple.
They want the Bible to be simple. They also
want to get rid of those who are different.
The person that does this however, has to
shut the door to the thoughts of others, and
even the questions that might nse in their
own hearts.

The cost of fundamentalism then 5 a
serious and a personal one. We have tw
close our hearts to the ways we usually
learn and think.

It is very important 1o remember that not all
of the new religious movéments arc smrice
fundamentalists, and even the same move-
ment varies from place to place. Many times
Christians work well together even at the
topmaost - levels, for example in the PNiz
Council of Churches, n the Melanesian
Institute and in Word Publishing.

Many Christians also work well together at
the smallest levels, for example in famifes
where the husband and wife share different
faiths and still live in peace and harmony.

51 Paul tells ws yvou can always make
Jjudgemems by looking at the Kind of fruis
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the movement resaits in.

What the Spira brings is love, joy, peace. poatience,

kirdness, goodness and self-control. (Gal 5:22) '
If you find criticism, hatred, people making fun of
other people’s beliels or relimon, then you know vou
have struck the spirit of division and discord; not
Giod's Holy Spint.

Stay away from this kind of group.

Thee Sparal which comes from God always makes ws
gentler, kinder and more patient with others.

Using this critena, when tlalking aboul the Bible,
negative answers are more likely to be wrong:
positive explanations more likely 1o I;rr: commect.

People who are
positive in affirming others,
show Loy condemn,

ready to forgive,
tolerant of other people’s opinions,
pravesTul amd respectful,

have the best chance of being right.

Finally, we do not read the Bible for ‘answers’
o usc as ammuniftion fo prove others wrong.

We use the Bible to seek the living God and to
respond to his loving presence within us,

The Lord is the searcher of mind and heari

Let us seek this Lord peacefully and he will
surely reveal himself to us.

A Story

A wise old man told this story to explain why our
hearts have to be still and peaceful in order for us o
find the answers to problems in our fives,

He said: Your heart is like the ocean. When the ocean
is still and calm, then you can see right down to the
bottom, to the ocean (loor. You can see the shelis you
want to dive for, you can see the fish and corals and
any danger there may be for you, When the occan is
siill, the light can shine through and reveal everything
as it really s

Whenr!wc-c&anmmughandms&:dahamvmm
sce nothing. You arc likely to pull the wrong thing out
off the water.

To solve a problem, your heart must be stll like calm
water. God’s light can then penetrate your heart and
vor will be able fo see the good and the bad, and not

put vour hand on a stonefish instead of a pearl.
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INTFRPRETING THE BIBLE |
Last year in the Scripture unit called

“Intreduction 1o the New Testament™ we lcaml
about Literalists and Contextualists.

See i you com expluin the difference io your
Jriend.
This difference 15 a major one hetween many

mew religious groups and the mainline

churdhes.
Many new religious groups I:us:lt-e'w: thar each
word of the Bible 15 exactly true.

Perhaps the reason some people-get confused -

with the Bible and how to intorpret it, is
becawse they forget about how the Bible came
into being.

Moses did not have an (ld Testament to preach
from The Apostles did not w:-llk around with
the Gospels in their hands.

In the Old Testament, there was a people of

Isrsel before the Mosaic Law was wrillen
down. There was a worshipping community
before there was the book of the Psalms. There
was a nation, before there were prophets. Only
very graduaily did the Law, the Prophets and
he Psalms become books of this community
amid this mation.

The people came first,
the books came second.

In the same way, in the New Testament, there
was the preaching of Jesus, the witness of the
early Church, the preaching of Paul, all of
which came beforc any writings in the New
Testament.

In both the Old and the New Testament, the
writings came into being,

- in the community
L through the community
o for the community

Since the writings of $cripiure are for the com-
munity, then it is the community that has the
final say in matters -of intérpretation of the .
Bible, not individuals. 505

The Church is the community, brought ‘into
being by God through Jesus Christ, which has
this final authoriry.

Common sense.also tells us that i the Bible is
to speak with a single voice there must be a
mesns of sorting out different claims and
declaring which are true and ufhlch nnae false,

It would not be very sensible to thu-_lk that God
revealed himself in his works lo people n the
Old Testament, that he revealed himsell in the
flesh in the New Testament, thet he granted the
world a record of his aces in the Scriptures, and
then wanted cveryone to be enni'u_»r:d about
what the record meant!

Instead of this confusion, we believe that Ehrist
founded an organization, with a fiead and
leaders who could teach with authonty.

This is one of the important jobs of the Il'.‘-'E.dEﬁ-
of the Church.

For example, the religion bogks” we use have
been commissioned by the Bishops of PNG and
5.1, since the Bishops are responsible for
handing on #nd preaching the Good News
without error and as the Aposties taught it

Of course they cannot do this alone, bat they do
decide what content their helpers will teach. So
the material in our books has been approved
and has been checked by people appointed b}'
these Bishops.

Many bocks about religious topics have an
‘Imprimatur’ - an oflicial statement that assures
readers they are not being led astray when they
read that book.

See if you cam find an Imprimatur in one of the
books in the Library.
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RELIGIONS:
Some of the great world religions are Judaism, Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism.

Can you name some countries where these religions are prediminam?

The word religion comes from the word “ligament’. You probably k_uu.w from Science that a ligament
i5 a very strong and tugh band of tissue that connects or binds = muscle T a bone. Religion is the
wiy lhat people are bound or connected o the *supemarural’.

LCHURCHES:

The word “Church’ helongs to Christianity. The mark of a Church is that it is an organization
which keeps and teaches Lthe basic doctrines of Christianity.

Christians all-believe that Jesus Christ, the mar who was borm, lived and died in Palestine two
thousand years ago, is the Son of God They believe that whar 5 said abowt him in the New
Testament is frue. Can you name some of these things? (Hint: think of the Creed)

Here are some of the beliefs of Jehovah Witnesses, Look at these beliefs then give some reasons why
Jehovah Witniesses are not a Church.

. Omly God is e - [cms; person)
* Jesus is not God (5o fezstdays like Christmas are not celehrated)
* The Holy Spirit is believed to be neither God nor person, just an impersonal force

. It is believed that Jehovah will vindicate himself by the war of Armageddon.
{This is more important than the salvation of humanity).

= Jehovah Witnesses oppose all theories of evolution. The first creature made was Jesus Christ.
~ {In his pre-human state Jehovah's believe that Jesus was the Archangel Michael).
L] Jehovah Witnesses: I:re]me; that the vindication of Jehovah’s name i5 the primary purpose of
world history.

There are many good people who are Jehovah’s. There zre many good people who are Jews. There
arc many bad people who call themselves Christians. The aim of this topic is not to sey who is good
and who 15 not, but just o déscribe the differences between groups.

SECTS:
Most religions contain different suh-groups or sects. For example, within Judaism there were the |

Sadducees and the Pharisess. One group believed in the resurrection of the dead and the other didn™L
But we do not say these are different religions. They were Jews and their religron was Tudaism.

Sects always have one of the main Religions or Churches as their “parent” relipion. Sometimes sects
are not very ‘dilferent at first from the parent Religion or Church, but gradually they get further and
further away.

Somelimes thw become eloser w their parent Religion or Church e.g. a Christian sect might end up

& Church if’ they gradually come 1o hold the basic dactrines of Christianity as we say them in the
Creed.
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CULTS:

Cults are religious groups which are character-
ized as being relatively short hved, and having a
charismatic leader, searching for a noystical
expericnce.

Some sociologists see cults as the first stage of 2
religious movement, which could eventuslly
develop into a sect or a church.

In Papua New Guinea we have some religious
movements calied Cargo Cults,

Whar view of God does the person in the Carge
Cilt have?

Sometimes in Cargo Cults, people believe that
Guod s the one who will send the Cargo if people
do the right kind ol actions that the lcader names.
This attitude makes the people in control of Cud.
If they do certain things, then God must act by
sending the cargo.

How ix this attitude different from the words
of Mary ?

"I am the Lord s servant, let what you kave said

he dome to me ',
or of Jesus

‘Father. not my will, hut yours be done

Whalt does the Church teach about Sects and
Cults and New Religious Movements?

The Catlwlic Chureh teaches that in regard o
sects  and cults and any new religious
mavemnents, while we preserve our own honesty.
wee also remember that cach religious group has
the right to profess its own faith and to live
according Lo ils own conscience.

We rmemcmber the respect due 1o every
person. We try to make our attitude to sincere
belicvers, one of openness and understanding,
not one of condemmation.

In the column opposite, an § vear old child has
written their view of God.

30 you think this child has a positive view of
God? What makes you think this?

Would you describe this child as kind or selfish?
Give a reason for your answer.

Even in this voung child, we can see thal already
they have formed a definite attitude about God,
Think about how you would descnbe God.

Write a paragraph for your class notice beard,

An 8 year old’s
view of God

1S 8 0 88 088880 8 8. 8.1

W One of God s muin jobs (s making people.
He makes these to put in place of the ones that
e xer thar there will be enough peaple to take +*

* CErE q_l".'h.'.'q,;.'.' hare of earth. _*_
He doesn’t make grownups, just babiey. [

W shink because they are sevaller and easier zn*

'_*'mrjhr, Thr! H'c.'__|.-'.hr.=' dimesn § furve fo fake ufr Feix *‘

¢ valuable time feaching them ta talk and walk by
He can just leave that to the mothers amd *

*J}.lrﬁe'r.s { thirk i works out good. *
God's second most imporians fofr i listening

*ru propers. Ar owiel w of this goes on -ﬁ'.!l'*
senmee people pray af other (imey hesides bed-

'*' limme omd sowre peogle even pray every lime *‘
they ear. Cog doesn 't have time 1o Fisten 1o the

*r&a‘f’n o TF becouse of this. Ax he hears
evgrything not only pravers, Hhere must be a

*Ie'rr.‘bu'u lor of noise poing am in his edrs. -"*
thivk we should oll b o linle gquieter.

* God sees everything and hears everyihing and -

¢ i everywhere which keeps him pretly frug).
So don't go wastiig kis time asking for things +*
thed warers ' InTporianl. or g OEF PO Doreaty

: ared sk for something frey seid you couldnr *
.HE'«-'E!

* *
e e ek ik ke kK

Write yvour view of
(jod and paste 1t
around the classroom

Dy 5




attitudes for
iprayerful bible reading:
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Since the Bible is ofien the cause of problems between people, this page has been written Lo help us
understand how to read the Bible well. To understand the Bible we must be aware of 3 truths,

1. The first truth is that (zod does want to communicate with us and that the Bible is a special
Torm of that communieation .

[Howrever, we remrember that misunderstandings accur cven when we are communicaling with oue
best friends. Even with our friends we must make a big «ffort to understand and be understood. This
goes for the Bible as well as for ordinary friendship. We especially need the help of God®s Holy Spirit
in reading the Bible.

2. The second truth is that the Bible is 1 collection of books. It is not magic.

Books have lo be read, and reading is what we call an act of interpreeation.

Reading means a mesting between ourselves and the words of the book - which have been influenced
by the time and place and person of the writer

In other words, these books were written al & particular time in a particular place, in a particnlar
culture and language, by people with their own faults and problems and insights.

We can understand the book better when we come to know and love the perscn who wrote it by
learning about the kind of problems hiz people had, and the kind of people he wrote for.

3. The third truth is that we who come to read this sacred book, are ordinary people.

We have ordinary brains which do not work more efficiently when we are reading the Bible than they
do when we are reading the newspaper. If | cannot understand some parts of the newspaper. then [
should not be surprised to realize that I do not have complete understanding of every part of the Bible.
AL the same time we remember that God is not limited by our inadequacics and God can still use the
Bible to help us. We just have to be prayerful in using the Bible and not be so prond that we think we
know what every sentcnce means.

Which paves of the
HEwspaper G0 vou
raod i
HWhat are your
fovourite sections? Whar i vossr
e Fevemrite section of
i the Bible?

\ whis 15 Life,




Topic Six
Activities and
Assignments
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= Imagine
I.’-.; =
;;_-‘ . that you have your own home. and that Jesus (a Jew) s coming to your house for a meal, _:_r
J‘|.1|."h.~1t would you prepare in order to make him feel welcome and comlortable? =1
_J —
-Thmk about |

1
= | 2
.+ food he wold like, =1
E_’,«l- customs he would be used 1o, f__]
= prayers he might say, _ ) 5
= L topics of conversation he would be interested in, and so on. £y
= —

o " =
|:J Diraw, wrile or act out some of the things. E;

o :
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Below is a table showing some of the images of mem%
i

hurch that discussed and the kKind of
Chuare i 3 Page 14 there was a story about .]asus

; nity that each image describes.
g B going back 1w Heaven and meeting the

Read about these images again, and choose one H
: i 7 Archangel Gabriel
i lot
that you like the best, or that means a lot to you Do you think Gabriel was right? That

winy

now in your life, Jesus was a bit foolish not to have

Write a paragraph saying how this imape has R T

helped you understand more about the Churchand |2 ol e -

also say how you think il can help you in your g it lasam el

s -dir-’iﬁe ¥ 5 to spread the message of the sabvation
ks A £k Lhat he brings?

IMAGE DESCRIBES CHURCH H'}ra:u. two columns in your exercise book

l'

AR and wrile down some points favouring

each side. You might like to have a class

Discipl Led by the Spirit
ol kel ¥ debate on this topic.

Sacrament Jesus present in the world ¥

. Famil { Jesus goes back to heaven and
heople Gnc i leaves us to ﬁmsh his work
Hicrarchy Ordersd insiiluiion 55

H This was a wise move because
Sefam Fclnusciias ri. . SO e it
Ecumenical Unified and fos all 1 hﬁ o i b-‘ C":';ih;h of Jesus E
T L e S e R R R et

Body *Sharing Jesus” life 4

Hegauld Lenl on Mission : E%m ,LE ‘;J




Staries

L. An old Jew named Samuel, stopped going
to the synagogoe because someone there had
publichy humiliated him.

One day a rabbi from the synagogue visited
Samuel. He asked to come and sit with
Samue! in fromt of his fire.

And so the two men sat in complete silence,
watching the fire burn.

After about 20 minutes, the old rabbi picked
" up a stick, took 2 glowing coal from the fite
and put it outside on the dirt.

As they watched, the coal slowly lost its
glow. Then it died completely.

A few minutes later, Samuel turmed to the old
rabbi and said,

1 understand,

"l come back 1o the synagogue”,

What did Samuel undersiand?

Here is one explanation;

Just as the coal losi-heat when it gor sepa-
rated from the ‘coal community' so we risk
losing our faith when we separate ourselves
Jrom the 'Cheistian commmmity "

What do vou think about this explanation?®

2. Francesca savs:

‘My life with the Church has been on and off.
When I was younger, my family used to go to
church every week. But as | got older. we
stopped going except on days like Christmas
and Easter.

Lately, I have been going to church much
more often than | used to. My faith now 15 the
scarching type. Il seems 1 am asking
questions or testing my faith to try to find
answers. Lately, I've come Lo the conclusion
that most of my questions can’t be answered.
I'm starting to understand | must put more
trust in God and, if I do, [ have a feeling that
my guestions will be answered someday,

What do you think abowt Francesca’s faith?
Have you ever felt fike this?

If you stapped going to church, what do you
thirk you would miss the most?

Wnite down:
the name of vour favourite hymn

the name of your foveurite prayer
the name of a Christian who inspires you

41

Assignment:

(1. Imagine you are a reporter Tor the Jerusalem
| “National Couricr’.

| ¥ou have been asked w write 2 feature article on |
the extraordinary happenings that occurred in
Jeruzalerm on the Jewish feast of Pentecost,

| Begin by explaining why there were extra people
{in town, and include some interviews with people
| who were eve-witnesses o the event.

OR

(2. Pretend vou are parl of 1! |V the most!
Ep::npuiar T.¥. station in Jerusalem. =
| Get together with a few other members of your
|class and present the evening news for Pentecost
| Sunday.

| Also include some interviews with cye-witnesses.

'Y ou will need people to acl as
! the newsreader,
the reporters,
the by-standers
and main characiers
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Activities:
1. Read the poem on the next page.

The first-2 lines talk about the magnificent enterprisc that is God’s work.

What do you think this magnificent enterprise is7

Choose one of the sentences beginning with “No® in the first verse and explain it

Look at verse 2. What does the author mean by seeds?

Write down two seeds you have planted that will ene day grow.

Look atverse 3. Why does the Archbishop say it is libcrating to know that we don’t have to do
everything?

2. Wrile 2 topic poesm on the Chuirch,

A topic poem contains five lines.

The first lime: contans onby one word, a noun.

The second line contains two adjectives relating to the noun.

The third line contains three verbs.,

The fourth line has a four word comment.

The fifth line 15 a single word which means the same as the word osed in the first line.

ep Kingdom
Heavenly, carthly,
Grows, reveals, challenges
Our oow and foture
Salvation.

Variation: The limes have ong, two, three, four, and one word the same as above, but the second
describes the first, the thied and fourth lines describe a mevement or action, and the last line is again
a single word, with the same meaning as the first word.

ex- Christ
{zod's Son
Born in Belhichem
Saviour of all people
Lord.

3. Imagine 84 Paul has come to stay in your village or suburb or seftlement. He visits the church
leaders and observes what happens on Sundays and also what happens on weekdays. When he gets
back to hrs home town of Damascues he writes you a letter:

Put the title to the letier: A letter from 5t Paul to the ... weerssrnene | THEINE YOUT 0w people or
place or parish). Write down what you think 5t Paul would say about your place.
Remember 5t Paul usually found seme things he wanted improved and others he praised.

4. Write anp ACROSTIC,

Take the word LEADER and think of & quality that a gdod leader possesses, using words beginning
with cach of those letters.
(Wrile the word *“LEADER’ going down the page and the qualities going across the page).

1o the same with the word *CHURCT.




We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction
of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work.
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying
that the kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection,
no pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No one programme accomplishes the Church’s mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

This is what we are about.
We plant the s=eds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted,
knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.
' We provide yeast that produces effects
far beyond our capabilities.

We cannot do everything,
and there is a sense of freedom in realizing that.
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning
A step along the way,
an epportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter
and do the rest.
We may never see the end results,
bt that is the difference
between the master bulider and the worker.

We are the workers, not the master builders
ministers, not Messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.




. didyou know... thereare 7 -
: important rules for all

: Catholics to keep ....
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v To keep holy the day of the Lord s resurrection.

+  To lead a sacramental life, with the reception of the Eucharist
and penance at least once a year

«  To study the Church s teaching throughout one's life, and to see
that our children are taught the faith.

v To observe'the marriaee laws of the Church

o  To contribute to the support of both the local and world-wide
Church

+  To do penance on the appointed days

+ 1o join in the missionary outreach of the Church.

Many people ask the same guestion that the juiler avked Paul and Silas “What must | do to be
saved? " or that the rich young man asked Jesus ~What good thing must [ do to recei ve eternal
life?” The leaders of our Church have given us these rules as a guide, helieving that they will
help us on our journey. Rewrite them using your own words, and explain the one you think is
mirsl important for You in your life now.
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In Papua New Guinea, our Prime Minister does not go around checking to see that we are all praying,
and it is not a crime to be an atheist. The preamble to our Coastitution does say however, that we, the
people of Papua New Guines, *pledge ourselves (0 guard and pass on o those who come after s,
our noble traditions and the Christian principles thar are curs now”.

In the first century, the Romans were very serious about guarding their religious beliefs.

Every person had to worship the Koman gods. Not o worship was a crime against the country.

You could be put in jail or even lose your life for committing this crime. There was one exceplion.
* The Jews were allowed fo practice their own relimion.

50 when the Jewish leaders said that the 'Followers of the Way', (those whe believed in Jesus), could

o longer worship in the Synagogues, and could no longer be a part of Judaism, this was a very big
prabiam.

It meant that the Christian group within Judaism was.no longer legal, and wounld be in tronble with the
Romans for not worshipping the Roman pods. As you can imagine, this caused a lot of bitterness
between the Jews who believed in Jesus and those who didn't. This separalion from Judaisim did not
happen suddenly, or at the very beginning. For a long rime those who believed in Jesus remained a
group within Judaism, although attiiudes and practices varied from place to place.

What were the names of some other groups within Judaism?
Can you think of reavons why tie first Christians eventually had to worship in their homes or in

iumngls arderpround?

Who was a famows Jewish person who started off persecuting those who believed in Jesus, bur then
ended up by preaching Jesus kineself?

Try to finish this sentence - there is more than one COFFect answer:
Since the Jews were allowed to practice their own religion, then ...

Discuss whether it would be a good idea fo have a low in pur country like the Romans did, thar
people must worship God or be punished

It is very important to remember that the Christian religion has its roots in Judaism.

It was a Jewish festival, the Day of Pentccost, when the first 3000 people were baptized.

Pentecost is still an important Jewish feastday. We take this feastday as our own as well, because this
feast became for ws the beginning of a new era, the beginning of the Church.

Jesus had ascended into heaven but he showed on this day that his Spirit lives in us and continues his
work through us. :
The Jewish people however, were the first to hear the word of God. They were and are God's chosen
people. God never takes back his choice. Jesus was a Jew, all the Aposties were Jews and s0 was
Mary, the Mother of Jesus. - s

Write a prayer thanking God for the Jewish people. and for peace between their coumtry of Lsrael
and their neighbours in Jordan, Lebamon, Syria, Egypt, and Irayg. See if you can find out something
about il these coumpries.




&l

Using the information given below, your own knowledge, dnd the Library if necessary, write down
_ the list of those groups you think would be called Christian Churches. Look back at the definition of
Church on Page 37.

CaEMmoll 30

MARCOMIEM 14O
PADTANIETS (60
MARICHEIS™M RS
| ARIANS 225

LuTHERANS 1531

| ANGLICANS  153L

| AbYENTISTS [BUOC

. BAHAI'S 1Bkl

I ZaLusTion ARMY 1BLS
BAPTETS 108
auarers 1891
METHODIETS 1339

i mOoRMoHs 1830

| JEHOVAA'S wITHESSES 1330
| EVANGELICALS 1S90
NAZAREMES 18495
PENTECOSTALE 1903
UNITING CHURCH 1968

Catholic Church: Founded by Jesus Christ, who is truly God and who was made flesh in the Virgin
Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit. This Church started af Pentecost with the Apmﬂﬁ about the
vear 30 CE. The word Caﬂml]:: means ‘universal®.

Marcionism: Ir-cruruiad by Marcion about 140 CE. He mbd&mﬂmmmmmﬂguds, one the creator
of the material world (which he believed to be evil) and the other the master of the spititual world.

Mosntanists: Founded by Montanus, a priest about 160 CE. This group believed in privatc revelation
and personal inspiration rather than the teaching authority of the Church. Th:ymugﬂlihatmerem
no fm’glms of smn after Baptism.

Manicheism: Founded by a Persian, Mani, about 245 CE. Mani pra:nnla.mwd himself the E‘pmt
promised by Jesus. He rejected the Old Testament. Hnabﬁarq]mtmiﬂﬂm because of the account in
Acts of the Holy Spirit coming to the Apostles.

Arians: Founded by Arius about 325 CE. He said that Jesus \l.rasm.st a man and rejected the idea of
the Trinity. It seems Arius may have been cross from net being made a Bishop.

Lutberans: Founded by Martin Luther in1521. He came to belisve that we are justified by faith
- nlm:,nﬂmutgﬂudwuh Luather held the Bible to b:ﬂwmi}auﬂlmﬂ}' Preaching the Word s a
very important au:tmty in the Lutheran Church.

Anglicans:’ Founded by Henry VIII of England aboirt 1534. He declared himself the head of the
(Catholic) Church m England. Later this became a separate Church.
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Advenrists: founded about 1840 by George Whiterficld who was a Methodist preacher, (Others
‘followed, all claiming to have had revelations from God, especially one lady, a Mrs Ellen Whate
Adventists believe that Mrs. White's testimonies are the only true interpretation of the Bible.

Bahai's: Founded by Baha-u-Allah about 1364, Bahai's believe that there is one God and that his
“prophets were Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Mohammed. Bahai’s do not believe in the Trinity.

Salvation Army: Founded by William Booth, a Methodist minister about 1865. God is their General
and their role is to fight evil and bring peace into the lives of people. They preach and are involved
very actively in good works for others.

B-pnsts, Founded by John Smyth about 1608. He was an Anglican minister. Their hapusm i5
directed towards adults who can maturely accept Clirist a5 their Saviour.

Quakers: Founded h}- George Fox about 1630. Known as the Socicty of Friends, they have no
official mimisters and no 2t prayvers. They practice stillness and quist and expect a response. of the
Spirit which they acknowledge by revealing their experience aloud.

Methodists: Founded by John and Charles Wesley about 1739, They werns Aﬂgj]:an ministers. They
gtrictly keep the Lord’s day, and avoid aloohol and worldliness.

Mormons: Founded by Joseph Smith in 1830, They are also Im-::lwn a3 the Church of the Latler [la;.

Saints. They teach that the T nnlrt'_'.r are 3 men, God the Father being Adam. They ailow more than one
wife,

Jehovah's Witnesses: Founded by Charles Russcl about 1872, They teach that there is no Trinity,
and that God will raisc only the members of the Jehovah Witnesses.

Evangelicals: Founded by Hudson Taylor shout 1890. They hold to a faith which has heen
influenced by Lutherams, Methodists and Baptists. From this movement came many other groups such
as Bible Church, Evangelical Bible Mission, PNG Bible Church, Faith Mission, New Tribes and
oifvers.

Nazarenes: Founded in 1895 by a mixed group of Methodists and Baprists. They keep Sunday holy,
excluding sport, work, gambling, smoking, dancing ectc. They cmphasize prayer and a common
. worship. : F

Pentecostals: Pentecostalism is characterized by the belief that everyone can receive the gifts of the
Holy Spirit as happened at the first Pendecost. Pentecostal churches were founded in the sarly 20th
Century. The A.0.G.’s (founded 1914) is onc of the largest Pentecostal groups. Another one is the
Four Square Gospel (1921). Nowadays. almost all Churches have their own charismatic membership,
including Anglicans, Catholics @nd Lutherans.

Uniting Church: In 968, Methodists, Calvinists, and the London Missionary Society; joined
congregalions (o form the Uniting Church.
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3o a rescarch project on one of the above Churches. Share what you discovered with your class.
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Afor pour oton reading and reflection:

The following reading is from the writings of 5t frenacus, who died in the 2nd
Century, about the year [80. What he wrote then, is still true for us today.

“Although the Church is spread throughout the world to the ends of the earth, it
received from the apostles and their disciples, the faith which 1t professes.

It believes in one Giod, the Father almighty, the maker of heaven and earth, the sea
and all that 15 i them; in one Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who became flesh for
our salvetion; and in the Holy Spint, who preached through the prophets the plans
of God: the coming of our beloved Lord Jesus Christ, his birth from the Virgin, his
passion, his resurncction from the dead and his bodily ascension into heaven, his
coming from heaven o raise to life all human fesh, so that, in accordance with the
will of his Father, whom no person can see, every knee may bow before Jesos
Christ, our Lord and God. our Saviour and our King, and all creation be subjected to
his just jedgement.

bince the Church has accepted this preaching and this faith, even though it has

spread throughout the world, it keeps it carcfully, as though it lived in one howse
only. The Church believes these truths, as if it had but one soul and onc heart, it
preaches them and hands them on as though it had but one mouth. For although
there are many different lanpuages in the world, even so the strength of tradition is
one and the same.

‘The Church founded in Germany believes exactly the same and hands on exactly the
same as do the Spanish and Cehic Churches, and the ones in the East, those in
Eevpl and Libya, and Jerusalem; the centre of the world. As the sun, which is
Guod's creature, is the same throughout the whole world, 5o the preaching of the
truth shines n all places, and enlightens all those who wish to come to the
knowledge of the trth,

The one who 15 an excellent speaker will not preach anything different from this.,
nor will a iess good speaker lessen the tradition. Since faith is one and the same, the
person who has much o say about 11 does not add 1o it, and the one who has less
does not sulbiract from it.”
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