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Prayer before Class
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0 Holy Spirit of light and truth,
help me now as I begin this class
to understand what I am taught
to remember what I learn,
and to work hard to learn well.
Amen.
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To the student:

Your exercise book is a companion to this book. By writing down your thoughts,
sharing them with your teacher and with others, you will learn far more about
yourself and God's action in your life, than by using this book by itself.

And affer all, isn't this what life is for?

There are many questions that come to our mind when we think about the
history of the Church.. May you discover more and more, the love of Father,
Seh and Spirit, their dwelling place within you, and their plan for your life and
for the world, as you journey through your religion programme this year,




All of us know about the beginning of the
Church, when the Holy Spirit was sent into the
world, giving new life and new courage to the
Apostles,

of Trial

We probably even know about people who lived
in the time of the Apostles, such as Saul and
Stephen.

Discuss with your friend, something vou know
abour Saul gr Stepher.

In this book we are going to look at the story or
history of the Church since the Apostles, zll the
Wiy D our own country and oot own day,
Church history is the story of ordinary people
who loved Jesus. They had all the problems of
growing up, of learning to work with othets as
we have. It is the story of people wha felt just
hike we do when faced with dificulties or with
evenls that changed their lives. Some of these
people influenced the world for good and
became cxtraordinary because of their love for
Jesus and their desire to be true to the way Jesus
asks us to live,

When we study Church history, the very word
‘history” takes = new meaning. It becomes *his
story” - the story of Jesus and of his promise: io
be with us.

Church history however, cannot be separated
from the general history of the world. In talking
about any particular time of Church history, we

~ also have fo talk about the political social and

economic problems of that time as well. And
although we will see different problems from
age to ape, we will also see that often the causes
of the problems are the wme: jealousy, pride,
greed, the spirit of evil working against God's
Holy Spirit. Many times in Fan:t people have
tried 1o destroy the work Jesus began and to
wipe out his name from the earth. But they have
never succeeded.

Chur story 1S 3 very mteresting story. There are
times when we are filled with pride at the heroic
decds of people, and times when we are sad at
the sinfulness of those claiming to follow Jesus.
It is a story of intermittent persecution as Jesus
foretold m the Gospel.

Look up the word imfermittent
diclionary. Whal does ¥ frean?

In this book, we are going to ook ar our history
through the stories of people who lived during
the time we are looking at. When we learn zbout
these people, we will sec the political and social
problems of their time and also understand the
kKind of problems the Church fau:d

St. Polycarp

im oy

During the first 300 years, Christianity was not
a legal religion. Persecution came at the orders
of the Roman Emperors. At this, time, many
Christians had to give their lives for what they
believed. Ome of these people was Polyvearp.

He was born in Asiz Minor in the year 69, Little
1= known of his early life. Tradition tells us that
he was sold as a slave to a ladv called Callisto.
She brought him up =5 her son, and when she
died she left him all her money.

Callisto and Polycarp lived in Ephesus, which
was the main port of Asia
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"AY Fpiigsus they neard thic message of Jesus, and”
eceme Christians.

“They heard about jesos from the Apostle Jobn,
 whi speat his last veurs m the city of Ephesas.
Sdohn would sit for Rours telling storiss of the days
- he: spent with Jesus and of the teachings of Jesus.
Jolvearp was among thoze who listened o this
Apostle. He sat and listened to John and was
deeply impressed. .

Polycarp gave away all the mongy he had
recerved from Callisiv and worked o halp his
community hecome & real Christian community
After the death of lohn, he camied on the
spreadimg and the living of the Good News.
Evervoue loved him. When the sarly Christians
asked: What did Jesns look fike? What did he say
about this? What did bhe do in this casc? they
would say: ;

Lot ws go ard ask Folvears’

At that time the Homans were the Adminigtrators
of Asia Mmos, The Romans bebeved ther pods
had given thom theoir great Empire and tho pesce
and riches they emoyed. To keep these blessings
they worshipped thetr gods famhdllly.

It was the duty of the povenument to sec that the
people did thiz, fr of the gods were neplectad,
they believed war, poverty and orher moubles
wonld come, '
fn the zame winv, many of o pecrle believe if the
spirifs ove neglected, bod ihings will happen, For
exampie they maks special actions or sav certain
wards fo please the spirits before planing a
worden, wr hoarvesting the first fruits, This iv so
tfre harvest wifl be good ard mol spaill

When the people become Cheistiens, they said
they worshipped the wnscen 2nd only God in a
different way. Becauss the Romans couldn®™

understand this, they said the Cheistians were

atheists whe did nol believe in 3 god. This wes a
SCTIOUS ¢rime against the state of Rome.

Another re son winy the Emperors were angry
with the Chyistians was that they would not take
part in the worship of the Emperor. The
Christians believed there was only one God, so
they could nol worship the Emperor a5 a god.
When Polycarp was an old man of 86, a bip
crowd came to Smyma for a games festival. One
of the events was for Christians to be brought
before the crowd snd asked toc bum incense m
honoor of the Emperor. i they refused they were
thrown to the lions to be killed &nd caten.

A Rorman shirme

The crowd enjoved this game. Thev shouted:

*Away with the Atheists! Go and find 13"||'||}:|:51rp'!3
He -is- the leader —af these Chrstiang! - Some
people in the crowd realized what was poing to
happen and ran to tell Polycarp to escape. They
made him move from house to house. The
soldiers however, made bwo slaves talk and tell
them where the people were hiding Polycarp.
When Polycarp’s hiding place was discovernsd,
he came down and talked to the soldiers and
ordered food for them. He asked them to give
him an hour to pray. He praved and prayed and
the soldiers histened. As they watched, they
were sofry that they had come after so old and
w0 holy 2 man.

Polycarp was taken to the pames ground where
the crowds were. As he stood before the
Governor, (Quadrates, he was asked to bum
incense o the Emperor and to say “Away with
the Atheists™.

Polycarp pointed to all the rows of people who
had come o watch the Christians die, and said:
“MAoway with the Atheists™!

i course this made the crowd very anpry!




The governor said ~Remember how old vou are.
Swear the oath and curse Chriss | It will not hort
¥ou to say “Caesar is Locd” and to bum ineeise i
the Emperor. Save your life™?

There was a preat silence in the crowd as they
waited for Polvearp™s answer.

Polycarp looked up at the povernor and raised his
hand. He said *For 86 years | have served Jesus and
He has dune me no wrong. How can 1 blaspheme
my King who saved me? You know that | am a
Christian and ean never say Cacsar s God

The governor still tried to reason with Folycarp. He
said: “Listen to those people callig for your death.
T have wild animals. | will throw you to them i you
do not repent.”

Polycarp s2id Send for them '

S0 the governor sent his messenger around the
grounds calling to the peuple “Polycarp says he is a
Christian.” _

The people answered, *This is the teacher of Asia.
He is the father of the Christians. the destrover of

our gods. He teaches many nol 10 sacrifice ur 10
worship the gods. Burn bim alive.”

Then the people took the law into their own hands.
They collected wood and ssieing Polycarp they
began to tie hir to 2 post.

He said: “Don’t tie me up | die freely. [ die becanse
| belicve. [ am happy to doso”.

This made the crowd very angry. They ran with
torches 1o light dwe fire. Polvoap was humt to
death. He died rather than desy his heliel in Jesus.

|
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Many others also died rather than deny the
heliet which the Good Wews pave them,
Many who saw them die asked ahout the
Giood Mews and learned o believe in God and
m tesus whom God sent w live with us.
People asked “What makes these Christiang
love one another? Why aren’t they jeafne?
Why don’t they pavhack’” Fersecutions did
not even frighten them and often as they died
they sang. for their hope was preat. Ve
emperor was cross that ‘he Christizus died
singing and with 4 smaile on their fsces. fHe
asked argrily *Why azen’t they atiail 1o g’
These stovies tell ws thor Cheistion wiliess
was one of e firss veans of spreadiiog e
Crand Wews ard a very importent mc. 7 is
ALFT mpowraend fodn

Act out the stors o Folyearp in pour clavs,
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i Thmk of a time vou hove been infloencs | E
L by meeing eormeone do something good. P
L Write yoamr story in your ook :
| ]
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Folycarp refuses fir be fred
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The persecution of the carly Christians did not
occur just m the first century and it was not
universal, There was still confusion in some
places about the punishment, and some Emperors
were more lenient than others,

The following are copics of letters written to one
of the Emperars by ome of the Roman Governors,
and also a copy of the Emperos”s reply. The
Emperor at this time was & man called Trajan.

GEFEE ORI P OO oY
& Pliny the Younger,

£ Govemnor of Bithynia

% To tire Mess Mehile Emperor Trajan.

£

& Greefings!

% When [ am in doubt about soimething, 1o whom
7 better can | come for advice than you, my Lond?
i My problem is with the Christizns.

'- 1 have exdmined thosc who were brought before
¥ me

- 1 found they were innocent of crime except that
4 they have a [aith which our law does not permir,
4 | have asked them fhres limes: “Are vou a

% Christian? If you are you shall be exceuted”.

% Anyone who confessed he was a Christian |

£ septenced to death.

* Many Christians have been braught before me.
i" miamy more will he accused.

" What are your inrstructions most noble Emperor?
:; Farewell!

&

LA A S A L R S A sl it sl

Polycarp lived st a time that was very close 1o the
time of the Apostles. We heard how he listened
stories from John, the beloved disciple. We are
now going to look at the story of Agnes, who
lived about 200 ycars later. She was put to death
in 204.

Sf. Agres

PPPPP P00 904949000

Agnes lived in the city of Rome. Her father was a
rich noblerman, He had a beautiful palace, filled
with many precious things, but above all their
other treasurcs, the man and his wife loved their
daughter Agnes. Agnes was very beautiful. Not
only was she beautiful; she was kind and loving
to everyone, and when she passed by, smiling
happily as though she had some wonderful secret,
people lumed to look at her. They said;

How pretty and good she is. Swrely she will
marry some rich young mon, and live happily
ever affer |

To Pliny the ¥Younncr

Grectings!
Y ou have done right. Mo fixed rule can be Izid
down for each case.

Remember that Christians are oot o be hamied
down. Amy Christian who is brought before you and
confesses to be @ Christian shall be punished.
Amyone who demes be s a8 Christizn and bumns
incense 10 our pods shall be pardoned.

Farewe]l!

Indeed there was a rich voung man who was in
love with Agnes! His name was Procop, and he
was the son of the Prefect of Rome.

The Prefect was a very important man; any girl
who married his son would be very rich and be
respected by all the other people. But do you
think Agnes was keen on this fellow?  Ch No!

Procop asked Agnes to marry him, bt Agnes
had made up her mind 10 spend her life loving
and serving only Jesus. She said 10 Procop,

You will find mrother who will be your wife,
bist | must remain faitkful to my Lovrd”

Procop was sad and puszled. He had never seen
any other young man in Rome talking to Agnes.
He thouwght that perhaps she was imagining
things, for she was only thirteen. Surely she
would forget this dream. and turn o him. But
Agnes did nol forget. Daily she grew w love
more and more her Lord who had died for her
on the Cross. :

As time went by, Procop realized that Agnes
would never mamy him, He grew thin and pale,
and n::g]mttd hiz studics. He no fonger played
games, or rode his horses with the other young
men of Rome. His parents became very worried.
They could not understand why Agnes would
not marry Procop.
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iz f chomi thar Agnes is a Clristion!”

When the Prefect heard this, be was very angry.
He, like most Romans; would have liked to get rid
of all Christians, because they would not worship
the Roman gods. The Prefoct went to set Agnes’
parcats,

“Tour daughter is 0 marTy my son” he
announced. °If she refuses then she will be put to
death. You know the law about Christians.”
Agnes” parents were temfied. As soom as the
Prefect had left, they called Agnes to them.

‘The Prefect knows that vou are a Christian. If

you do not marry Procop, you will be put fo
death. Go to the catacombs and hide there; or else
mamy Procop, and live.”

Al this time, many Christans were using the
catacombs for gathering o hear the Word of God
and to celebraie the Ewchanst (The calacombs
were places where people buried their dead, and
the Chnistians loved to gather around the tombs of
the martyrs ) They were also good hiding places.

‘Don’t worry,” replied Agnes. <] am not afraid. 1
will nol marmy Procop, neither will 1 run away and
hide. I shall remain faithful to my Saviour and he
will hetp me with-the grace 1 need.” Within a few
davs, the soldiers came, armed with spears and
swords, and they took Ammes away from her
parents., ;

The next moming, when the streets of Rome were
crowded with people, Apnes was roughly pulled
o her feet, and led putl inko the road oulside the
prizon. Lauehing and swearing, the prison puards
torg the clothes from her body and forced Agnes
to walk along the pubfic highway.

With her head held high and her hips moving in
prayer, she walked slowly along the road. The
peaple stared to see so young and besutiful & girl
being humiliated and shamed.

When Agnes amived at the arena, the people
expected her o he afreid. Insiead she was smiling
and at peace. Full of anger, the Prefect shouted at
Apnes to renounce Jesus and o offer sacrifices to
the pagan gods.

Calmly, she made the sign of the Cross, and

replied, -y, mav kill me, bt you cannot hl.'lﬂ.l'l'll.".:

| have:consecrated mysell 1o Jesus Christ
As ‘she spoke, 2 shining angel with a ﬂartmg

.sword, appearcd at Agnecs side, and fo and
behald! she was clothed in 2 beautiful white robe.
At the sight of the angel, Procop rushed forward
with his sword drawn, to strike the angel.

Hut was e angei harmed? No way! Quick as
tightenimg flashed the sword of ihe angel, and
Procop fell to the ground. In agony the Prefect
rushed to his son, but he found that Procop was
dead. “Agmes,” he cricd, *If vou have done no
wrong, prove it, by giving me back my son.’

*I will ask Jesus,” replied Agnes, ‘If he wishes,
he can restore your son to life.” Silently her lips
moved in praver. All eves were upon Procop.
Surcly this thing could not happen! Amd yet,
first his head moved, then a hand, and slowly, as
ﬁl-::ﬁlgh waking from a ':T"":P- sleep, Pn;:-uﬁ]j ose
to his feet. The people stared in wondcr, and
overjoyed, the -Prefect led his son fmm Liu:
arenz.

“The Prefect immediately fm‘gnt the E]'c:a.t debt

he owed to Agnes, and ordered another soldier,
Aspersion, to continue the work of killing
Agnes. Agmes was led to the stake, there to be
burnt to death: As she walked up to the huming
wood, smiling and vnafraid, the flames beat to
one side, forming a clear path for her to tread. In
a loud voice she cried out to praise God. |

The crowd was silent. The sight of this voung
girl, 50 lovely and so calm, moved them to tears.

- Many fell on their knees, crymg out: *Show me

how to be Christian too’. Al this, Aspersion was
filled with a termible anger. He ordered a soldier
standing by 1o cut off Agnes® head, since the
flames refused to bum her. As she knelt with

- her beautiful hair falling about her, people cried

out in sormow, Calmly, Agnes pulled the shining
hair from her neck and prayed aloud:

Tuke me Lord [ long o come fo you

As the sword fell, her biood stained her dress
and the ground around her. The soldier who had
killed her could not move, As a soldier he had
obeved orders, bul he fell decp sormow at taking
lJﬁ_l: life: of this girl,

The body of Agnes was buried in a simple grave
ontside Rome. Daily her mother and father went
there to peay, full of prief at the loss of their
heloved daughter. While they were at the grave
one day, Apnes.seddenly appeared tc them. She
was leading a g{"nup of young girls, and in her
arms she carried a snow-white lamb.

‘Do not cry for me’ she said gemily to her
PATEM=. ] am happy with Jesus. There will be
many young girfs who will follow me. They foo,
will give their lives to Christ, through the years
10 Gome.”




DR TLRE TOERE Trud, _ARnlisss wOAnge WOaIesn ave
geven iz ves to Christ, not ail Dy dying at me
tunds of a soldier, bul many by giving up all and

following him on garth,

The name Agnes means “a lamb’, She is often
pictured with & lamb m her arms.

When we read of the sufferings of Apnes and
Polycarp, and the many carly martyrs of the
Chure' we see Jesus' words coming truc m the
life of the Church, as well as in the life of
individuals:

Truly, truly T say to you, wnless a seed dies and
1§ buried in the earth, i remains only a single
gram, But if it dies, then it bears much fruit.”

(i 12:24).

Cur pext topic talks about how Chnstaniiy
becomes truly established in Evrope. The secd
that died and was buried in the earth, has grown
and bocome strong. Now it is sending ot new
branches.

Bejare going on to this topic however, moake sure
vou have dome afl the activities in the next
cofumn, and the ones on the mexl poge.

IE el sy, S el e e [\ T T (TR B TN TR T (L I T L T s O S I T T T il e e g i i . i i i 3 e e g T o, e vl ey 1

aomc of the mam peopie in this oy ars:
Frocop, Apnes, Aspersion, the Prefect, Agnes'
parents. Other people mentioned are a slave
and a soldier.

1. a) Choose onc of these people and sex i vou
can find ol from the library,
the kimed of clothes they would heve wom

- something they would hawve used in their
house or for ther job.

b} Choose 3 of the above people and think of
something good Lo write about each one. ¢.g.
The Prefoct was a man who loved his son and
wanied him to be bappy.

¢} Writc out onc paragraph from the stoey and
draw a picture to illestrate it, Or .,

Mark different stedents to draw the main
events im the story, and when the pictures are
finished join them along the classroom wall or
narlice board to make & picture story.

2. Apnes was not a sister, or a priest or even a
married person.

How do you think she gol the strength to be so
brawe?

3. A teacher once told her class. *l can tell
which oncs of yvou are going 1o lose their faith!”
The studenls were verv surprised. *How can
this persen know whether or not we arc going
to be faithfiel o Jesus? they thought to
themselves.

The teacher went on 10 explain,

'Faith iz like a tree, And the leaves of this tree
arc prayer. Just ax a fres needs it feaves
order to survive, so our faith needs prayer in
opder to survive.

The ones of you who will lose their faith are
those who do nol pray.”

Draw a ree in your exercise books.

If vou often talk to Jeans doring the day put
péenty of leaves on your ires,

if vou alse try wour best to pray to God oo
Sundays or other days by going to Mass, pat
SOME MoTe leaves on your tres.

If you belomg to a prayer group, add some
more leaves.

If you wsed (¢ pray a lot, et have dropped off
a bit, put some leaves floating to the groand

Write a sentence about
}IWM.'

and what wou can do
o fprove s leaves,
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? Cammnha are undﬂgmur.d unmn]s. The
people of Rome buried their dead in the
walls, Some had 4 storeys. Many hawve

\ martyTs buried in them.
A
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Tum back and fook at the fromt cover of this book. The background picture is 2 piciure taken inside some
catecombs called the catecombs of St Callisties. Thess catacombs are sorme among mamy which still exist and
can be visited today. There are no lights inside the catacombs bul you can see your way quile easily becanse
special smaller tinnels have been dug up to the surface which let in both light and air. Inside the temperature
stays the same. [t 15 ned too hot and not too cold.
The spaces you can sec in the walls are fombs. Because tourists used to take pieces of the rock that sealed the
tomb and even take away the bones, many of the timnels just have empty spaces along them. There are some
tuntvels and rooms that now have security bars across them so you can see what it used to be like, before the
tourists and others ook things for souvenin. Some rooms are beautiflly painted and even have marble cohmns
of pois and vases in them.
These catacombs are buill near & main road called the Appian Way which leads out of Rome, so they are not
secret places. They are really public cemeleries, but undesground. The catacombs are in different aress just lke
we have cemeteries in differsnt places. The Christians felt safe down in the catecombs because in a time of
persecuiion, the Roman soldiers did not wsually ke 10 go where so many dead people were buried. Perhaps they
felt nervous about disturbing the spirits of the dead =s some of our peaple would feel to.

Questions: ;
2. 1 Why do you think the Thristians did not mind being where dead people were buried?.
Q. Z. If you went to visit Rome one day, would you like to go to visit the catacombs? Why?

The picture below shows the road cafled the Appian Way. The buildings on the left are “above the ground”
tombs of rich Romans who wanted 1o be remembered by all who mswj along the road.
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During the first 300 years, the Aposties, the

Marlyrs, and the great writers of this time {called
the Fathers of the Church) were the ones to have
the maost mfluence on the Church. The next
persor to have a Dig influence on the lite of the
Church was a non-Christian for most of his hife.
This was the Emperor Constanline.

Constantine infleenced the Church becawse of his
iolerance towards Christianity, and because of an
cdizt he issned 1m Milan im 312, which made
Chrisiisnily a legal religion inthe Roman Empire.
Milam 15 & city o gy, See if vou can find i on o
e, How Jar s i from Milon (o Rome?

Background

“The first official persecution of Christians by the
Homan Empire was by Nero in 64 CE. The
F.oman Empire at this time was united and strons,
(rver the next 250 years this Empire started to
crumble. There were many regsons [or this
Politicians got scifish. There were wars on the
torders of the Empire. Sokdiers were not getting
e pav and were unhappy. The cummency was
dovained and  the people were subject to heavy
laxatipn. Villagers thal used to provide food for
ihe @by and wwns, kel their farms and migrated
in thee c2y ‘There were a 1o of wriban pooe

CUme serwss persecution of the Christians was by
the Emperor Diocletian. He blamed the Christians
for the breakdown of the greal Roman empire.. In
303-314. he hanned Christian worship, ordered
the destruction of Churches and books, arrested
Church leaders, and ordered evervone fo sacrifice
lo the gods.

In 305 Dhocletin resigned and appointed four of
his colleagues © succeed him: These men were
iraferius, Maxeitius, Licimius, and Constantinus.
They were Homan Commanders already in charge
of certain areas When Constantinus died, his son
Constantine vanted the whole Empire for
nimseit. 1he first person he merched to war

evelopments

apainsL was Maxentius, It is szid that the reason
Constaniine looked with swch [avour on
Christianity was that just before the battle of
Milvian Bndge, in 313 CE, m which he
defeated Maxentius, he saw a cross shining in
the sky topether with the words By this sign

you will conguer!”

Constantine ook these words as his motio. He

had the first twg leters of the Greek name of

Cheisl put on the helmets and shields of his
soldiers.

o
il

Constaniine probably also [evoured Christianity
bocanse the Christians were ordinary people
ke himself. Constantine did not come from a
preal and famous family. He was a soldier. He
became Emperor because he fought battles and
worn them.
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When Christianity became Jegal. it also became
important. Sunday was declared a holiday.
Christians did not have to pay laxes and were
grven many privileges.

The Council of Nicea

Constanting hoped that Christianity would help
unite his Empire, and this was one of the reasons
he allowed it Instead, Christians bepan
quarrelling amongst themselves. Constantine
called a meeting so they could resolve some of
their problems. At this meeting, a statemnent was
made giving a summary of what Christians
believe. It was called the Nicene Creed, afier the
city of Nicea where the Council was held. Many
other councils were held around this peried to
write down the things that had been taught from
the beginning, becsuse there were always those
who wanted to put their own bits in, which had
niot been laught by Jesus.
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% Fimnd the ¢ity of Nicea on a map. 2

< Work with a friend and see if you can write out
| the Nicene Creed, Check the last page of this

| book to see if you are right

= We sometimes say this Creed at Mass.
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Monastic Life

Before it was hard to be a Christian. Now it was
easy and Christians were favoured. Many people
became Christians to get 8 job, or 0 please the
Emperor, without caring about real Christian
attitudes. Men and women wanting to live a more
serious Christian life, began to go off to live in
the desert or hills by themselves, or to form
communitics where together they could worship
and work for God. If they lived by themselves,
they were called hermits. Next to the Creeds, the
greatest achievement of the early Church was this
kind of fifestyle. The deep desire of people living
4 manastic or hermit lifestyle in the early Church
and still today, is the desire to find God in the
depths of one’s heart, and 1o tume one’s own spirit
te God's indwelling Spirit.

St Antony

Christian monasticism took on an crganized style
in Egypt in the late third century A young
Egyptian hermil named Antony was the first 1o
draw followers to himsell in this way.

»

St Antony was Dorn about the year 250, He
came from a well respecied family who owed
land in a beautiful and fertile valley. His parents
died when he was only cightesn, and he was left
to ook afler a young sister. One day, he was
going to the church as usual, and thinking about
those who had sold all they had to follow Jesus.
When he got to the church, the gospel for that
day was the story of the rich wmi;mn.
“If vou would be perfece, go, sell what you hawe
and give the money fo the poor, and you will
have freasure in heaven, then come, follow me. "

Antony went out immediately. and gave away
the possessions’ he had inherited. He left his
sister with some devoted people to be cared for
and educated, and he gave himself to prayer and
work. Perhaps the evil spirits knew that mamy
peaple would be inspired to follow Antony,
because they gave Antony a really hard time.
Antony overcame them by prayer and sacrifices.
Antony died when he was 105 vears old. There
arc many stories about Antony. One story telis
how Ciod sent a bird every day with food, when

Antony was too old to prow his own. ﬁ

There were also women in Egypt who were
hermits. One is 5t Mary of Egypt.

=t Jerome




jerome was pom in iz, In 360 AL an the age of
1%, Jerome was baptized by Pope Liberius.
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s Af what age were you baptized?

Which do you think is better, to be
baprized as a baby or to be baptized ar
abowt 18 fike Jerome? Write a senlence fo
explain the reason for your choice.
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Jerome was very intelligent. He studied in Rome
and then travelled throughout the Roman empire.
In 374 he went to Anfioch. Here he had a dream.
In the dream, he saw himself in judgment befon:
Christ. Jerome was deeply aflected by this dream
because in it he was being corrected for showing
so much interest in worldly knowledse and not
much intgrest n spiritual Knowledge. Jerome
loved learning, bul e discovered thar leaming to
know and fove God is the most important work
we have on carth.

Jerome went inlo the wilderness and began to
study Hebrew under a Jewish teacher. Later he
spent 23 years translating the Bible mto Latin,
which was an important languapge at thar time.
serome sawid UJenoramce of the Scriprures s
fmorance of Christ

lerome began communities around Bethlchem
and lived in a cave there for many vears. You can
still visit his cave. He 15 often pictured with a lion
hecause there 15 a story that Jerome pulled a thom
frome a lon®s paw, and the lion became his pet.
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; Give yourself s mark out of 10 for the effort vou 3
*  make to know and Jeam sbout God in R.E. :.
= Give yourself a mark out of 10 for the effortyou =
w painto knowing the Scriptmres. £
& Check if you really know the Scripures by sseing -
:: if you can write down 3 sayings of Jesus. 2
& Look at Jeroma’s pichira. Wlﬂtuﬂmmmmg_nf L
i the Ilun@ i~ the piciure? i i
) ]
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A prayer thatl Jerome wrote 1s:

Lord show me your mercy
and make my heart glad.
T am like the man going to Jericho
wounded by robbers:
&ood Somaritan, come help me,

I am iike The sheep gone astray:
Good Shepherd, come seek me
and bring me safely home.

Let me dwell in your house all my days
and praise you forever. Amer.

Monks and monasteries are important © the
history of the Church, because from them came
real missionaries, and also in troubled times,
they kept alive the spirit of Christiznity and the
values of previous days.

St Patrick

St. Patrick went to Ireland, to tcach the Irigh
people about Jesus. His story i5 8 wvery
interesting one. When he was a boy of about 16,
he was captured and sold mte slavery to King
Milchu of Ircland. At that time there wene no
Christians in [Ireland, only the traditional
religion of the Druids, who were something like
priests.

Even though Patrick kad been separated from
his parents, he knew that God his Father was
still with him. He ofien praved while minding
the sheep on the hills. He also talked to the
children of the King and told them about ChnsL
For six vears he was a slave. Then he cscaped
and made his way back o his home, which was
probably Wales, At home he decided fo become
a priest, but he always heard the voice-of the
people of Ireland calling him: “Come back fo us
Patrick and rell us abow Jesus.’




Finally Patrick wes made a bishop wnd sent to
Treland as & missionary. When he landed on the
shores of Ireland, the people were surpnsed o
hear him speak their language. This did not make
him loved however, and everywhere he went he
found he had many enemies. His life was difficult
and dangerous. The King gave Patrick permission
to teach all the people of Ireland about Jesus. He
went all over the land, He scttled in a place, built
a church and then around it, the new Chnstians
built huts and organized monasteries. Pairick
prayed that the faith of the Irish people would
never weaken, and even today 1500 vears later, it
15 sirfl siFohg.
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E: 1. Who do you think Patrick™s enemies would ~'
Ea hawve been? .,
P 2. Why do you think they would have hated I
Y him? '
¢ 3. Who may have helped persuade the Kingto &
i ' listen to Patrick? L
I 5
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The men in the Irish monasteries oflén went as
missionarics to ather lands.

Ome of these missionaries was Columba. The |

story of Columba tells how he founded many new
monasteries in [rcland and then set out with
twelve companions 1o carmy the Good News o the
people of Scotland and down nlo England. These
monks travelled across the sea in tar-covered
baskets with sails.
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'-I' Dkaw & picture of what you think 2 mr-eovered =
2 basket Noating on the sca, would look like, P
| Why didn’t the monks use fibreglass hoas and ;
U oudboand engines? I
T Why do yow think Columba chose 12 3
_is companions” &
L Find a map that shows Irefand, England and .:-I-
| Scotland. _ [
IT Draw the mep with some amows showing the I
*  places the monks sailed 1o, ""I
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St. Martin of Tours

 Across the English channel, in France, a holy
man lived in Tours, (Tours is a town n France).

Find it on your map.

Martin founded the first monastery i France,
and promoted the spread of monasticism in
Europe by placing himself and his monks at the
gervice of local churches for preaching and
teaching.

Martin was bomn in 2 cold part of Europe and he
becamc a soldier in the BEoman Army. One
evening as he rode back to camp over the snow,
he s=w an old man almost dead with cold.
Martin cut his own cloak m hall and gave half
to the begear. '

That night, Martin heard Jesus saying: “Marfin,
vou clothed me with your clock Now 1 wifl
clothe you in my grace, by baptism.” 5o Martin
became a Christian, and later was appointed as
Bishop of Tours. He i now called St. Martim of

i Towors.

ilis feastday is the 11th of November.
A story says that when Marim died, the boat

camying his body floated upstream by fiself and

that the trees along the river banks flowered as

it passcd by.
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= Draw apicture illustrating this last sentence. &
l; Angiher Martin celebrates his feasiday in £
[ November, see if you can find gut abouat this
2 olher 56 Martin 1
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Si. Benedict

Benedict of ltaly, was bom =t a time when a
fierce people came down from the North, and
destroyed much of the Roman civilization.
Henedict's father wanted him to be a leader and
he became well cducated. But Benedict did not
like the way the people lived in Rome. Many
people thought only of money, of getting rich,
of having a good time. Benedict wanted pesce,
where ke could leam o know God better and be
free o follow the teachings of Jesus,

So cne day he just walked away from home and
lived in a cave, praying to God lo guide him.
Here he was very happy. He prayed and sang as
he worked m his garden. When others wanted to
join him, he was at first unwillmg. But God
showed that this was what e wanted.

Soon he had many followers, He founded many
monasteries and his way of life spread
throughout the different countries of Europe.
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These monks had as ther motto
oowawk aind o pray,

Their work was to copy the scriptures and other
books. They did this because there were no
printing machines. By this work and also their
work in looking afler libraries, -they preserved
much lcarning for all time. g

The monks also sopported themselves. In many
cases they took land that was bush or swamp and
turned it into good farming land. What they learnt
they passed on to others.

{Ome other imporiant service to the people who
- lived around them was to look after them when
they were sick. Travellers also knew they could
get hospitality (food and shelter) at monasteries.
{This is where our word hospital comes from).

Their prayer was to meditate on the seriptures in
order {o learn to know God better: and to praise
God by praying together four times a day. This
special prayer is called “the divine office’. It is
made np of psalms, readings and hymmns.
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2
ook up the words “divine” and “office” in your
digtionary, Mow write the meaning of ‘the
divime olfe" m your exercise book, Check
vour meaning with your fiend.
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Ome of the reasons monastenes spread out
throush the conmry was becanse when tiere were
over 20 monks in 8 monastery they sent 2 group
to go to a place where there were no Christians.

51 Scholastica

Scholistica was a sister of 5t Benedict. She was
bom shout the year 480. She too, consccrated
herself t0.God and became & very holy person.
She fosnded a convent not far from where her
h]ﬂth:rxrsa_nd_ﬂwhﬂtwug,ﬁjﬂsaintsmﬂ
regularly. When they met, Scholastica would stay
with Benedict the whole day, talking of spiritual
things.

On one Vit to her brother, they had their evening
meal and continwed talking until it was quite late.
Then Schelastica said to her brother, ‘Please, can
we keep telking until the morning? '

‘What are you saying? ' replied Benedict, ‘Fou
know I comnot stdy away from the mumasiery!’

When her brother refused her, Scholastica
folded her hands on the table and began to pray.
Suddenly a great storm burst.

The wind blew. The rain fell. The lightning
fached.

Benedict could not go back. Realizing this,
Benedict began to complain.

Scholastica answered, ‘When | asked you, you
would not listen to me. So I asked God, and he
hedard my prayer. '

Three days later Scholastica dicd. As Benedict
stood fr his room looking up toward the sky, he
saw her soul gomg up to heaven in the form of 2
pure white dove. He sent his monks to bring her
body to the monastery and he put it in the tomb
he had prepared for himself,

The bodies of these two great saints are buried
together, just &s in life their souls were one in
Ciod.

Ciestions:

Sorne people think that Scholastica knew she was
going to dic. Why do you think they sy hat?

Dy vou think she asked God for more time with her
brother for hersell? or for her brothes?

(rive 8 reason fOr Your answor.

Lock at the dizgram below. How mamy monasieries
were founded by Monascery A?  Monastery BY
Monastery CF
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Topic Three

By this period in history, the Church had been
growing for 1000 years. Some branches were
only dead wood on the tree that had heen planted
s0 long ago. Thess branches did not give life to
the tree. Despite the famous saints and the many
ordinary good people, there were those in the
Chierch who scandalized everyone by their lack of
virtue, by their greediness, and by their search for
POWET,

Some priests lived lives of sin. Some Bishops
gave therr wantoks high jobs in the Chorch, Some
of the Popes of this time did not give good
example to others.

There was noed for the tree to be pruned and
renewed. Some people tried o renew the Church
but only ended up dividing it. Others were
successful in their attempts al renewal, One
person who was  successfol was  Francis
Bermadone, now called 5t. Francis of Assisi.

He lived from 1182 to 1226.

St. Francis of Assisi

Francis’ father had a large tradc store in Assisi, a
town ist the hills behind Rome. His father was a
rich man who made clothes for rich men.

As he grew up, Francis was good looking and a
real leader among boys and girls. His father gave
him money and fine clothes every time he asked
for them. He did not have to work. He spent his
time enjoying himself. He fed his friends in their
loud singing and dancing in the strects as they
went from one party to another. 5
Francis' father was very proud of Francis. He
thought that one day he would marry a rich girl.
He wanted him to become 2 big man in the town.

Then at the age of twenty, Francis joined the local
army. He wanted to show how brave he was.
When war came, Franciz went. His proud father
gave him beauwtiful clothes to wear. The army

went off shouting that they were going to win, |

But they lost and Francis was taken prisoner. [e
found himself in jail.

The Need for Renewal

There the food was not good and Frencis
became sick. He thought he was going to die.
He looked back on his hife. He saw that he had
osed il only for his own pleasure. *God,” he said
“When | get better I'll work for you.”

When the prisoners were allowed 10 go home,
Francis® parents were very happy. His father
gave him everything. He made a big feast. The
young boys and girls came to the party and he
Joined them again in their old life. But Francis
was not the same Francis any more. He began to
think a lot. His life now seemed empty, not
enjoyable. There was something missing. But
he did not know how to start 2 new way of life.

Then onc time he weal nto the market place
and the sight of the poor, begeing for food,
made him think. He stopped going around with
his friends and began giving away his money ro
heelp the poor. He began (o pray *Lord, what do
vou want me to do?”

(me day he gave his own clothes to a dirty
begear, while he himself put on the poor man®s
clothes. It was his first time to feel poor.
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Helping this man made him feel happy. Francis
began to Lee Christ in the poor.

Omne afternoon Francis was nding along on his
horse. Om a2 lonely road he saw a sick man
begping for help. Francis got off his horse to give
him some moncy. But the smell of the sores, the
dirtiness of the man and his clothes, made Francis
want to vomit. He jumped on his horse and tumed
away. As he palloped off, something deep inside
hirn puolled him back. He said to himself,
‘Coward! Is this what Jesus would have downe? "
He turmed back and went to the leper. He got
down from his horse, put his arms around the sick
man and kissed him. Suddenly Francis thought no
more of the smell and dirt but felt a great peace.
He took the man, washed him, tended his sores
and gave him new clothes and food.

Francis was a new man. He knew that what he
had done to this poor dirty leper he had done to
Christ. He knew now that Chrsl wanted him to
live for him, especially in the poor. Francis went
into an old broken-down church =nd began to
pray. He begged God to guide him in his new life.
As he looked al the crucifix, he heard Christ
speak, ‘Francis, go-and repair my Church.’
Immediately Francis began gathering stones and
getting people to help him mend the church.
Lirtde by iiile Francis realized that Jesus was not
talking about the church building, but about the
Church, the peopie of God. Jesus showed Francis
that he wanted him to repair and renew the way
that people were living,

Francis began 1o preach to the people. He gave
away his father’s money. His father was angry
and took him to the Bishop. When his father
tatked about all the things he had given Francis,
Francis took off his clothes and gave them back to
his father. He put on = bag with a piece of rope
for 3 belt. He lived like the poor. He was very
happy and many men followed him and came to
live with him.

These men were called Franciscans. They
travelled two by two, going from town to town
lalking to the people sbout how God loved them.
They did not go only to the churches but Lo the
market places and to homes. They gathered the
noor and the sick and looked after them. Because
‘he people could not read, Francis used new ways
0 tegch them about the Good News. One thing he
1id was to make a stable and figures to teach the
aory of Christmas. This was the first Chnstmas
srib.

Everywhere Francis went, he took with him the
peace of Christ. Francis loved all of God's
creafion. Iiere is a song he made.

Thank you God, for Brother Sun-
Who gives us warmth and light.
And thanks for our sisters,

The Moon and the Stars,
They're lovely and bright in the night.
Thank you &od for Brother Wind
And Fresh Air and the Clouds and the

Rain .
For Sister Water, and Brother Fire,
So useful, clear and serene.

A
. |
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4 Copy Francis" song into your book and
i illustrate . You can use the words above or
] you can use the song “Canticle of the Sun”.

x
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Francis is an example of 2 person who did not
teave the Church because either the priests or
the people were no good. Instead he tried to do
some good himself. He listened to God speaking
to him and responded with his whole heart.

Women alzo followed Francis. His lifelong
friend was St. Clare. She possessed the same
love of Christ and dedication to holy poverty,
Clare received her religious habit from Francis
and founded the first convent of Franciscan
sisters, She was in charge of her community for
40 years and during that time founded many
other convents.

Franciscan priests, brothers and sisters work i
PNG.




St Catherine of Siena

Siena is another town in [taly. Find it on your
J'ﬂ-ﬂl!']'.

Cathenne was bom in this place in 1347, the
youngest of 25 children.
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F How many children are there in your *
=
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family? Who has the nearest to 257
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Catherine’s father was a wealthy businessman
and her mother, a housewife. Catherine wanted to
give herself to prayer and the service of God from
the time she was small, but her parents wanted
her o ge1 mamied, and she faced a lot of
opposition from her family. Finally they realized
that God had favourcd her, and at sixteen she
began to follow a rule recommended by St
Dominic for those seeking God.

Cathering began to nurse the sick in the Siena
hiospatal, prefesting the cancer patients and the
lepers whom others found too difficult to care for,
Ciradually, other people were drawn to her to
share her ipspiration and work. Frequenily
{Catherine went to the prisons to talk to and
comfort those condemned to death and o prepare
them for their final ordeal.

Her reputation for holiness and wisdom spread,
and families and rival political parties cailed on
her to help solve their problems and reach a
compromise. At this time in history there was a2
rise in nationalism, which caused many conflicts
and much hostility towards the Pope, especially
when the country concerned did not favour Italy
where the Pope lived. Catherine became an
advisor to the Pope and other famous people. She
worked for the reform of the Church.

Catherine did not expect to become an important
and well-known person, and even though she was
respected because of her leadership qualities and
her ability to communicate, she also met
opposition from those who did not agree with her.
Catherine died in Rome on April 29, 1380, at the
age of thirty three.

Catherine is 8 “Doctor of the Church® which is a
special titke given Eo & person who writes about
- God in 2 way which helps people to understand
our faith more and draw closer to God. People
who are given this title, have the gifi of Wisdom.

LT

DIVISIONS

From the begioming of the Church there have
been pecple who prezched something a bit
different from the Apostles, and who formed a
separale group. In the early Church, most of
these groups remained small, or died out over
the centuries. In the next period of the Church’s
history however, in the 15th and 16th Centories,
there were very large communities that came to
be separated from the Church. The first big
division came because of a man called Martin
Luther.

Martin Luther was borm on November 10, 1483,
in a little villape called Eisleben, in Germany.
His father gave up farming to become a copper
miner. Martin's parents were good (German
Cathotics, and provided the best Christian
education possible for their son. But Luther’s
upbringing at home as well as at school was
very hard and severe. This made him afraid of
God and Jesus. Luther's father wanted him to
become 3 [awyer, and so in 1505 he begen the
study of law, having two University degrees
already. Bul in July of that same vear, Luther
was caught in a storm and he was thrown o the
ground by lighming. He was scared of dying
and cried out: SiAnme, Relp me and | will
become @ monk! He survived the storm, and
against the advice of his fricnds and against the
will of his father, later that same month he
entered the Augustinian moenastery.
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Before making such a sénous decision, what
&re three things you think would be sensiblc
things o do?
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After less than two vears preparation Luther
was ordained a priest. The divine office and his
Scrpture studies made Luther very familiar
with the Bible and he at last cami to believe in
God's love For him.

At this time, 8 Dominican priest named John
Tetzel was preaching wrong information about
indulgences. (Many pricsts were  poorly
edicated and had only a short training for the
priesthood).

The word indulpence means a pleasore or a
privilege. The Church has the pleasure and the
privilege to be able to forgive sins and the
punishment due fo sin.




But sinmers have to be willing 1o change fromw
their had wr vs, and do good. This good thing car
be to orav,'but it can also be to make 3 donabion
to the Church, :

Fr. Jobn Tetze]l did not stress 1n his sermons that
the sinner had to be Wwilling to change the bad
things in his or her life, bat he put all the stress on
the payment of money. When Luther heard about
this he gol wvery upsct. He wrote to the
Archbishop to complain.

The Archbishop did not ke whal Luther had
written. This was because the Pope had told the

Archbishop ke could keep pant of the money to -

pay off debts. The other part had to be sent to
Rome so that 5t Peter’s Church could be rebuilt.
Luther did not ke the idea of sending money to
Rome, becanse Lother was from Germany and
Rome is in Italy. At that time, the German peaple
iid ot ke the Romans very much, and they
cerlainly did not ke miving them their moncy!
Also Luther had visited Rome and he was
hormified by the way some of the Italian bishops
gnd priests were living, compared to the serious
and sirict German way of life.

The Archiishop did not reply to Luther's letter
and he toleé the Pope that Luther was preaching
new and [alse things. The Pope asked Luther to
come t Home 1o a2k about the problem, bt
Luther refused. He wanted the meeting to be in
Giermany. He slarted to writc about a lot of other
thungs in the Church. Many of the things he said
were tre, and needed 1o be changed, but others
were guile pntnee.

Adier a time, the Pope told Luther to make very
clear m & dehate what he really believed. The
debate 100k place 1n 1318 between Luther and the
Pope’s delegate, Cardinal Cajetan. The men
coubd not agree, and did nol even discuss things
prapeely. It did not help that Cardinal Cajetan
was & Dominican like Tetzel, and that Luther was
an Augsimian monk, supported by most of the
priests of his order. Since arguments aboul
theology between different religions orders werc
nothing new, the Pope mistakenly believed that
things would get forgotten in time.

Too late he rezlized his mistake. Although Lother
in the beginning was realous and pood in wanting
to reform the Cherch, later he made remarks
witich skowed mmore and more thet his beliefs too
were getiing to be different, Things went from
bad to worse. Some of Luther’s followers who
were originally German Catholics, called for a

| complete change in everything the Church did
and tanght
They preached against the Mass and against the
three vows of the monks and nuns.
They also said that it was wrong to honour the -
Blessed Sacrament.
As a result of this preaching, one day people
went into the parish church of Wittenberge in
Germany and drove the priests out. They
destroyed all the picturcs and statucs in - the
church, Although the government leaders did
not 2gree with what was happening, no one was
able 1o control the situation.
Luther reacted to the sinfulness of Church
leaders that he saw all around him. Instend of
beginning & true renewal however, Luther gave
the Christian world more anger, more
condemnation, more confusion, and more
scandal (caused by Christians arguing with
each other).

The Council of Trent

The Council of Trent (1545-1347) faced the fact
that the Church had allowed evil to spoil its
ideals. In the Couoncil, the Church zet out to
correct and repair itself. '

For example it promoted the setling up of
seminaries where priests might train properly.

It also clarified doctrine that had become
unclear, such as indulgences.

But at this Council, the Catholic Church like
Lather, lost an oppormunity to conguer evil with
good. Instead of admitting the problems and
asking for forgivencss, the delegates to the




Councif were anpry wilh the criicism. Some
people hoped that the Council would discuss
differences  with  Protestant  leaders, but
unformenately this did not happen. Luther died in
1546, while this council was still on.

It 15 only n our own times, that Lutherans and
Catholics and others, are enlénng mto dialogue
together, and trying to mend relationships. Let us
try o leamn from the past and hsten to each other,
and forgive one another for the faults there have
been on both sides.

The Anglicans

Another big group of Catholics to break away

from the Church also about this time were the
Cathohics of England. The Anglican Church or
Church of England, staried as a result of King
Henry the Eighth.

Backeround

Christian missionaries went to Britzin very soon
after the time of Christ and his Apostles. The first
ones were sent by the Pope himself, and we have
read about how the Irish monks also went o
England, England had been a Catholic country for
over a thousand years when Henry the Eighth
came to the throne in 1509, Henry was mielligent
and at first, a loyal Catholic leader.

In fact, when Henry heard about some of Luther's
teachings ahout the Sacraments, he disliked it so
much he wrote 2 book in defense of the Church's
tcaching. The Pope was 5o pleased with the book
that he gave Henry the title ‘Defender of the
Faith’. Enplish Kings and Queens shifl hoay - this
title today.

However, Henry had a problem in his life, At the
ape of 12, Henry's [ather had armanged for him to
marry his deceased brother’s widow, Catherine of
Argon, daughter of the King and Queen of Spain.
Henry had children by Cathenine, but they all died
except @ daughter, Mary, who was betrothed fo
the heir of the French crown, Henry wanted a son
to succeed him. He began to look for ways to
divorce Catherine, He said she had been his
brother’s widow and so his mamage was 1llegal
{Le 20:21). Henry also had his eve on another
woman, Anng Bolevn.

Henry tried but could not get & divoree from the
Pope. So in 1533, Henry by an Act of Parliament
- had himself proclaimed °Supreme Head of the
Church in England’.

Henry said that the Pope was only the head of the

Church in Kome, and that he, Henry, wes hosd
of the Church in England. This shows that he
did not really intend to begin a new Church, but
iike Luther, that is what happencd in the end.

A friend of Henry's, Thomas Cranmer, hecame
Archbishop and he gave Henry the divorce he
wanted. The King then married Anne Boleyn.
Many people stood agamst what the King and
Parliament had done. They were punished, no
matter how important or holy they were,

Anne bore Henry a stillbormn child, and Henry
began to look at vel another woman. in 1536,
Henry had Anne beheaded, and he married Jane
Seymour. Jane dicd shormly after piving birth to
a son, and Heary married three more fimes,
earning the contempt of his still mainly Catholic
people who disapproved of thor King's
bechaviour, :

Henry also confiscated all the monastic
property in Eagland. With the money he made
from the ssle of all this properly, Henry
rewarded hus wanioks snd frends, By 1540,
monasticism had practically come to an end in
England.

st. Thomas More

Thomas More was a good friend of the the King
and he held the highest place in England, next to
the King himself. '
Yet Thomas More was one of (hose that Henry
the VI11 put to death.

_—rl'ﬁttu‘}'n !.i':- Eighih

S




2

Thomas More was the son of a London judge. He
became 2 famous lawyer. His friendliness and his
reputation for justice were known 10 everyone.
He grected all people with a smile, and never
refused to help those n nead.

When he was twenly seven, he marmied 2 young
girl, Jane, who was 10 years younger than
himself. For some time Jane was very unhappy-
She did not understand her husband, and she
missed her home and her parents. Thomas
discussed the matter with her father. He loved his
wife dearly but could not bear to scc the tears
falling down her face. Her father told him to give
her a good beating. Thomas laughed. He had
never hurt anyone in his life. Jane's father was
angry with her. “You have the gentlest, kindest
man i the world for vour hosband,” he said, “Tell
him you are sorry or clse go home in disgrace.”
Jane decided to returm to her husband and try to
understand kis ways. They became very happy
and were full of joy when they had ther first
child. Margaret was the eldest of their four
children but she was only five when Jane died
snddenly. Baby John was less than a year old, and
Elizabeth and Cecilia came inn bebwecn.

Jene’s death made Thomas very sad. He had four
children to care for and vet his work as a [awyer
kept him away frcm home. How could he look
afier his little ones? They needed a mother. So he
married again, Alice Middleton was a widow.
Although she was kind, loval and generous, she
could never take the placc of Jane with Thomas.
Yet che was ready 1o marry him to lock after his
children, and in the years to come she was & real
mother to them.

Thomas More was very anxious to have his
daughters educated. In those days, only the boys
went to school. However Themas pot private
teachers 10 come into his home, and the bovs and
girls were educated topether. Margaret, or Meg a5
her father called her, was very clever, and became
her father” favourite. The love between them
grew stronger than ever, and it was Meg to whom
Thomas turned later when he was imprisoned.
Thomas® fame as a lawyer grew. Many people
went to him for help and advice. His position
gave Thomas very great power and he could have
become very proud and rich,

The King especially loved Thomas and wanted
his company. He ofien sent for him. Despite all
this attention, Thomas did not become proud, and
he would not be dishonest and accept bribes

Even though the King wanted him al ¢our
often, Thomas preferred his family life. He
loved to stay in his comforiable house with his
wife, his father, his son and danghters, his sons-
inlaw and his grandchildren. These he
considered his greatest biessings, along with his
‘hidden® life with God. The reason for his greal
peace and happiness, wrote Meg's husband,
“was his special love for God, and his effort to
keep his comscience whole and sincere’,
Sometimes he would slip away from the serious

-afTairs of business, 1o go to the church to pray.

He liked to think of himself as first, the servant
of God; and second, the servant of the King.
When the King wished to divorce Catherine, he
pressed Thomas More for his support. Thomas
refused. It was apainst his conscience, he said,
hecause he believed Henry's first marmage was
legal. Thomas thought that if Henry married
Anne, greater troubles for the country would
follow, for if the King would break the laws of
God, then what shout the laws of the country?

When the divorce case came Lo court, most of
the Rishops there sympathized with Catherine,
but they were afraid of Tenry, No one came
forward to speak for Catherine, except the
elderly Bishop, John Fisher.

*She has been a2 good and loval wife,” said the
RBishop. *1 will not sgree to this divorce. Whom
God has joined together, let no man put apart.”
Still as we already know, Henry insisted on the
divorce and sent Catherine away, Anme Boleyn
the next wife, moved into the Queen’s
apartments, but the people werc angry and
shouted at her when she appeared in public!
Henry prepared a document saying that in
fiture, no priest or Bishop could do anything
without the permission of the King. All the
leaders were told to sign this document, to show
that they accepted Henry as Head of the Church
mn England.

Sir Thomas Morc at once resigned his greal
position, with all its power. He knew he could
not sign the document, and he hoped that as a
poar unimportant person, the King would not
worry about his signature. The family was pour
hecagse Thomas no longer had a job. Yet
Thomas remained happy and at peacc with his
conscicnoe.

He spent more time at prayer, and spoke often
of the holy martyrs who had died for love of
Christ. He declared that if this should happen lo




him, he would go merrily to his death. After the
dvoree took place, Thomas was ordered o attend
the mamage ceremony belween the King and
Anne Boleyn. He refused, and the King's anger
grew. He summoned Thomas tc account for his
conduct before the court Thomas defended
himself so skillfully that no charge could be made
appinst him and he was freed. His daughter Meg,
was delighted. *Now the King will be your fricnd
again’ she said. “No' replied her father. “The
King’s plan has only been postponed for a Iintle
whiic™.

The King then prepared an oath - a very solemn
promise to God, for people to say that they would
serve Henry as Head of the Church, m place of
the Pope, and accept Anne as Queen.

Maost of Thomas More's friends had signed the
oath and they begged him also 1o sign it
"Thomas, the King depends on you 10 sign.

We have signed it.

Pleazz sipn il cut of mendshp.”

Thomas replied ‘Wil you come with me fo hell
ow! of friemdship?*

The next moming Thomas went as usual to s
parish church. There he received Holy
Communion and bepped his Lord and Master 1w
help him to persevere in what he knew was right.
His family believed that becanse he was living
quictly and not saving anything, he wouid be safe.
Bul Thomas knew betler. Sure enough, when he
artived home from Mass, he found thatl the King
had sent poople for him. Sadly he said good-byve
to s wife and family.

The messengers took him to the palace to sipn the
cath. His answer was a firm “Mo’. He was given
time 10 think it over. The answer was still the
same. 50 Sir Thomas was sent to prison, topether
with the old bishop, John Fischer.

Mecg was allowed to come for a visit, becanse the
King thought the sight of the daughter he loved
might change his mind.

When Meg saw her father behind prison bars, in
the damp and terrible Tower, she cried and
begped him to sign the Oath and 1o come back 10
his family.

She said, "Father, ali vour fricnds arc signing, if
you love us, please sign it and come home to os.’
After she left he broke down and sobs filled his

prison ook,

- Then he took a paper and wrote: ‘Nowe of the
tervible things that might happen to me have
midde me as weak us fo see vou and hear you.

At how can [ choase to follow my King rather
Fheor my God?

For fourtcen months Sir Thomas was kept i
prison. Thomas loved writing and reading but
the King took away his pen and ink and all his
books. Once he used a prece of coal and wrale
to his beloved Meg, j

J
‘Of worldly things, I desire i
no more than [ have., ——
Wotten with a coal by your
lowing father, who in
his poor prayers,
forgets none of you, not your
: babies nor your nurses, nor
. yeur good husbamds, nor their
: wives, nor your father's wife,
nor our other friends.
May Our Lord keep me always
true and faithiul '
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When the King found that nothing would
persuade Thomas to sign, he had him brooght to
tral. Weak from imprizonment, thin and pale, he
listened to the cherges agamst him.

These had been prepared by Anne Boleyn's
father, uncle and brother, who also acted as
judges. He defended himself against their charges
but they stili pronounced him puilty, and
condemned him.to death,

‘| forgive you® he said to his judges. °I forgive
you 35 Stephen forgave Saul. | tnest and pray that
we may meel hereafter in Heaven.®

The condemned man was taken back to his small
damp cell in the Tower of Londen. At the gate of
the prison Meg wailed. She pushed through the
crowd and flung her arms around her father.
"“Why can’t you sign’ she beppged ‘and come
home once more?
Tenderly he kissed her. “Whatever | saeffer, 5
God's wil' Do you believe that?' he whispered,
and then he went on his way.
On July 6th he walked slowly from the prison. In
his hand he held a cross, at which he gazed
lovingly, thinking of the suffering of Christ
Slowly the procession ravelled its way along the
path that led from the great prison fortress. A
woman wepl, and streiched oot her hand to the
" orisoner, offering him a cup of wine. “Chrst had
miy vinegar and gail’ he said, as penthy he put the
wine aside.

The shorl procession reached the scaffold. The
executioner, dressed in black and carrying the
great axe, walked in front of the man
condemned to die. Slowly they ascended the
steps. The prisoner knelt and joined his hands in
prayer, then rose to his feet and faced the
warting crowd,

I have always been the faithful servant of the
King' he cried ‘bt above all, I have been
Cod's foithful servant.”

Then tarming to the executioner, he hugged him,
and pressed some coms into his hands.

‘Do nor be afraid, to do your work, bur do not
vt my becrd. It has dome no wrong!”’

He laid his head on the block, arranging his
beard so 1t wouldn®t get cut.

Thomas More died with a joke on his lips, and a
greal love for God’s laws in his heart.
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Topic Four

Growth and Expansion

The next period of the Church’s history that we
are poing to look at, embraces the time from the
16th Century to our own day. During this time
thers were many inventions and a lor of scientific
discoveries. Some of these allowed travel to
many places which had been unknown to the
Europeans. This was & time then of muoch
missionary activity and there was growth and
cxpansion in the Church. There was also
intgrmittent persacution in the old countries as
well a2y the new. In some of the old countrics the
new understanding about the world made some
peaplc and govermments go against religion. In
few countries where the Good News amved for
the first time there was opposition from people
for many different regsons,

It would take many books to tell the storv of the
Joys and sorrows of this time in cach country,
both old and new. In this chapler we are just
going to look at some stories from countries
outside Furope - one story from Japan, one story
from Africa and one story from Amenca. In the
last chapter of this book, we will look af sur own
country of PNG.

First of all, let us look at the history of
Christianity in Japan.

More than 450 years ago, in 1549, 5t. Francis
Xavier, a preal Jesuit nussionary, landed at
Kagoshima in Japan on the Feast of the
Assumption of Mary. At that ime, no missionary
had ever been o Japan. To Francis Xavier's preai
jov, the nobles and the rich men listened to him
attentively, and opened their hearls to the
wonderful story of God™s love for us. Hundreds
of people became Christians, and soon more
priests amved to carry on the work.

By 1383, the Pope had placed the country of
lapan entircly into the hands of the Jesuit priests.
Within 25 vears, the valley of the Urakami,
together with the neighbouring city of Nagasaki,
had become Catholic. While in Japsn, Francis

heard about China so he tried to go there, On his
way, the captain of the ship left him =t a ligtle
1sland and did not come back for 2 long fime,
Francis became sick with fever and died thers
all by himself.

More missionanes camc to japsn, and they
were happy to see the people ol Japan makinp
Christ their way of lifc to (iod their Father.
These early Christians did not dream of the
troubles that scon woeld come to' them because
of their faith in Jesus.

The Martyrs of Japan

Suddenly, there was a change in the povernment
of the country. A military dictator became the
ruler of Japan. He was determined to get nid of
Chnistianity, and to restore the ofd religion. The
Shogun, (police), were ordered to pull down
churches, destroy shrines and take prisoner amy
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persons who stll remained Christian. The
punishment for staying a Christian was death

All forcign pricsts were sent ourt of the country.
The dictator thought that withoul them, the
Japanese people would pive up the foreign
religion casity. But the people clung 10 their faith.
Like the carly Christians during the persecutions
in Rome, they mel secretly to celebrate the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass,

The ruler then decided that he most get rid of all
priest¥ and brothers, 50 he sent his soldiers to
arrest them. He tried to make them give up their
religion, to say that Christ was not God. But they
would not. They were told that they wonld be
tortured anid crucified. Still they refused.

On the mommg of February 5th, 1597, after muoch
suffering, the Japanese priests, brothers and
aclive church lay people, were tsken oot and
crucified in public. Wilnesses soid 1L was amazing
to sce the love and faith on their faces as they
hung wpon their crosses. This is what they said
about those bemg crueified:

One kepl hus eyes raised as 1l he could see Chrast
welecoming him info heaven. Another thanked
him for allowing him to die for love of him.
Another said loudly the *Our Father’ and many
prayed alond the “Hal Mary®. The wilnesses said
that then thore was silence for awhile, and then
the voice of Father Paul Mik: rang out:

‘Thix is the most honoured pulpit [ have ever been
im, " e called 1o the people waiting there.

T am aJesuit and | helomg to Japan. Now [ thank
Giod that T am dying, because He gove me the
privilege of preaching his love to my own peaple.
As I die upon this cross, you fmow that T would
nef lie to you [ tell you iruly ther, thar Chyist
alome, i the Truth and the Way ro God owr
feavenly Father. [ forgive the King and his men
who funve mode ws sulfer and T beg them to learm
Jrom Christ and to be haptized as his followers.”

Tuming he gazed at his companions who were
suffering- as they hung on their crosses and he
besan to encourage them. They too, showed that
they were full of joy in their suffering and again
and agam they asked those who were watching to
remain strong in their Christian living,

When the executioners came with their spears to
make an end of them, & somowful cry of “Jesus
and Mary” rose to Heaven from all the Christians
standing nearby. Although Paul Miki and his
companions died, the people’s faith in Jesus did
not die.

The Christians met secretly together and made
their plans. For example, they decided to set a
date to cclchrate the hirth of Jesus, Im
preparation for this feast, every house and
stable was cleaned. Wood and food were
collected and prepared.

But first there was an offering made, becausc
they believed that sil things are a gift from the
Diving Child.

When the day chosen to celchrate the birth of
Christ came, the Chrstians would wait for the
stars to come out in the night. Then they would
gather together and say over and over the "Hanl
Mary®. By the tme the group had sabd this
prayer many times in homour of Mary gnang
birth to Jesus, it was midnight. Then the people
had a feast. The animals were given special
food too, for Jesus was bom in their stable.

After cating, the old people remembered the
Japancsc martyrs, the time when their ancestors
had Mass, and all the things the missionares
had taught their people about God their Father,

They hoped that one day a priest would come to
say Mass for them and bring the Lord Jesus mto
thesr midst again. After they had talked, then in
silence the old people would bring out from
their hiding places, their precious objects from
Christian times, a piciure, a rosary, a crocifix.
S0 Chnstianity remained in Nagasaki, like a
light in a dark box, until 300 years later when
the missionzries returned to Japan. In 1856
when Japan allowed people to visit the country
again, 50 00 Christians were found.
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Kateri Tekakwitha

Three hundred years apo in the northern part of
America, lived five Indian tnbes. They were a
proud, warlike people, worshipping their sun-god
Areskol.

Most Red Indian tribes lived in wigwams or lents
made of skins, but the Mohawks were different.
They lived in “long houses” which were as long as
forty metres. These fierce people tried to capture
and torture the white traders and massionmaries,
because they believed that in this way they
pleased their war pods.

Kateri Tekakwitha was the daughter of a
Mohawk brave (man), and a Chnshan squaw
{woman), from another tribc, who had becn taken
captive during one of the tribal wars. The ferce
Mohawk chief had fallen in love with the gentle
prisoner, anid had made her his wife. When Katen
was 2 tiny child, her mother would tell her stories
about how God made the world and of his Son
who died on the Cross for sinners. Kateri was full
of questions.

*Where do the birds come from?

Can I see my soul? Shall T ever see JesusT”

Her mother encouraged her faith and mstructed
her in the Christian life.

'If only the Blackrobes would come, so that my
daughter could be baptized®, her mother would
think. Her heart would go out in prayer to God,
begping that the Jesuit priests who had taughi
her about God’s love would pass that way
aEAin.
One day, Kateri went out as usual to the forest
to play. To her, it was [ike Heaven, with the tall
trees, the birds, the squirtels, and above all, the
silence. This moming there was a new sound in
the forest. It was s heavy drum beat, sending a
message from far away.

it was a strange rhythm, one she had never
heard before, and it filled her with fear,

“] must go home” she thought, *My mother will
know what the drums are saying. I'll go and ask
her.” The news was bad. Smallpox had come to
the Mohawks. Men, women and children were
dying daily. *Father is a great chief. He will kall
the smalipox or drive it away’ said little Kateri.
‘Mo, child” said her mother, “No-one knows
how to drive this devil away, not even the
Blackrobes with their powerful medicine.”
Indecd, before many days had passed, the
sickness had killed Kateri's mother, father and
little brother. :

Orphaned at the age of 10, Kateri was taken o
live with her uncle, Chief Thunder Cloud and
his wife Light Fool.

Afthough he was not a Christian, Thunder
Cloud liked the little girl and treated her kindly.
Light Foot however, was jealous of her, and
said that too much attention was bemg given to
the little orphan. Although she never hurt
Kateri, shc was unkind to her, and Katen ran
away whenever she could, 1 the house of the
old Christian sguaw, Anastasia, who had knowr
and loved Kateri’s mother. One day Anastasi;
arrived at Kateri’s cabin m greal excitement.
‘Kateri,” she said, “the Blackrobes are coming
They will stay at vour uncle’s place for 3 day:
You must pray very hard that they will baptiz
you’

‘Oh Anastasia’ replied Kateri. ‘Do you thir
they will? | long to hear about God and 1
Blessed Mother, and to belong to them alon
Surely my mother is praying for me 0o.’

But it was many years before Kateri was

baptized.
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Although the missionary spoke to her about God,
jhe could not stay long encugh in the village 1o
instruct her and baptize her.

‘Pray to (xod and His Mother’, the missionary
said, ‘amd try always to be patient with
I:vg:!}'hml}'. One .day you will find great
happiness.

In thas way Kateri grew up. Life was hard for her.
Often she was exhausted by the tiring work she
had 1o do. It was the custom [or the women of the
tribe to build the houses and many times Katen
was 50 worn out that she felt she couldn’t go on.
‘Do you truly love God? asked Anastasia one
{night when Kateri was lying on her bed of skins.
“You know [ do Anastasia,” replied Kateri. °1
wizsh 1 could do something 1o 5I'Lu-w my love for
iGod.”

‘There s one way- of showing h11'n zaid
Anastasia. ‘At present you suffer all your
hardships in silence, because you are the daughter
of a chief. Leam to suffer for a befler reason.

Bear vour hardships for the love of Jesus, and

offer all your pan and sorrow for the tribe, that
hey too, may come to know abou! Christ and his
lessed Mother.”
50 this was how Kateni lived until it was time for
her to be married.
L.l!al] Lhe arramgements had been made in secret by
Thunder Cloud and Light Foot. The guests had
theen invited to a great feast Kater was told to
dress in her best clothes and join the group of
women who sat apart from the men, ralking
quietly among themselves. When the men had
finished smoking their pipes, the Chief made a
signal to Light Foot. Quickfy she rose, wok a dish
I com-cakes, pave them to Katerd, and indicated
that she should give them to a young wamior
sitting mearby.
AT once Katerd understood. This was the husband
who had been chosen for her. IF she gave him the
-¢akes, i would show that she agreed to
arry him. She was being tricked into a marriage
he did not wang!
Kateri rushed outside into the forest. In vain did
e chicf and the voung brave search for her. Only
en the young man had gone home in disguse,
did Kater return to the chief™s house.
As you can imagine, many people made fun of
her, But without complaining, Kateri did her
work. When people spoke hurtfully to her, she
replied with a smile.
The gentle patience and affection she showed to
il won her many friends, and at last she was lefl

In peace to follow her own way of loving Grod.
When she was npineteen, to her great joy, a
Blackrobe came to her door.

‘Anastasia told me you wanted to see me,” he
said. “My name is Father de Lamberville, and |
am a Jesuit priest.’

‘Oh Father, for many years, since [ was a little
gitl’, exclaimed Kateri, “1 have longed to be
bapiized. | want to belong to God entirely.”

‘But first vou must learn what it meais to be a
Chnstian,” said the priest.

Kateri told him that her mother had been a
Christian. She told him that Anastasia had
already taught her meny things. Father de
Lamberville was surprised at the fervour shown
by Kateri. He questioned her and was amaced at
the amount of her knowledee,

“You know a great deal,’ he said. ‘T will prepare
you for Baptism. but first you must have your
uncle’s consent.”

That very night, Kateri asked the Chiels
permission to be baptized. At first, he was
reluctant, but seeing how greatly she longed for
this one thing, he at lasi agreed. Overjoyed,
Kateri rushed to Anastasia 1o tell her the
wionderful news.

OIm Haster Sunday, 1676, Kateri was baptized.

Anastasia and Kathering, as she was now called,
rejoiced together, but many hardships were in
store for Katherine, The women of the tribe
could not onderstand the life that Katherine led.
Light Foot's anger against her was greater than
eéver smce her baptism, and when Katherine
prayed or said the rosary, the peaple of the tibe
stood around her laughing and pointing at her m
SCOM.

‘Look at her, what is wrong with her that she)
cannot find 2 hushand,” they would say.

To make matiers worse, Anaslasia came L0 sav
soodbye.

‘I am pomg away from here to five in a
Christian village,' she said. “Then [ can worship
God in peace. 1 would like to take you with me,
but your uncle will never agree.”

Katherine’s heart was heavy as she watched her
old friend legve,

Anaskasia was zll she had left in the world.
Now she depended on God entirely to fili her
hife. Once again, she offered her pain and
sorrows 1o God, who had already planned her
future life for her.




One day, some Indian missionaries came to the village.
Katherine was filled with joy at meeting Christians of her own
people. She talked with them for a long time, and they wers
amazed at this young woman who had borne so much suffering
for God.

*Take me with you when you go away,” she begged. My uncle
will never pive his permission, but my aunt will be happy o sec
me go. Please let me come with you.”

Earky the next morning Katherine slipped oul of her cabin and
ran swillly mio the forest. Her new found friends were waiting
for her, to take her with them on the long trip to the far north
where the Catholics lived. Her uncle and his warriors tried to
Tollow her bt her friends tricked them and they pgot safely
away. At the Mission there was 2 wonderful reunion when she
found Anastasia waiting to welcome her.

“My home is yours,” said Anastasia. Katherine was very happy,
she found herself m a new world where people understood how
she wanted to live. Even so, a further trial awaited her. Her
adopted sister, finding out where Katherine was, followed her
all the way and tried to amrange a marriage for her. Katherine
steadfastly refused. Her sister pleaded with her.

“It 15 mot our custom for a woman to remain unmarried’ she
said. ‘Mohawk women always have 3 husband. Why do you
think that you can be different?

But nothing would make Katherine change. She had promised
her life to God. Even if she had to live in poverty for the rest of
her tife, she would never marry. Finally in 1679 she settled the
question of not marrying, She made & vow of chastity in the
Church before all the tribe. Her ]:-mi:.‘i: now knew she belonged
to Giod m 2 special way.

Because she loved God very much and showed it in her life by
her patience and forgiveness, Katherine was allowed to receive
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Holy Communion. This was very
rarc in those days.

Just omc year later, Katherine
died. For the last two months of
her life, she lay on her bed in
great pam, All who came near her
were amared at the smile which
was always on her face. She was
only twenty four vears old when
she died. Most of her liflc had
been lived amid hardships and
with a lot of misumderstandings.
Through all the vesrs she had
offered her sufferings to God,
whom now she was to meet face
to face.

Her sufferings of mind and body
bore great freit.
Most of the Mohawk Indians
became Christians and mow
Catherine is known as the *Lily of
the Mohawis’,

I
Questions:

L. It was only in the 20th Century
i that people were encouraged to
j received Holy Commumion very
frequentiy.

Do you think this is good or not
50 pood?

What is a possible problem with
being allowed to receive Holy
Commumion frequently?

What is a good pomt about 17

2. Bome PNG sisters have also
had 1o run away from home when
they wanted to give themselves to]
God. What do you think your
family would say if a member
wanted to become a religions
sister? See if you can think of the;
reactions of the following peoplel
and the reasons they would have:

| grandparents YesNo Why?
| parents YesNo Why? |
auntics'uncles Yes™No Why?

‘brothersisisters Yes™o  Why?
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Charles Lwanga and the Ugandan
Martyrs

Deep in Central Alrica is a country called
Uganda. It is a very mountainous land. Some of
the mountams are 50 high they are called the
‘Mountams of the Moon”, Their tops are always
covercd with snow. The valleys below are
warm, with nich forests filled with all kinds of
animals and beautifully coloured birds.

A hundred years ago, the country was ruled by
a King  alled the Kabaka, He owned alf the land
and .| the people. He was very wicked and
evueryone was afraid of him. Al this tme some
Whitc Fathers went to Uganda to bring the
Good News of Christ. At first, the Kabaka was
very friendly to the missionaries, but when they
told him that he did cruel things, he was very
angry and tried 1o murder them. They hid for a
time and then came back, when things were
qguret.

The Kabaka tried to make the missionaries work
for him against other tribes, but they refused.
For awhile he did nothing, but he did not forget,
Mear the King's palace, the While Fathers had
built a large mission station. There were
outstations about a day's journey away. Charles
Lwanga, a young Chief from one of these
outstations, who had become a Christian, was
chosen W be one of the King's pages. This
meant that he had to go to live in the Palace,
along with other young men who were also
Royal Pages.

Lack up the meaning of Page as it is wsed in this
Fary.

This was the time the missionaries had been
sent sway, 50 the spreading of the Good News

was left to a few faithful Ugandan Christians.
They came together to pray and help each other,
Charles spent much time studying and praying.
For many hours he would sit with the Christian
catechists, learning how to read and write, and
finding out more aboul God from the Bible,

After about 3 vyears, the Kabaka died, and
Mwanga his son, became King, At first he
seemed eager Lo please the Europeans, and
appointed Charles and three other Christians to
high positions at Court. These were Joseph,
Matthias and Andrew, and they all hoped that
better times were coming for them.

However, very soon il was clear that Mwanga
was no better then his father. He also became
very zngry if anyone went against his wishes.
Charles did all he could to protect the young
pages. He would send them away from the palace
to work, whenever he could find an excose.

Une day a message arrived at the priests” house o
say that three Christians had been arrested.
Immediately, the priests nushed over to the palace
to see the Kimg. The King received them with
great courtesy, listened to what they had to sav
and then told them to wait outside, letting them
believe that he would free the voung men. All day
they waited, and then they leamt the zad news - in
a Il of anger the King had ordered the three
young men to be killed in front of him,

For a time after this, there was a period of calm.
Charles and Joseph tried to fight the wicked ways
of the king, which were now openly practiced at
the court. This made the Ling very angry and he
sereamed, ‘Whatever the Kabaka desires is
good .




On the Feast of All Saints, st November, 1883,
Fr Lourdel baptized twenty two Ugandans.

“This ig the feast of ANl Samts,” he zaid. “This
Feast Day will not come around for some of you
again nexl year, because you will be put to death
for love of Jesus Christ’

Mwanga began blaming the Christians m his own
household for working against him. “Yes' some
jealous people said, ‘they are the ones who
disobey the Kabuka.' Mwanga roared, “Yes, you
are right. Whenever [ want them they are working
in the park or off on a message . Excuses!
Disobedience! Treason!

He went on to say that they alone, of all his
people refused to obey his commands.

The leader of the court Christisns was the ever
faithful Joseph, On the night of November 14th
he was summoned to the royal presence.’You
are a traitor’ screamed the king. ‘1 serve my
master with loyalty and love’ Joseph replied
quietly. “You pray” the king accused. *T pray for
God's hlessing on the King and his country.”

And se it went on all through the night. At dawn,
Mwanga scemed calmer. He allowed Joseph to
teave, and it Jooked as though another storm had
passed, Joseph kmew better. He hurried to the
Mission where he attended Mass and received
Holy Communion.

S00n a page came to recall Joscph to the roval
presence. The king had worked himself into a
rage again. As Joseph walked into the room, he
jumped up and shouted, “Mukaso, falsely called
‘Joseph’, vou are condemned to be bumed alive
23 500n as the fire can be lighted.” Joseph said
coolly, *then [ am to die because of my belief in
Jesus.” The guards took Joseph to the place of
punishment. The chief executioner admired
Joseph and did mot want him to be given such a
slow and painful death. He asked 2 guard to bring
him a sword. Joseph understood; he knelt down,
and bent his head. It was cut off and thrown intn
the fire.

If the king hoped to put am end to Christianity he
was sadly mistaken. Twenty pages raced to the
Mission and begged for Baptism. The next
moming they made their first Communion. Then
they hurried back to the palace, strong for
whatever might come. They did nol have long to
wait. The king ordered all the pages to come into
his presence, then he said: ‘Let everyone who
prays, step forward and confess.” All but three of
the young men stepped forward. For howrs he
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kept them there, yelling, screaming and

-accusing them of being against him. He told

them that if they did not give up their faith, he
would have them pat to death. Another forty
pages went to Father Lourdel to ask for
Baptism. Mwanga did not know what to do.
‘How can it be” he said, ‘that they do not fear
death?™

On May 22nd, one of the young Christians
refused to commit a sin of impurity for the
Kmg. The King came in from his hunting trip
and when he heard what had happened, he
started to scream and run around like a mad
man. The King asked all the pages: ‘How long
do you intend to remain Christian?

“Till death,” they responded. “Then you will be
put Lo death,” the ruler angrily shooted.

He ordered all Christians to be handed over to
the guards, and to be cut and put to death by
fire. Charles gathered all the young pages round
him and fold them to run and hide. “No* they
replied. “We will stand together, firm for
Christ." Some of the pages were Anglicans but
they all stood together for Jesus.

As might fell, the war drums sounded, calling
the executioners. Charles gathered the pases
around him. Some who were not yet baptized,
were given the Sacrament. They praved together
all night.

Early on the moming of May 26th, Mwanga sat
in Council. He forbade thc practice of
Christianity. In vain did Fr. Lourdel beg for
mercy for the Christians. The roval pages were
all assembled before the Kabaks “Now’
Mwanga said, “All who wish to pray walk to the
right side of the room.” Without hesitation,
Charles and his companions did so. Then one of
the guards threw down his spear and joined
them. The death sentence for the royal pages
was fmal. They were tortured even before the
death march begsn. Then they were roped
together and made to march to the place of
execution forty kilometres away.

As the group, led by Charles passed Father
Lourdel, he was amazed along with all the other
bystanders, to see their courage and serenity.
For severil days the pages were kept bound
hand and foot with sticks around their necks,
During this time, they prayed continually and
sard the rosary. Charles comtinued to instruct
and comfort the whole group. Through the week
they watched the pile of wood for the fire grow
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It is a welcome change to look at people whnsn’_y
1586, the executioners began the day with lives were devoled to God and to others, and who'
preparations for riteal dances. As they damced
In canonizing ihe swints. the Church is not Jmfx
‘The mothers of these boys shall weep foday! }, Meresied in praising their bravery or saying )<‘<
Yz they shall weep today. a5
people with & message For every age. The example:
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miended by our Christian vosstion. %
other with shouts of joy, praising God that they
had all remained faithful to the end. effective im human lives, in people from di
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his © iy P uneducated as well 2z the educated,
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. - When we lock at the canonized sands of |
firz. The only sounds to be heard above the roar
of e {Tames were the prayers of the victims. Church, we are invited to live up to the cxample ‘-"F
: : have overcome their own weakness, and “fou
Kimz's own houschold, and even fis owe som, the good fight to the end” 2 Tim 4?& Eh*?
All the people who saw them die, tell of the
always the same. It involves a life of loving and®.
lives to Chrst in this great act of love, In the listening o God and opposing evil.
following year, the number of people who
sorts of fish, She is and always has been,
extracrdinary rate, combination of the dull and the magnificent,
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opposed the evil things they found in the world.
they sang these words

they are now in glory. She looks on the sains
The boys understood that this was their last

hopes, and awaken in us the courage ann:l geneTosity
Instead of renning away, the boys greeted each 4

The saints are proof that the sction of the Spirit |§
Charles was the first fo diel The wood was %
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Topic Five

Christianity in PNG and Si

All of us know that Jesys, the Son of God, chose
Izsrael as the coumtry where he would be bomn,
where he would live, work, suffer and dic. But we
also know that Jesus told his Apostles, The
Kingdom of Gad is like o mustard seed which,
when buried in the ground, will yrow into a big
tree (A 13:31).

tzrzel was the first country where the Kingdom of :

God was planted and grew. But from there, the
Apostles took the seed and planted it all over the
warld,

We saw in the first centurics how the suffering of |

many marlyrs was the seed buried in the ground.

We saw in the next centuries how Christianity

spread through Europe and how the tree began (o

erow and spread new branches. We saw how the

tree needed pruring. And finally we saw how the

Kingdom spread to many cther countries outside

of Europe.

Wow it is time to look at our own county. The

history of Christianity in our country has a

definite beginning, il began when the first

missionaries arrived. But before Jesus was born,

God spent a lopg time propenng the Jewish

people. In the same way, God's Spirit was active

m our society, long before any missionaries

amived. How? Well, ...

. there was belief in life after death

s phers wirs the desire 1o overonme sickness and the
power of soroery ;

«  rhere was the desire 1o keep life going for onesell
and one’s clan

& rhere was the desire o five in an atmosphere of
secure soial relatonships

s there was the belief thar people of themselves ars
eyl ﬁr!l}:!x_ll' I '::-7':|15_-'_ Al gd,'.;_ﬂl cros and other
o things

L there wiss the heliel that the Ll st be r-:*.ﬁru:ncd
and bawved i

a  there was helwf in joy and heauty seem for
example, in our music and dancing,

These and other values of maditional
Melanesian hife were the ways God's Spirit was
active in preparing our people to receive the
Good News.
At the beginning of this book, we said that one
cannot realty talk abowt the history of the
Church in a particular place, without knowing
all sbout the culwre, and the social and
economic and political conditions.
But now we are going to talk about our own
place, and these things are things we do know.
We might not know what it was really like n
the time of Henry the Eighth, bot we do know
what it is like to be 2 Papua New Guinean or a
Solomon Islander. We know our own customs,
and the life of our own people. We know the
condition of our country. So in these next pages
as we look at our own story, let us reflect on
what it meant to be a Christian i our own
country today. Let us ask ourselves

» what place does Jesus have in my hie?

« + am | living up to the witness of the early
Missionaries and the early Melanesan
Christians?

» how is the Church showing that its roots
have spread deep down into our soil?



Our beginnings

The Solomon Islands have the privilege of being
the place where the Nirst Mass was said i
Melanesia.

Mendana, a Spanish navigator sailing from Peru,
took with him Franciscan priests, and these were
the ones who in the 16th Century cclebraled the
first Masses in the Solomons. The first one was in
1586,

The first Mass that we know was celebrated in
Papua New Cuinea was i [605, about 30 years
later bt in a new Century, the 17th Century.
This Mass was celebrated at Sideia, an island in
Milne Bay. If you go to that island today, you will
find the place marked with a white wooden wross.
It has these words written on it:

B EEEEEEEE

Here on the 28th April, IE:DE,
the Franciscan Chaplain on
Torres' ship, came ashore

and saoid the first known Mass
to be celebrated in Papua

The reason we know these dates and the places, is
because ship's caplaing are required to keep “log
books” which are diaries of the activities of the
ship. Into this diary also has to be entered the
ship's position (fts latitude and longitude).

Many of the log books of the early explorers are
still available for people to look at today. Usually
they arc in the museums of the countries the
explorers came from.

The first Christian Mission to commence work
in Papus New Guinea was the London
Missionary Society (LMS). Their first station
was at Mano-Manu near Port Moresby, where
six teachers from Raratonga in the Cook Islands
hegan work on the 215t November, 1872, Some
famous LMS missionaries are Dr. and Mrs,
Lawes, and Dr. James Chalmers,

The next Christian group to armive were the
Methodists (now part of the United Church). A
famous Methodist is Dr. George Brown who
landed in the Duke of Yorks on 15th August
1873,

The first permanent Catholic Missions were
esiabliched by Fr. Navarre M.5.C., in Rabaul in
1882 and at Yule Island in [883.

Dr. Flierd, the Lutheran missionary, came to
Finschafen in 1886,

The Anglican priest, Copland King, started his
work at Wedas on the North Coast in 1891,
Only in 1844 is the name Melanesia (which
includes Papua New Guinea and the Solomon
Islands) used for the first time in official Church
documents. This was when the Vicaridtes of
Melanesia and Micronesia were set up.

Before that, thesc areas were parl of the
Apostolic Prefecture of Western Oceania sci up
in 1836, and given to the care of the Marist
Fathers. Western Oceania included New
Zealand, all Papua New Cuinea, Kiribati, Fiji,
MNew Caledonia and many other places.

What a job for the Marists!

In 1835, on the 24th December, eight Marist
missionaries, including one who would later
become a sainl, Peter Chanel, lefi France for
Western Oceania.

Although the Bishop in charge of the group,
John Baptist Pompalicr, originally had ideas of
coming to Papua New Guinea, there werné many
problems and changes. He finally ended up in
Mew Fealand, and Peter Chanel in Futuna.




Om the 2nd Febmary, 1843, more Mansts.
imcluding another Bishop, Joha Baptist Epalle,
lefit London. this time specifically for Melanesta.

They amived in the Solomons at the beginning of
December in 18435, Their [irst foundation was
made a1 Makira on the SW coast of San Cristobal
lzland.
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a Draw this map in your books. Colour in San
| Cristobal Island. Put a dot on the 5W coast.

© Think of & suitable title for your map.

o Write it in.

a

ety e W P I W e T ot = A T s T

Before the [oundation was made on San Cristobal
however, tragedy struck. Bishop Fpalle wanted to
visit Santa Tsabe! lsland belore making the
foundation al San Cristobal, because it was the
centre of the archipelago, and map makers called
it the most important of the Solomon [slands, He
arrived in Thousand Ships Bay on [2th
Drecember, 1843,

Exactly one week later he was dead.

The map in the next column shows where the ship
was anchored, where Bishop Epalle was sttacked
by the people (Martyr’s Bay) and where he was
buried {cross) on Z0th December, 1843,

Sadly the missionaries returned to San Cristobal
to begin their work. Many suffered from fever
and were so sick thoy could hardly walk. In some
autstations they were attacked and killed. When
the mew Marist Bigshop, Bishop Johm Collomb
arrived, he found that 3 missionaries had been
murdered and one had died, so he took the rest -
three pricsts and three brothers, and headed for
Wondlark on the 3rd Scptember, 1847,

[ b M Mt

In & letter written from Woodlark in Deccmber,
of that same year, Bishop Collomb wrote that
fever still troubled them as it did m San
{ristohal. Bul they would not give wp. The
Hishop began to lcam the language, mastering
ten words a day. He divided the area into three
sections and mave one to each pricst.

[m April, 1848, anothcr priest arrived, Fr.
Villien, and Collomb decided to open a new
Mission, S0 on May 9 they sailed westwards
From Woodlark towards Umbot {Bocke Island).

(see the map below)

They had not been there very long, when on
16th July, Bishop Collomb dicd.

Then 6 months later, Fr. Villien dicd. The ones
an Rooke then withdrew 1o Woodlark.

Even with only one station, the Marists found
their men suffering from exhaustion, fever and
slarvation. By this time, [B850, cighteon
missionaries altogether hed been lost, and the
health of all of them was bad.

Reluctantly, the Marists asked to be released of
their responsibility for Melanesia, and in 1852
Rome agreed. The Marists tried to get others to
replace them, but found it very difficolt. Eugens
de Mazenod who was asked to send members of
his congregation said: ‘1 do not flatter myself
that 1 could succeed where the Marists did nol
They do not lack either zeal or personnel .
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The next Congregation o try were the PIME
Fathers. These pricsts were lalian, with their
headquarters in Milan.

What do you kmow already abowt Milan?

On October 8, 1832, seven PIME fathers left
Sydney for Woodlark and Rooke. The Marist
Fathers, who remaimed until the end, welcomed
them gladly and gave them encouragement. They
also advised them to leave Woodlark and to
reoccipy Fooke Island,

The newcomers set to work in their new mission
without delay. But very soon they faced the same
difficultics: sickness, starvation and the lack of
interest of the local people. One priest Fr.
Mazmuicconi, then left for treatment in $vdney.
Soon the others also were so sick they had to
follow. They hoped to meet with Fr. Mazzecconi
in Australia, before he returned. However when
they arrived in Sydncy, they found he had already
left, anxious to bring them their needed supplies.
Fr. Mzrmceoni, back on Woodlark, found the
priests gone. The people around him pretended to
rejoice at his return, but when his back was
turned a man sneaked up behind him and
murdered him. The mission was ahandoned.

The PIME Fathers were on Woodlark and Rooke
for three years. They arrived on Sth October,
1852, and departed Woodlark on 10th Tuly, 1855.
When they left there was no Catholic priest left in
Melanesia. |t would stay like this until 1881,
wher Rome called on the MSC Fathers to take up
the challenge.

The MSC Fathers set foot on Matupit (ENK) on
the feast of St Michael the Archangel in 1882
They sertled at Nodup where the people made
them welcome and gave them shelter and land to
live on. In 1883, the MSC's made = second
foundation at Yule Island off the coast of Papua.
Here on the fourth of July, Mass was celebrated
and this anniversery is still remembered with
special devotion today more than 100 vears later.

From the verv beginming, the M55 were
assisted by the Daughters of Our Lady of the
Sacred Hearl (OLSH Sisters) and later by the
M3 Sisters.

In 1896, the Society of the Divine Word under
the leadership of Fr. Limbrock, opened up a
third area of missionary activity, slong the north
east coast of New Guincs. Although they landed
at Madang on Awpgust 13, 1896, their frst
establishment was on the small island of
Tumleo near Aitape. Many SVD's Isboured
along the coast, later Fathers William Ross and
Alphonse Schaefer were pioneers in the
Highlands. The first Sisters of the Holy Spirit
(3.5p.8.) to join the SVID¥s, arrived on March
26th 1899. If vou look on Page 2 of this book
you will see the name of a Holy Spirit Sister
who has worked in education for many years in
this country.

Rome was still pressing the Marists (o work W
Melanesia, so firally Bishop Vidal, Vicar
Apostolic of Fiji, offered 1o take charpe of the
North Solomons. The Marists settled originally
on the Shortland Islands in 1599, then later
moved the centre of their missionary activity to
Kieta in Bougainville.

As carly as 1912 the first local Conpregation of
sisters was founded: the Daughters of Mary
immaculate (FMI Sisters). Six vears later the
Handmaids of the Tord (AD sisters) were
founded in Papus,
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Louis Vangeke

s the year 1904, the wife of a famous soreercr in
the village of Veifa’a {which is in the Mekeo
district of Central Province), gave birth Lo a son.
Rut the baby was so small and weak that his
father would have nothing to do with him. He
suggested that the mother throw him away. There
were OLSH Sisters in the village at that time, and
Sr. Antoinedte ook the tiny baby to her clinic and
had him baptized Louis, afier the patron saml of
France. Timy Lows received wvery special
atlention and Sister said he would be 3 great man
some day.

Louis grew up at the mission and when he was
old enough, he went to school on Yule Island.
Here Louis heard the story of Jesus, and from that
day knew that he wanted to be a priest.

He kept this o himsell as he continued his
schooling, end later trained to be 2 teacher. When
e was old enough he worked as a teacher in his
own place of Veifa'a. [ .ater it was planned that he
would marry a aie] from Veifa’a, Stephanie
Maing. Lowis still preferred to be a priest, but
could see no way 1o realies his secret dreain.

Then he heard that Bishop de Boismeno was
starting & group of Pepun Brothers. Lowis forgot
about the marriage, as he was not very intcrested
frogn the beginning, and soon deparied for
Kobuna 1o join the first group of Religious
Brothers.

Lowis was & verv good student and onc day his
teecher asked him of he hed ever thowpghi of
becomimg a priest. Lowis was too shy to say that
Ie had thought about i everv day for 50mMe years.
instead he said *Oh, | conld never am as high es
that!” :

Father explained how important it was for people
e have their vwn priests instead of missionaries
from other coumnes and Lous apreed to study
for the pricsthood.

How exciled Bishop de Boismenu was when he
heard this news. The problem was, where couid
he be trained? Louis was given special lessons in
Latin and French while the Bishop wrote letters
0 Seminaries all around the world w hed the
" most suikablc one for s Papuan student.

Afier a few months a letter came from
Madagascar. near the East Coast of Africa, saying
they were willing to train Lowis. Lous had never

=il 50

wt the ziles and sew the position ot AMadagascar. i
seeqned veny ightening and very far away.
Uospile his fedrs, [usi One MODME 18307 Be Was On
his way. But Nirst a long voyage on & huge ship, his
ficst ride in a train, and then Tanarive, where the
seminary was, and always the French language!
All the lessons were given m French, and although
there were cerlam days at the seminary when the
students were allowed to speak their own
language. poor Louis had no one to talk to - for
nobody could speak Mckeo!

After three vears Lowis gradusied o the Major
Seminary, where he studied philosophy for the
next two years, and then Theology for another four
wears. Then in 1939 when Louis was 33 years old,
he praduated and 3 Jesuit Bishop from France
ordained Father Lows Vangeke to the priesthood.
Lowis had been away from home for 10 fong years.
Two months later he was on a ship, heading for
Papua New Guinca, When he arrived on the wharf
m Port Moreshy a great crowd waited to greet him.
Fie was escorted to the church where he celebraled
his first Mass in his own country. giving thanks 1o
Ciod for his sale retam.

B e g
Sir Hupen Murray welcomed him at Governmeni
House and there were manv other official
weleomes in Port Moreshy.
i_'-;_:'!'|

=dur
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leitv. i secrned |

But this was just the beginaing, fo: all the villages
arcund wanted to sce’ him and wanted him o say
Mass for them.
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God Bless
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May his peace
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When he finally reached his own village of Veifa'a, the people had prepared a sreat
feast. He was carried on a chair attached to rwo long poles on the shoualders of the
men. When they reached the cenire of the village his own brother stepped forward
and smashed a bumch of betelnuts across the back of a pig, an honour and a sign of
peace. After Masz, ten thousand people took part in the feasting and dancing. Fr.
Louis had never seen anything like it A boll from the mission, thowsands of
wallabies, binds, and fish had been cooked. The piles of bananas and vegelables
stood over two metres high. Tn 1962 Fr. Louds Vangeke celebrated his Silver Jubiles
as a priest, Many limes the expatriate bishops had asked Louis to take on the
responsibility of leading a diocese as 2 bishop. Every time he refosed. However,
with independence in sight he was forced, for the sake of his people, to say “Yes'.
On the Feast of 5t Francis Xawvier, 3rd December, 1970, in St Mary's Cathedral
Sydney. before 2 hig crowd of missionaries and others, Fr. Louis Vangeke, of
Mekeo, Papua New Guined, was consccrated Bishop by Pope Paul the sixth, al that
lme visiting Australia. The son of a Mekeo sorcerer had become & successor of the
first Aposties in his own land, Sister Antoinette’s prophecy had come true

The Map above shows the main areas of Central Provinee where Bishop
Louis Vanpeke lived and worked.

1. Sec if you can find: Veifa’a (his Hirthplace), Yule Island (where he went to
school), Kubuna (where he traimed as a brother), Waima (a place where he worked)
2. The Map also shows the Mission Stations of his ares, Write down all the places

that you think arc Mission Stations. Hint: There are 15 shown on this map.
3. Rewrite the prayer oppasite, bof raming & river, 2 mountein, a person’s heart : to
mitke it a really personal prayer.

e ————— ==




Peter ToRot

Peter ToRot was from the (aeelle Penmsula. His
home village was Rakuna, fust a short drive from
the busy town of Kabaul.
His people had very fine plantations of coconuts
and cocoa, with big pardens of [fuits and
vegetables. His father hed been a chief in the
village, and when ToRel was only a young boy,
his father sent him fo school to have a good
education. Later ToRot went to St. Paul's College
Taliligap, to be trained as a catechist.
In 1942, the war came to Rahaul. Very soon the
Japanise had taken comtral of the town and the
villages around it. Before long they came to take
away ['r. Lapfer, ToRot's pansh priest and good
friend. Fr. Laufer spoke to Peter : “I'm leaving
my work to vou, Look after the people and help
them to rermember God.”
When ToRot saw his friend taken away, his heart
was very heavy, How could-he lead the people in
God's ways during thes difficult time? It seemed
too hard for him. But he knew God would help
him and he decided that he would try his best.
since the Japanese would not allow the people to
move around without a pass, ToRot orpanized
people to meet in small groups to pray. He got
them to build tunnels so that they could meet in
safety, away from the guns and bombs.
When the people were afraid he encouraged
" thern. He visited the sick and the dying and
praved with them, He encouraged voung people
to marry and to be faithful to cach other.

{me amv, IC JEpaENese Called many of the
viliage chieis wogether. Tata from akunal weny
too. “We have a new rule” they said. “Nobody
can pray to God any more. You are praying to
your Crod that we will be defeated ™

The chicfs listeped but they were not impresssd.
Then the Jamancse soldiers said. “Forget about
God’s fawe. Don'f follow Jesus Chrst! Do
whatever vou wanl Lo do, you can sleep wath ail
the different girls if you want to, but do not
comtinee i be Chnstians.™

Tata the chief went home to Rakuna: and told
ToRot all that he had heard ToRol disagreed
with all this, and many of the people and the
olher cafechisty felt the same. ToRot continued
to pray with the people and to help them in their
sprrituzl lives, He witnessed marriages in the
chapels in the caves. He had services in
different villages on Sundays. He visited the
sick to care for them and pray with them. He
buried the dead and prayed with the relatives.
He baptized the babies.

Onc dav a Rakonai man wanled to marry the
wife of another man. ToM had heard that
Japanese say they wers free to take any woman.
ToRot warned ToM not to take another man’s
wife and he also spoke to the woman, When the
woman refused to go with ToM he was funous.
He went and reported Peter to the Japanese
OfMicers. He told the Japanese that ToRot was
gtill holding prayer services and performing
Marriage cerentnies.

The next day the Japanese police went to see
Peter’s brother. “Is it truc that ToKot had loto
for the people vesterday?” Tatamai, Peter’s
brother replied, *It is true.* *Did you take part in
the service?” asked the Japanese, Meshida
“Yes'. Thirdly Meshidz asked him, *Did you
knowr that your brother was not to hold any
more religious services? Tatamai said, ‘Yes™.
Then Meshida hit him over the head with a stick
and sentenced him to one month's jail.

Immediately the Japanese Police and ToM left
for ToRot's home. They reided the cave where
ToRot conducted his relipious services and also
thc houses of his three brothers. They broke
thejr swilcases and took ToRot’s Bible, a
Catechism, and the baptism and marriage
registers. They also took twio crucifixes.

After raiding the houses, they tock ToRot
prisoner. He was questioned about his sctivitics
as a catechisl



Whenr he sard "Yes, | had a Lot service
vesmerday” he was beited wiih & stick and put
il

When his uncle came to visit him, Peter ToRot
told him, *{ am in jail because of my work for
Godd. T am not afraid 2nd ©owill not give up God
amd my work for Him. Even now I know that the
Jeparese will not lel me out to live. [ know they
will il me.

Everyone knew thal ToRot was in jail becauss he
kept the Church active and alive in spite of the
warming of the Japanese, and cspecially becanse
he defended marriage.

Paula, Peter's wife, brought him clean clothes
and food. ‘Please’ she begged, ‘Remember me
and yvour two little children. Come home to us.
Promise the Japanese that you will give up your
Christian work, then they will let you go."

ToRot rephied Dot try to buy me back from the
soldiers. | can’t disobey God’s words to my heart.
and of they want o kil me, 1 am ready to die for
R,

Ome day the Japanese told ToRot that a doctor
was coming o give him an imjection. The young
catechist understood what that meant. He washed
and shaved and put on his best clothes. When the
doctors amived, the olTicers sent all the other
Eriscners away.

e ey refiermed, Peter ToRor was dead.

I Yot

Yot lived at Nobonob which is up in the hills, 2
short' distance from Madang town. From his
mountain village, he coold look down om
Madang Harbour and see Karkar and other
1slands, away over the beantiful blue sea. For a
number of vears the Lutheran mission had been”
working in this area, but now for the first time,
2 missionary had. come to live at Nobonoh.
When the missionary began to feach, Yot and
his mother: and father were very interested.
They werc among the first group of people
baptized at Nobongb,
After working very hard to learn the local
language, the Lutheran missionary began a
small school so that the children could leam to
- read and write m their own langnage.
‘Can [ come to school? asked Yot The
missionary looked at him. He was much bigger
than most of the other boys, but he was very
keen to leamn. “Yes', said the m:'isil:mai‘}' “but
¥ou must work very har:f T
Yot did work hard, and after a few years he was
doing 50 well that he was asked to help with the
teaching.
In the church meeting at Nobonob onc dey, the
xongregsfion began to talk about other people
vho lived in their district. They were concerned
or the many other viilapes, where the peopic
[idn't know anvithing abeut God. “We should
end somebody from owr church to feach
sthers,” they said, *We could start at the village
it Silopi.” But who would go?
fot, who was a young man by now, stood up,
I'll go,” he said. *I’ve been praying about this
ind asking God what he wants me (o do. MNow |
2el sure that God wants me Lo go to Silopi’.
At first, Yot found the work at Silopt very
hiffwwlt. He buikk a hovse for hemself and a
whool binlding, but not many children came.
We doa™l want to sit in school all day,” they
omplained. “We want to play, or go hunting in
he: bush,’

The Silopt people too were unfriendly tw Yol
viost of them just Jeft him alone, and didn’t
wlp him with his house or garden. Very few
wer came to his house,

‘ot thought aboul this, and den:n:!-nd that '|1'l¢
eopie did not understand that he really wanted
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W be their friend, because he didn’t speak the
Silopi language. So cvery day he sat with the
people and iried to f=arp their languazse. In the
tnd the new school became strong and people
bepan to learn about God.

After some time, the people of Nobonob asked
Yot to come back to teach at their school again.
Yol said *] want to wait until the first group of
Silopi people have been baptlized, some of them
arc nearky ready. Also please send somebody here
o take my place.” This 15 what happensd, and so
Yot with his new wile, went back to Mobonoh.
The years went by. Yot was a good teacher and he
alz0 helped the missionary transiale books mio
the Mobonob lanpuage. Ilis family arew until he
had two sons and four daughters.

At that fmme, there were wo American
missionaries working at Nobonob, Mr. Ander and
Mr. Inscimann. Mr. Insclmann started a new
mission station quite a long way from Nobonoh,
inland in the mountains.

Just before Chrismas, on 18th [December, 1942,
the Japanese soldiers landed in Madang, and soon
they were moving all over the district. looking for
any Australians and Americans still around. They
found the Nobonob missionary, Mr. Ander and
took him off to prison. {Later he was murdered
with the other rmussionanes who were prisoners
on a Japancse ship at Wewak.)

Y ot was very upset when he saw Mr. Ander being
{raken away. He hurried to his friend Yagmai, who
wias 8 Lutheran pastor at Nobonob, “What about
Mr. Inselmann? he asked. *He is away at the new
mission station in the bush, and he dossn’t know
aboul the danger here. You must wiite 3 letter to
{him and warn him that the Japanese are coming.”
“"agmai was worried. ‘No, i1 would be too
langerous, Somebody might show the letier to
{the soldiers and then we’d be in trouble. They
would think we were spying.for their enemies.’
“Then | had better go and tell him myself.” said
Yol Yot didn't talk sbout it any more. MNobody
knows what he did, but probably he did wrile and
send that letter because Mr. Inselmann was ahle
o escape and Yol got severely punished.

For about & year, the Japanesc were in charge of

the Madang area. Then bombs began to fall
round Madasp. {The Americans and Australians
gre trying to win Madang back [rom the
apanese ) Soon the village people found il oo
angerous 1o stay in their homes on top of the hifl
canse of the bambs.

Instead they built houses hidden in the bush in
the lower valleys. It was very frightening]
Nobody cocked their food during the day in
case the fiphter planes noticed the smoke and
bombed them, and at might thev only mades
small fires mside thewr houses, Every day Yot
encouraged the people and gathered them
together to pray,
One day a Japancse patrol arrived. They
searched all the houses, and bronght out 2 book
from the house of Ipaug the Luluai. Although i
was just the story of the mission, the Japanese
arrested Ipaug for working for the Americans.
The soldiers didn’t leave the Nobonob villago
people alone after that. They kept coming back
and searching through the huts as if they werg
looking for something special.

One dreadful day they came and took all the
headmen of the village. The soldiers tied Yot
and seven others together and marched them off]
o Kauris, where the Japancse had a camp and
prison. “The Kempei wants them® the peoplg
whispered anxiously. ‘He is a terrible man,
whal will he do o our men?

The leader of the Japanese Mililary Police inf
that area was a hard, crucl man and everyone
was afraid of him. Even some of the Japaness)
soldiers themselves told the wvillage people.
“I'hat man is a creel and unfair person, he 15 a)
heathen who doesn™t know amy better’. The
MNobonob headmen amived at the camp ar
Kawrz, and found their friend Ipaug the Luluai
there already. Soon the Kempei (Captain)
marched in to question them. '
‘Tlow long have you been working with the
Americans” he asked YoL
“Ever sinee they came to my village when | was
a boy,” replied Yor.

“They are our enemics and you have bcen
helping them. You men have been putting a
bright light on top of the Nobonob church
steeple o guide the American plancs!”

The mine headmen looked at each other in great
surprise. A hght on the steeple? It was
impossible,

“No, No," they all said.”How could we make a
light? Cur kerosene was all finished months
ago, and if we Iit a fire, the whole church would
bum down. You are making a mistake.”

The Kempei looked very angry. “You are lying!
We've seen the light many times and I've semt
my men to try to find it
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ihen the Kempst ceparated Yoi and lpaug from
e ather headmen. While the others watched, he
reked those two over and over again about the
fght, bai beth were completely puzeled about it
“We don’t Leow anything about it ,"they insisted.
s made the Kempei angricr than ever. He
rdered his men fo hit Ipaug again and again with
o heswy stick. Then they tied Yot to a pole like a
cig. &nd hung the pole over a deep hole. While
sror Yot was harging there by his hands and feet,
e Kempe! kept on asking questions, and the
:~idiers cut him with ther bayonets.

‘And another thing,” th= Kempei showted. *You
2l yowr people have been praying for our
rnemies, the Arnerrans, iF vou do that they might
wirl the fight.”

hot 15 frue,” replied Yor. °1 do pray for them
=very day. But | peey ok the Japanese people too,
and for all people evenywlers”
‘Fonl?” cried the Kemper “I*1! make you change
s mined.”
He made one of hiz men stand below Yot in the
tole with a burisg coconut frond, which bumed
“Yot's legs and back The other headmen who
weTe Walching wanted to cry, and to stop this
tewrible man. but they were prisoners and covld
¢ mothirg,
i the end, the Kempei prew tired of his croelty
e ven? Jpaug and the others home, warning them
ot b have anything w do with any Americans.
But he ook Yot off the pole and left him lying at
the hottom of the deep hole.
f'or the mext three months, Yot was kept in the
hole nearly all the time. Mostiy his hands and feet
were lied, and often they hung him on the pole
tgain while the Kempei tried to make him change
his mind. Yet. aithough they hurt him tersibly, he
kept on saying ‘I know nothing about a light on
the churchk, and [ will not stop praying for
evervhody.”

Yagmas, brought Yot's wife and oldest daughter
io see him oae day, but the soldicrs were rough
with the girl and they went away heartbroken at
what was happening to Yot. Then Yot who by
mov. was so badly crippled that he conldn’t walk,

Burtsbag. There he was put into & smail hut with
v Arnerican pilots who had been caprured. He
ielt sure that all three of them would die soon.

was carried from Kawris to another prison at

Whenever he could, he visited Yot

“Why are you a prisoner?” Mal asked unhappily.
“Why do they hate you so much?

‘T don't understand these things." Yot said, ‘but
| cam’t change my mind about prayer. God is
helping me.’

Aficr three weeks at Baitabag, Yot sent Mal a
message. “Please cook me a Chinese taro for
tonight, T thmk | will die tomorrow._

Mal did as he was asked.

The next day, the soldiers ordered Mal and
others to dig a big grave on a hill near the camp.
That afternoon, Mal helped Yot as the three
prisoners were taken out to die. As they walked
along, Mal sobbed and cried in despair.

‘Don’t ery,” said Yot gently. “Listen esrefully to
everyihing T say, snd watch whal happens,
Don't be afraid.”

When they reached the grave, the officer ler Yot
talk to Mal before he died. Yot encouraged Mal,
He told him what he wanted to be done about
his children and their education. He semt
messages for his family. He said, ‘T am happy
and content for myself, but | am very sorry for
the Christians at Nobonob. You will have many
problems i the future. When peace comes, you
must all pray together for a new leader to help
you and keep vou strong in faith.” Then he
prayed very lovingly for the people of Nobonob
and for himsell. He was not afraid to dic as a
soldier stepped forward and killed him with his
bavonet

After his death, Mal very carefully filled in the
grave and marked it with stones so that he could
find it again and show the place to Yot's family.
However, althoogh he tried many times to find
the place again after the war was over, he was
never able to find it _

The people of Nobonob however, do not need a
grave to remind them of Yot, a great and
fearless man of God.

A% Yot lay in the prison, he recognized a labourer |-

there &5 one of his former students, Mal was very
UPHEL t soe his leacher in prison.




The FMI Sisters

Many storics could also be told about the women
who courageously carried on missionary work
during (he hard war years. The following story 1s
about the braverv of a group of NGI women.

These women had slready gmiven their lives 1o
God, in the Conprepation called Daunghters of
Mary Immaculate,

In Oxtober, 1942, all the missionaries were
brought into the prison camp at Vunapope while
the Japanese declared the local nuns free 0 go
where they liked. The Bishop called the Sisters
and explained to them that under the
circumstances, he was willing 1o give them
permission o change their religious dress for
ordinary clothes and allow them to go home, Not
a single ong accepted the offer.

They emphatically insisted that they would not
only stay together but wear their religious dress.
The Sisters went back to Takabur, about 12 km
away, where they had begun their traiming, since
their house at Vunapope was already taken over
by the Japanese. But then came another shock. At
Takahur also, the military police soon came and
ordered them from their Convent and all other
huildings, the church included. 5o the 45 Sisters
collected just a few belongings each and walked
off into the bush. They werc in a desperate
situation, exposed 1o the weather without a roof
over their heads.

Fortunately, the teacher trainees, who had also
been cxpelled from their buildings, heard what
happensd to the Sisters and soon the whole lot of
them appearcd, ammed with axes and bush knives.

£

“Here we are Smiers, don’t worry, we will lake
care of you and build decent houses for vou,
said the young students.

These bowvs did the hard work of (utling the
trees for the posts and rafters, while the Sisters
lent 2 hand providing the long kunai gra:s for
the roof. In a few days, enough howses were
standing to accommodate all the Sisters.

The boys cven dug mir-raid shelters for them
The Japanese did not pive them any rations, bul
their gardens were close by, In fact, dering the
nexl three vears, they were ol without food Lo
a single day.

Old Fr. Zwinge, from Takabur, befome bemg
taken off by the militarv police, pot 5r. Cecilia
in charge of the community. She amanged the
sisters into liflle groups, piving them their daily
work, of gardening, looking after the sick, and
doing the work of the catechists. Nof one day
during the three and o hall vears, did they miss
their morning and evening pravers, their
meditation and the divine office. They also kept
First Fridays in a special way.

For Sumday Mass, they walked the 7
kilometres to Yunapope. At this time a priest
was allowed to remain outside the camp witk
the ‘brothers in the workshops, The Sisters
bepan their journey on Saturduy 2femoon, slep
m onc of the villages on Saturday night, snd
arrived at Vunapope at 6.00 am. on Suredsy
moming. Those Sisters who were ynahble to
walk the distance, pathered as many people as
possible in their place and said together the
Mass prayers and the Rosary. They did this for
bwo years, in spite of terrible bombing and the
Japancse occupation, and the Japarese dishike
of Christian prayers. Two of the sistsns (el
victims o the bombs, bwo ofliers died from
sickness.




After 2 wears, the bombing had compleiely
dgestroyed Vunapope. The missionaries were
remaoved to Ramale, @ wet and unhealthy valley
where the Japanese thought they would soon all
dig. The FMI Sisters promptly decided to transfer
their homes to the same area, hecause a priest had
been left free m the vicinity.

The fanthiul stwdent weachers put up new housss
for them, dug new air raid shelters and planted
new gardens. Their happiness lasted only a fow
weeks. The Priest was then imprisoned with the
uthers, and the Sisters were once more without
Mass and the Sacraments. There was nobody now
Lo protect them against the offensive actions and
the atrocities of the military police.

One day, cne of the police spies rocported that

Sister Theresia had spoken badly sbout the |B

Japanese. She was accused of saying that the
Japanese were "‘Number Ten® and that she liked
the Americans and Australians better. All the
Sisters were rounded up for 2 court case,

Sr. Theresia was charged with having said the
offensive words. She emphatically denied it. { The

Japanese had no wimesses so probably they

mvented the charge for their own reasons),

Se. Ceciliz stayved close to her, even when the
Japancse tried violently to push her away, The
whole might through the Japanese continued their
interrogation, with a bayonet at Sister Theresia’s
throat and body, jabbing it at her in a savage
mansner. When they said that they would take Sr.
Theresia into the police tunnel, Sr. Cecilia
replied, *I am going with her, you can’t separate
me fhom her.”

“We are going 1o kill her tonight,” they said.
‘Then you will have to kilf me first,’ said Sr.
Cecilia. When the other sisters heard that, they
shouted, one after the other,

“Kall me, kill me, leave Sr. Theresia alone!’

Then Sr. Theresia spoke up: *Let them kill me. |
have done no wrong and 1 am not afraid to die.”
In the meantime, the other sisters had not heen
just watching. The guards had devised a special
treatment for all of them, called the hamboo
Tortwre.

The sisters were ordered to form lines and kneel
down. A long piece of bamboo was laid across
their legs behind the knees, Two police boys had
le stand on both ends to weigh it down. The cruel
toment was very painful. The Sisters began to
ery with the pain.

Then Tagai, the interpreter, put in an
appearance, laughing at them and sneering

"And you pretend o be tree followers of Kristo?
Dhd Kristo, when hanging nailed to the cross,
ery as you do? You should be ashamed of
yourselves.®

After that, the Sisters made ne sound, although
the pain was very dreadful The Japanese
admitted to them that there was no charge
against any of them except Sr. Theresia.,

They were being tortured becausce they believed
that i would help make Sr. Theresia confess her
crime. Poor Sr. Theresia!

Besides being tortured herself, she was forced
o watch her Sisters suiffering on her behalf.

The Japanese also thought that m order fe frec
themselves from the bamboo toriure, the others
would make charpes sgainst Sr. Theresia, and
agree that she had made the comment.

Thiz plan fziled miserably.

The inhuman treatment of the Sisters continued
until four in the moming Then the Japanese
gave up. By then they knew that there was
nothing they could do to break the Sisters.
because they had even volunteered to die.

They were seat home and told that court
procedures would be continued later in the
morning. They could hardly walk and the
thought of further torture prevented them
sleepng. They wailed the whole morning for
the summons o go to court again, but it never
came.




\lter maving recoversd from this ordoal, the
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This was 2 danga:n::ux jnh? hecanse the Japanese ;
mtended the missionaries 1o dic and whe would When we read the story of the l““"“’."’ of

know when they would suddenly get annoyed at Christianity in our country, we see that it is similar
them being fed, Also there were 360 10 the history of Christianity in all times and places.

missionaries in the. camp. How wore they to The battle never ends between the evil which is so
[ them alf? casy for us, and faithfulness to the Gospel,

This was how they managed. Three brothers At each era, there are new problems. For PNG now,
warked in the gardens about 6 kilometres away 50me of the problems are the fascination of the
from the camp. Every day they sent two ux carts fowns, the breaking up of familics, ynemployment,
with food as far a_'-'. I_:!'u: lop of Hamale mountain. E]cﬂh‘-!‘ﬁ!ﬂ'l'l-_ aids., d["LIE, addiction and rs.t.r.‘.‘.ahsm,
From there it had to be caried down to the Which shows itsell in lack of respect for people, for
camp. The Sistérs were the ones who offered 1o ther things, and for their lives; even within our

des this exhansting and difficult job. own school environment.

Soon however, they realized that two Ioads

were not enough for the 360 missionaries :‘ L2900 90002 *:
imprisoned there. Sister Cecilia and  her pe &

community then roge every morning al 400 am,

to go to the gardens and collect an extra load of *:
faod. To feed all these people in the camp for 3 ¢
years, was an cxtraordinary  achievement i
Without the FMI Sisters, many more. of the ¥ 250
missionarics would have died. Sometimes the 4 s
Sisters smupgled in medicine inside the food. @ 3
. One small miracle from the camp was that the ¥
smail amount of Mour that the missionaries took 4
with them to make hosts, never went mouldy in 4 :
the -damp and wet environment, and the jar 5
never finished but lasted the 1.'|.h:-::|-|¢ three vears. &

Women. strong and faithful women, have 4

always followed Christ, right from the very §
carly days of Christ's life, and from the early & &

diry= of the Church.
Here m PNG they continue lo fﬂiiuwhimsrrji 2000000000000

| Amnhough we have looked at only a few of the
major storics in different countries ncluding our
own, we know that the story of Christianity in a
country, matches the story of Christianity n a
parish and and it even matches the story of Jesus in
our own s,

Sometimes we see growth, sometimes persecution,
and somelimes setbacks. Sometimes we are heroic,
and semctimes we are mean and selfish.

Write down @ rime when you think you have been
heroic.
Write down a tire when vou were mean or selfish.
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i, 1 spite of stovius and even of cyclones, in
szile of deoughts and floods, in spite of problems §
insicx (ke Church and owtside it, the small 2
sustard seed, buried in the soil by our ancestors =
i fuath, will become a big wree, and birds of every
kel will shelier ia its branches. .
Wz have read some pages from the beginning of
e story. But gar story and *his story” is ongoing.
b iz ot flaished.

Trare are more empry pages 1o hll

Wiz will these pages say?

Ceriainiy, whai some of the pages will say, is up _3
B pee and B swons.
1oching back over the joumey we have travelled 7
a5 the people of God, i3 cather like climbing a
mountais, gaining anew and wider views,
discovering uiexpectéd connections between our
stariing point and the whole scene that we sce
oetore s,

Ace wve lock hack over our own lives and over the |
itz of the Chwrch, we sec mistakes we have
made. We sze shot cuts we could have taken, and
obstacles we could have avoided. q
We s pamn and suffering that was unnecessary.
Hewe al-a have a beller view of the whole. And
st e that we have come a long way, we
camr moved closer to our destination.

“.owe mavet on our journey, let us always -
sausiaber those who have gone belore us.

cer us hesour all those who lived and died in

towed. Lel us honour those who lived and died |
here in our own counliy, so that we, the sons and
dusghters of PN and the Solomons might know
and love Jesus Chrise the Son of God and Saviour 2
of the world.

Above all, 12t us continue our joumey in hope,
since we know “The Word became flesh and
rade his dwelling among us.”

g is wih us still, geving us the strength to love, }
L sulfer, Lo work, that his Kingdom of peace and
jasmice and forgiveness will one day be 2
complete reality m our world

Diovida pour class info Froups lo prepare aned L e
o ouf the staries of Louls Vangeke, Peter :
Todot, Yoi, and the FMI Sislers.

CirEw a posicr showing the main events in
fiax Lives of these peaple
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1. On the front cover, there are prciures which represent the 3 tonics in this hook, See i o
can maich the pictures and the topics.

2. Below there is a “storvboand® of the history of the Church. Study the storyboard care Tudly.
Try 1o work out the meaning of cach separale picture, then try 10 ¢xplain the whole story 1o
vour friend.

3. Make up your ¢wn storyboerd using the story you liked best from each topic of this book.
Wrile out the meaning of your storyboard.
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- maker of heaven and earth,
- ﬂfzﬂ.ﬂ that is, seen and unseen
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