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Prayer before Class

O Holy Spirit of light and truth,
help me now as I begin this class
to understand what I am taught
to remzmber what I learn,
and to work hard to learn well.
Amen.
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To the student:

Your exercise book is a companion to this book. By writing down your thoughts,
sharing them with your teacher and with others, you will learn far more about
yourself and God's action in your life, than by using this book by itself.

And after all, isn't this what life is for?

The great questions ... Why was I born ? What is the purpose of my life?
What is the meaning of suffering? Is there a God who cares about me? _.
are the ones that young people want to think about.

. May you discover more and more, the love of Father, Son and Spirit, their
dwelling place within you, and their plan for your life and for the world, as you
Journey through your religion programme this year.



Topic One

To wnderstand the Old Testament (usually
called the Hebrew Scripturcs) or the New
Testament (usually called the Chostian
Scriptures) we need to leam aboul many
things. One ol the first things to learn about is
the culture, the country, and the ‘world® of the
wriler. We also need to leamn aboul how any

book in the Bible should be read. Then of

course, because the Bible is made up of many
books, we need to look at each book itself.

In the hrst topic of this unit then, we are
going 10 look at Jesus' country, his culture
and something of the history of Israel. In the
second topic, we will Iook at how to read the
Scripmres, and then in (he next topics we will
sludy three books from the New Testamenl;

St Mark’s CGiospel,
the Letter to the Ephesians
andl the Bouk of Bevelation.

The Geography of Jesus® Country

Israel is a very small bul a very beautiful
country. Like our own couniry, il could be
called the *Land of the Unexpected”.

Share with a friemd one part of Papua New
Guinea or Solomons you would [ike fo visit, amd
expioin why yor would [ike (o go there.

Now think about fsrael. Which places would vou
fike to vist? Choose one place ond shave with
vowr friend the reason you would like 1o go there,
aarned whaet vour would do there §f you wenr,

Write vour thowughis in vour book,

The Land of Israel

In our couniry, the beating of kundus and
the styles of our traditional dancing arc

reminders of the life of our ancestors and of

“laim bipo’. The Jewish people also had
many reminders of their “taim bipe’. When
we read the New Teslament we can sce
some of these. S50 our countries are similar
IN TANY Ways.

You alrcady know some things about Israel.
Y ou maght be surprised to realize how much
vou know. Try this Quiz,

)

i QUIZ:

&

L Mame a mountain, a Aver, a town, and o sea
| from your 0wn country.

(-

| Now, without looking at a Bible, name 2
-‘Il mouniain, a river, & town, axl 3 ses thal are
#  mentioned in the pospels. Share with your
i:. friend.

-*:'- What are the wwin angusges spoken in PRGT
l.'- Whal were the maim languages spoken in
it Jesus” country?

| (Hinc Read In 19:19.20)

i_ When we think about Jesus' parables amd of
L ather stofies m the sospels, we can also learn
i ahoat Jesus” land.

¥ For example, Jesus and his disciples gol inlo
E: troublc with the Pharisces for picking cora on
L the Sabbath {1k #:1,2). S0 we know com grew
h there.

| We know Jesus was tempied in the deserd, so
= L

| part of his land was deseri.

5 : ‘7 :

|| Find three other places in the gospels that give
|'-" us a clue about Jesus™ country.

|'=-' 3 Write them down.

3 : : e

[ Draw a star in your book il you fewnd tres
ﬁ' mone descriptions.
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Papuz New (uineas name origimates with
the Eurcpcan explorers who came here. An
early Spanish explorer named one part of
our country ‘Papua’ because of the curly
hair of the people. Another called the large
island *New Guinea’ becausc our people
reminded him of the people of ﬁ'laml:a m
Africa.

Solomons has a really interesting su_u-_n,f
about 1ts name. When the explorer Mendana
came 1o lhese 1slands, the crew sailed up 2
river near Honiara. Here they found gold,
and they believed that this was the place
where King Solomen got his gold to build
the great temple in Jerusalem. 3o the islands
were called Selomon’s Izlands.

Other nations are named by their location or
are named after famous people,
Australia simply means south land

The United States of America is named after
Amenco Vespuccl, a map maker who
charted the coast of their country.

Jesus lived in what is known today as the
State of Isracl. It was known 1o the Jews of
his time as (he Promised Land, the Land of
Israel, the Land of Judah or just The Land.
{Just like we say “America’, or “USA™ or
*United States™).

The Romans referred to Jesus’ land as
Palestine: they kept the same name that the
Greeks had used. The Grecks got this name

because they called Palestine alter the
Philistines. The Jews disliked this name.

Why do you think they disliked it?

Copy the map on the next page into your
exercise book.

The Size of Israel

Measure the length and width of Jesus’
couniry, using (he scalc on the map. See if
yvou can find some distances vou know that
match the length or width of Israsl.

For example, il you live at Bereina, you
might say ‘the width of Israel is about the
distance from Port Moreshy to Bereing”,
How does Isracl compare in size with PNG?
{Is 1t bigger or smaller? How many times
bigger or smaller?)

B
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:':4 Mow ity this Activity: ::i
E A. Copy the map on Lhe next page I
&
[L B. Using the scripture references o guide ‘;j
| you, put the comect number next o the places 5.'
| onthe map you have copied e.gz. 1: Nazareth
-3
| KEY TOSCRIFTURE REFERENCES
u'- 1. LE2:39-40 Jesus lived here with E
|+ Joseph and Marv. _.l,l
l 2. m1I:144 The village where Jesus |
I raised Lazamus. 1
r' 3. MuEl  Town where Jesus was bom T
I 4. InZ:1-11 A vwillage where JTesus =
] performed a miracle a1 a wedding. s
Ll s 1k227 The capital city whers the )|
!L temple was lncated. I
[ 6 LK7:11-17 Name of the village where j[|
I Jesus raised the widow's son. I
:"' T LE24:13-35 NWame of the town where -':'
!{. two followers recognized Lhe risen 4
i Losd: |
L 8 Lk 1%:1-10 Where Jesus ate with |
i Zachaeus the tax collector. |
I 9. Mt l4:13-20  The town where ‘|
; Peter declared that Jesus was "l
- the Messiah. "l
L oI0. Mk19  Where Josus was haptized by
l‘ Iohn the Baptist. ]
L :
RS ST TR T R S T |
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Writc a praver thanking (fod for the gifl of our country, mentioning some of the beautiful

things in our country.

Also write a prayer thanking God for giving Jesus a country to live in, and mentioning some

of the things in Jesus™ country.

PFELESTIME IN THE TIME OF JESUS

ST
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Jesus’ Culture and Lifestyle

Jesus’ culture and lifestyle was different to
ours 1n some ways and guite similar in
others. The following passapes from
Matthew's gospel @ive many clues about the
climate, [pod, jobs, transporl, laws and
customs of the people of Palestine 2000
VEars ago.

Read each passage. Write down in vour
excrcisc book, the reference and something
aboul the lilestyle that you have leamt.

Next 1o each ol your answers wrle (Samc)
or {Different). depending on whether you
think the job or custom or climate is the
same as owrs or different.

The first one has been done for you

Mt. 4: 18-22 . Some people in Jesus’
country were fishermen : .....Same

ML e el

MEZiS G R
ME 22:0-11..civiinicinne

In Jesus’ time, and stll (oday, Galilee 1s &
beautiful place, especially in the Spring
when there are plenty of flowers. and crops
of grain. The very siricl Jews who lived in
Jerusalem, however, tended to dislike the
Jews of Galilee because they were too
independent in their thinking and mixed too
casily with people from the outside world.
(Some of the main roads to the east and the
north, went through Gahlee), Bul 11 was in
(ialilee that Jesus began 1o leach, and 11 was
from (Galilee that he chose his companions.

What lesson might there be here for us?

f-“-'—-'ll. T T T, T T T —— L
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Wiork in groups to make some posters for your -':*
classrom. &
[nwvicle your posier inko Twa, ,—.

If your heading is “FOO0D™, on one side draw :_
some foods eaten in Jesus™ country and on the |
other side draw some foods caten here inyour
CYRTE COLRERY. 5
¥ou can chooss any topic [or your poster. bul :'.
SOMme swirrestions are: .
eXports :

currency <

clothing ]

flowers al

flags L

animals I

I- housing I
- =
L AMAAMAAMAAAAN
A - — < =
| 4 Foon l 4 ]
'I ‘r In my country Food Josus atc ‘* L
iL ‘L we eat -" .-
®. ¢ |
rh"uu—'- e e L L e e :.:

On the page opposite there are two maps.

What is the litle of the top map?

Look up the meaning of the word ‘crescent’
in the dictionary.

Find the place on the map that matches your
dictionary definition.

This shaded area begins
Mesopotamia and stretches down the coast
of the land of Canaan, ending where the
nver Nile forms a fertile delta in Egypt. This
whole area is called the Fertile Crescent
because the land was more fertile than any
of the land around it. Beyond the crescent
there was deserl and wildemess. In between
the two great lands of Fgypt and
Mesopotamia lies Canaan.

Canaan may look flat and small but 1s 15 nol
like this at all. See the second map.

over  in

The second map tells us that Jesus and his
friends must have been very good walkers
because they travelled arnmd all the towns
and villages of their country.
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Israel’s Political History

Israel’s political history includes times when
it was independent, and times when it was
under the mle of other nations.

Cur country celebrates its independence

amniversary each year with special stamps, © -

community and village celcbrations, and

evenls such as sports, boat races and string 'f': ;

hand competitions.

What did you do last year fo celebrate
[ndependence Day? What are the best

fndependence
remember?

The Promised Land of the Jews of the 1st

celebrations you can

Century was much like pre-independent -

Melanesia,

The Jewish people were governcd by the
Romans. They longed for independence but
al the time of Jesus, the Romans were the
strongest world power, and Israel was one of
Kome’s termitonies.

Because the land of Canaan {part of which is
today called Istacl) was situated between
many great kingdoms, for hundreds of years
armies marched through it, and at many
times (he country was ruled by different
conquering nations - the Greeks, the
Persians, the Babylonians, and about 60
years belore Jesus was bom, the Romans, in
43 BCUE. It was under the Roman General
Pompey, that Istael became a part of the
Roman Empire.

.'__n.'-

" The Roman Empire at |
| the time of Jesus

:

P

The Romans allowed the traditional rulers to
continue to rule their countries, as long as
they allowed Roman Laws to have priority.
{This is a bit like customary law that we have
in villages and village courts, The National
Court has priority, and although it has the
power to change village court decisions, this
power is rarely used).

The Romans looked after Defence and
Foreign Affairs and the people of the
occupied countries had to pay taxes (o Rome.

When Jesus was bom, King Herod was ruler
of all Israel. When Herod died, (soon after
Jesus was bom), the kingdom was divided
among thres of his sons. Archelaus inherited
Judea and Samaria bul he was such a cruel
ruler that the Romans deposed him in AD 6
and appointed Roman povernors or
‘procurators’. Ome ol these was Pontius
Pilate, Pilate had complete authority over the
administration of the province. For example,
he could impose the death senfence, or he
could free a person convicted to death.

The Romans allowed the Jews to continue (o
practice their Jewish [aith. The Jews prayed
for the Emperor, but they did nol participate
in Emperor worship. The Jews were also
exempt from military scrvice, because they
could not “work’ (fight) on the Sabbath.



Topic Two

One of the first things to understand in
reading the Bible, is that the wnter and his
audience of that time, had their own culture.
We understand about culture. When tourists
come to Melanesia they are amared by the
variety of cultures among our people.

But we also know thal few of the tourists
undersiand how our culure and tradition
influence the lives of people. They will not
understand about payvback and sorcery,
about our cusioms e.g. our relationships
wilh our in-laws and own family and our
clans. or our belief in SpITts.

To really understand us, people have to
understand our culture. In the same way, if
we wanl 1o enderstand the meaming of a
Rible passage, we nced to leam about the
culmural background of the story, and Jewish
ways of life.

i A —— iy —— g Wy Wp T He Tk ]
[

— k]

Look at the following story and write down
i two of the cuftural differences between Jewish
4 spciety of the Ist Century and our own society.

Y Y T ) | P, | LS

%  Story: Mark 5:1-20

w : e
o T T S O R S S

Cultural Differences (a) Pigs

In Jewish society pigs were worthless and
those who looked afier pigs were not
respected members of the community.

It was cven against Jewish religious law (o
cat pig meal.

Is there any particular food that it is agains!
your iraditional law to eat?

The Jewish people believed that evil spirits
lived at the botlom of the sea, so the evil
spirits using the pigs to get a ride back home

Reading the Bible

11

to their place made a lot of sense to the
people. Because our culture is different, this
story does not make much sehse 1o us.

What is our custom with pigs?

If we understend the beliefs of the Jewish
people we will understand and enjoy the
story a lot more. The pigs were unclean, the
spirits were unclean, the spirits used the pigs
to go rushing back to their home at the
bottom of the sea.

(b) Greeting People

Different cultures have different ways to
greet people. In New Zealand the Maorms
rub noses together. In some European
countrics the men kiss each other on the
cheek as a sign of welcome. This is also true
in some Arab coumiries. In Melanesia we
shake hands or hug cach other. Kissing is
not customary public behaviour for us.
What about Jesus' time and his culture?
Like the Arabs, a kiss on the cheek was for
someone who had equal standing in the
community. A kiss on the hand was a sign

that the other person was of a higher rank;
and a kiss on the fect was reserved for

royalty.
Read Luke, Chapter 7, verses 36-39,

Fhat was the woman in the gospel really
saying then when she kissed Jesus’ feer?

Some people preach that parts of our culture
are wrong because they are not mentioned In
the Bible.

But even Jewish sociely itself, 1s wery
different today from that of the 1st century.

Customs are always changing,
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Language and its mﬁnmg

Apart from dlfﬁf-]‘tl‘lhtﬂt
Rible, different peoples 4]
dillerent ways., Some |
speak ‘straight’. Others 1

round to get across what they wane 1o ﬁag.r
Also language chan Hnw we use words
like “high five?, d.re&d!miﬁs and so un...thal
were not used 100 }faars.ﬁgu and m:g:%be

culture m:me
use I:mguaga in
ups of people
to go mundiand

out of fashion in H'H}j.r{:am urne. To really
understand the Bible, wemeed to look l,‘n

just the words the writers use, but to iy and
think about what (he ‘ﬁﬁi:rs rHeant -’-:ihﬂ'_}‘

when they used the partn:ular words 'Ihn:l‘r
dad, i

Do many people n:a? tlf Hible?
1

Each year there are 3 rruﬂ:n:rn Bi Im
sold throughout ﬂwwarili': Lﬁ'

The Bible Society :q:lls Ezlirtd donates Iﬂén}'
Bibles in our muntnﬁe people are gtill
working on new “tok plest Bibles whu.l':l,arq
being translated and h
‘-.’Ear} people read arq?c-
And apart from the Bib]
been written about e
person in history. [
quote from the Bible
Jesus. It is very impodfEnt then, T.hu!{we:
understand the books the Bible, Il;mr

writing styles and witat the writers lnlc[idcd

lo zay by lheir words 3
Today thene are mr{lima!fg groups of lehit:
1

-m

*r:F

'LI"IEIT 0w HIHE
«more books have
< than any u!_hc:r

' of” these pﬁpplq
they write a‘tbnut

readers.
These two groups ans caIkd L ﬂﬂahﬂmﬁnd
Contextualists. 0
r’ K
Literalists; :_}, |

The Literalist beli 5 hat becanse | the
Bible is God's word, e.m::h scntenee of
the Bible is completely trge. This Emupp::an
be found in all E‘hu:cheé but they L:ag! bg
found cspecially an ‘°t|::: Evangelical
Churches. There have bl:ﬂ'! times in 111:: life
of the Christian Church (that 15, pasl l:unu:s"j
when most other Chr::.l;ans also hn:himd

that this was the way to read the Bible. |

v N .l

!

!.
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Contextualists

The Contextualist also believes that the
Bihle is Crod™s word.

But contextualists think about both the text
and the context of the passage.

What do we mean when we use the words
Text and Context?

?uppmi—:l: we pick up the newspaper and we
read the heading

‘ ‘Enga Mioks :r'.'-g,]':'t Mt. Hagen Eq-;_;.!ﬁ’

Il we take this sentence literally. then we
say that some mioks had a lght with some
eagles. We take the words, as the meaning
of the sentence.

if we talk about the comexr, then we do not
Iook just at the words, We read the whole
article. We will probably find owt that the
story is aboul sports teams, not about hirds,
and about a game called Rughy,

Write a sentence explaining the phrase
Lngra mioks fight M Hagen eagies”.

Did everyone in the class have the same
explanation?

T L T T R i s, S R TR, i

Another examnple: If you say a Iot of things
when you are very angry that you don't mean,
a person who honestly wants to understand
you, has o take into account mot only your
words (text) but also that you were angry when
you zaid them (context).

Somelimes when words are laken ‘out of
context’, it can resull in friends fighting or
some kind of trodble or problem or other mis
wnderstanding. Sometimes it ¢an be just funny
when words ane taken oul of context.

Write dows wnd then share with o friend, o
time when vour words were {oken our of
comiex]” grad led to samte mizsunderrtanding
Explain what happened

Sometimes when this happens we talk about 2
‘communication breakdown™. The words we
used were nof enough to get our meaning
aacross, [t 15 very good to realize that wosds are
anly PMY"s for owur thoughts, ideas and
emHions. Words are often inadequite, actions
are much better. That is why Jesus came and
lived among us, and died for us.

Py i g e [ [T (I TS (R O gy o, i e ey T
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MODERN BIBLE SCHOLARSHIP

Modern Bible Scholars of all Churches
belong to the group thal acoepts confext as
wiell as the text itzelf.

When the leaders of the Catholic Church met
for the Sev ond Vatican Couneil (1962 -1963),
they wrote a number of documents.

Une document, Divine Revelation, was
wIitten as a guide to help us understand and
apprectate the Bible.

A sentenee in this document says:

Secing that God speaks through men in
fuman fashion, it follows thar the reader af
racred Scripture, if he or she wanis o find
out what God has wished to commmunicale ko
us, vhould carefully search out the nu.:.r.mq;—
which the sacred writers had in mind,

Divine Revelation [2

This same document lists a number of areps
that can help us find out the meaning or
inicntions of the writers.

Some of the areas are:

* What tvpe of book is it? i

3 When was the book written?

£ Who wrole the book?

* Why was the book written?

* What was the cultural setting of the |
book?

* Whal do individual words mean?

. How does an individual passage
rclate to the whole book?

* What did the passage mean to the
onginal readers? '

* Whal docs the passage mean today?!

These questions are important to think abodt
sometimes conflicts occur between literalists
and other people over bible passages.

One place where there is often conflict about
the meaning of a passage is the story of
creation, found in the book of Genesis.

-_—H-L_

- Read Crenesis, Chapters T 2, 3 and 4, o

T

-
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thrfwm!-r peaple erstanding of the
Gam:ﬂs account £ reation is literal,
1 the Book of (nesis says that the
was made o seven days, Literalists
beligwe that it : this is what the
word$ actually say i 5,
A ptoblem then ﬂ%mﬁ up when scientific
stwin:s seem to suggest thal maybe the earth

was formed over ! mun:h longer periad.

Andlhltr problem farises when the Bible
q&em*—: oy contradict itself.

Pnr example, Gen' 1:16 gays that on the
fourth day, God made the sun and the moon.
But'since we measure day and night by the
sumy how can there have been 3 “days’
beltre this? i

. Chapter 1 ami Chapiter 2 up to verse 4,
SE}'&I that human hemgs were made last, all
the trees and ]:Il.EIItE- were made before
I_:m.r_tian heings m:nﬂi‘:rnurj:,
Buifhaplf:r 2. v 4 7 bas God creating man
and jthen aﬂen&tﬁ iy verses 8 and 9, God
m:eihng the gardn:la:l:u:l trees.

f’mpie whr are r.u:lt rehgious at all. or who
do‘mot believe nH[_-q-gi will use examples
like! this and qay?ﬁaﬂmlhmg in the Bible:
can be true. &)
Forjus who are thtMuathg although ihe
w&riis ﬂmmsclvcsfard important, we also
waﬂj to know ihat did the writer mean
whan he pul these pﬂrllcu]ar words on the
pagi:a-’ What was E@!‘U}Eng ter say gbout God
and us? I
In Eﬁs case, the an 15 that there are two
-u:m SIOTIES I:'n %ﬂtﬁiﬁ. These 1wo
n stories shy s in symbolic and
story form, the Biblical view of what it
means o0 be a Hbiman person and the
mmi‘nlm:i'u'eg of [ipnan relationships with
nature, with others and with God,

T'wo stones are hE&tler‘U'l.;m one slory when
trying to explain something about the
mystery of God a:;:d the mystery of human
h-:.,mgb i

We may ask. but why f.r.]l a story at all?
i
|
|
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The answer is that in order for religion (0 be
meamngful, it needs 1o express itself in
ways that are relevant o people. This is
exactly what the authors of the two creation
stories did for the people of their day. It is
what Jesus did for the people of his day. It is
what good teachers do for us when they
want to make a lesson meaningful.

We do not live in the time of the Babylonian
Exile when the first account was wrnillen, or
in the time of the glory of Solomon when
Bible scholars believe the second accoumt
was probably wnitien.

Are these stories meaningful for ws?

L8
o
L

Indeed they are. God's word is ever new.
Today there is a growing awareness about
human beings, their equality, their need to
exist in relationship with one another and
with the ecarth, and their responsibility
towards cach other.

It is exciting to discover that although we
live in a different political and social
environment to the ancient Hebrew people,
the two creation stories contain, beneath
what seems to be simple stories, the answers
to some of our decpest human problems.

The first story (Gen 1:1-2:4), @mves a very
positive vision of God, of human beings and
of the world. This i5 important for us as
many young people are confused about their
purpose and being, and youth suicide is
extremely high. This account shows us that
things come mio being in order.

Giod is in serene control. The human person
is a being of great dignity. Human beings
are the culmination of creation and the ones
chosen to act in place of God, to bear
responsibility for all creation.

Man and woman are created equal.

The second story has been put purposely
next to the first one, so thal logether they
show important truths about God, about
human beings, and the world as the work of
(God’s hands. The second story reveals (hat
human beings are moral people, with
complex cenires of emotion and feeling.
The first story shows God’s majestic design,
bul 1l always has to be balanced by the
disorder of human beings and their perilous
and royal individuality. This story shows us
why there is suffering in the world, why
men have to work hard, why women suffer
in childbirth and 50 on. Since (God made the
world good, then it must be ourselves who
have spoilt it, helped along by Satan.

These stonies also showed the chosen people
the kind of world in which Israel was to be
given her mission and why this mission was
necessary in the first place.

We still need the same understanding of
knowing the kind or world in which we have
been given our mission and why our mission
100 15 necessary.

— R E——ATTAT A L e

Activities:

1. Give a speech on assembly, encouraging

evervone to look after our world.

2. Make your dorm or classroom look

beautiful,

3. Collect pictures of things that look ugly in

our world, and sugpest an improvement,

4. Explain what the word ‘pollution’ means

and explain how @t spoils God"s plan,

{Gen 1:31).

5. How do vou feel when something precious
;1o you has been damaged or destroyed? How

do vou think God feels when his creation 13

destraved or spoiled?

6. Make some posters as reminders of respect:

respect for other people and respect for our
wisrld.
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Activity: Match the literary form of the part of seripture that has been quoted below
with the list of literary forms at the bottom of this page.

1. From Paul, who by God's will is an apostle of Christ Jesus - To God’s people in Ephesus,
who are faithiul in their ifc in union with Christ Jesus: May God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.

2. *A good man will receive blessings. A wicked man’s words hide a violent nature.”
‘Hate: stirs up trouble, but love overlooks all offences.’

3. "Omce there was a man who went oul 1o 50w com. As he scattered the seed in the field,
some of il [ell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some of it fell on rocky
ground, where there was little soil.

4. “Twill be true and faithful; I will show you constant love and mercy, and make you mine
lor ever. I will keep my promise and make you mine, and you will acknowledge me as Lord.
[ will say, “You are my people™ and they will answer, “You arc our God™.”

3. “With all my heart I call you you; answer me Lord, and [ will obey your commands! [ call
you you; save me, and [ will keep your laws. Before sunrisc I call to you for help; I place my
hope in your promise.

6. Now the snake was the most cunning animal that the Lord God had made. The snake asked
the woman, ‘Did God really tell you not to eat fruit from any tree in the garden? “We may
eat the fruit of any tree in the garden,” the woman answered, “except the tree in the middle of
iT_!l!l

T. The ttals of the offenings brought by the twelve leaders for the dedication of the aliar wers
as follows: twelve silver bowls and twelve silver basins, twelve gold dishes filled with
incense, twelve bulls, twelve rams and twelve one year old lambs, together with the rains
offerings that go with them, twelve goats for the sin offening, twenty four bulls, sixty tams,
sixty goats, sixty one year old lambs for the fellowship-offerings.

8. *Gio 1o the Lord, and you will Iive, If you do not go, he will sweep down like fire on the
people of Israel. The fire will burn up the people of bethel, and no one will be able 1o put it
out. You are doomed, you that twist justice and cheat people out of their rights!”

A. List B. Sermon C. Letter D. Parable E. Legend F. Contract
G. Proverb  H. Political Speech L. Prayer J. Prophecy K. Poetry
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Topic Three

The Gospel of Mark

Mark's Gospel 1s a very interesting Gospel to read and
study. First of all the word "Gospel” means “Good
News’. Mark creared this kind of writing, his was the
first Gospel written. He begins by saying “This is the
Czood News about Jesus Chmnst, the Son of God.”

Part of the Good News that Marks shows 15 Jesus
fighting againsl the evil spirits and conguering them.
. This is of greal importance to us.

In this topic we are going to be particularly interested
in what Mark is trying to tell us about Jesus. We will
look for Mark’s intention in writing, as well as thinking
about the words and stories he uses. We do thas,
because we believe that this knowledge will help us

come o know and love Jesus more and help us 1o open
our hearts to his message.

How does Mark deseribe Jesus?

We do not have to read Mark’s gospel very long.
before we sce that Jesus 1s pictured as a2 man of action
and authority.

Title

ACTION -Jesus is shown doing
somecthing: c.g. healing
AUTHORITY -Jesus is speaking

and teaching, and the people are
listening to him.

Copy the table below inie your
book and complele i,

The very beginning of Mark also
talks about John the Baptist.

At the tme when the Gospel
slories took place, John the
Baptist was much more [amous
and better known than even Jesus.
All four gospels have in some
way, John the Baptist introducing
Jesus, and so pointing oul that
Jesus was important.

Jesus heals many people
Jesus preaches in Galiles




A Journey of Faith

Mark carefully arranges his gospel to show
the faith journey of the Apostles and the

disciples. He did this to help his readers.

Looking at the Aposiles’ Gith joumney, also

helps us, on our [aith journey. In presenting

Jesus as 8 man of action and authority, Mark
remembers the many incidents that led to
the conversion of Peter and the other people
mentioned in his Gospel.

Peter had to learn who Jesus was. Peter did
not know that Jesus was the Messiah when
they Orst met (Mk 1:14-19). We too, have
Lo Erow if Que kn-uwledga of Jesus.

Owr reading of the gospel story 1s meant to
help us come lo the same kind of faith.
Many of our ancesiors accepied the Good
Mews when missionaries came to our
country over 150 years apo. They had to
answer the same question that Jesus put lo
Peter: Who do you say I am?

Each of us is also on our own faith journey.
We, who want to follow Jesus must accepl
Jesus nlo our lives just as each Christian
has had to do in the past To help us think
about this, we arc going to do an aclivily. In
this aciivily, you must think and act as one
of the people in the gospel.

When you have completed the activity, stop
and think. What about yoursell? I someone
were acling as you, what would vou tell
them to say? Write pouwr thoughts in your
hoak
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efore we go on to study the plan of

Mark’s gospel, vou have surely noticed
when looking up references, that the numbers
of the verses are oflen not in very sensible
places. When the gospels were written there
were ho verse numbers or even chaplers.
Mark was jusl one comlinuous story.
Chapter numbers and verse numbers were
added later, and now they arc s0 well known
that it would be almost impossible to change
them. Lots ol people know bible verses ofl by
heart and can quote them. Can you quote any
Rible verse and ils reference?



The Plar of Mark's Gospel

I you arc going to do a written expression
cxam your teacher will tell vou that youn
must QRGANIZE /PLAN vour work.

Mark too, has planmed his work. He has
carefully arranged his gospel into four parts
to help the reader identify Jesus and to help
him or her understand the experience of
those who knew Jesus, In rcading Mark’s
story, we ask the same questions that Mark's
readers did: Who is Jesus? and what does it
mcan to have [aith in Jesus?

In the first hall of the gospel (up to Chapter
&) there are two scctions. 1et us call them A
and B.

Part A

The miroduction (Part A) asks the
Whu 15 Jesus? (Mk 1:1-13)

Part B

The second half of this first part tHes 1o
answer this question, (Mk 1:14 - §:30).
Mark tries to get us o answer the question

question

by telling some of the parables and miracles -

and stories of Jesus. Mark hopes that when
we Tead of the great power of Jesus we will
realize who he is.

Chapter 8 is a turning point iz the
Lospel.

in Chapter 8 Jesus asks the disciples “who
do people say that [ am?

Then he asks the disciples, *who do YOU
say thal [ am?”

Peter answers: “You are the Christ,”

After this the Gospel chang.s as Jesus
makes his way to Jerusalem.

The second part of Mark's gospel also has
iwo parts. We will call them C and D,
Part C

Chapters 8-10 Jesus predicts his suffering.
Chapter 9 has the Transfiguration

{hapter 10 is the journey to Jerusaiem.
Chapters 11 and 12 have 6 storics.

Chapter 13 - Jesus foretells his death.

Bart D}

The Last part of the secomd half is about Jesus®
Death arul Resurection.

Chapter 14 - the Last Supper :

Chapter 15 is the Passion and Death of Jesus,
where the Centurion ackrnowledges Jesus as
the Son of God.

Chapler 16 is the Resumrection.

The main theme of Mark’s gospel then is to
bring people to know Jesus. We, like the
original readers of the Gospel, and like all
other readers loduv, must answer the same
question that Jesus put to Peter: Who do you
say that | am? Bul Mark also consoles us
when he reveals that we need not be surprised
il our faith is only small. So often he shows
thal the apostles found 1t hard to believe.
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Read Mark 1:1-13 and ﬂwn answer the "l
ﬁ::ilu::uwmg questions. s _ ‘l

1 meﬁremﬁmpcmmfthppmﬂge'?

2. Mark identifies Josus, What words does
ke mse to describe Fesns?

3. John prepares the way for Jesus. What
does John say Mhﬂmm
Tand §7

4. Wh}rdﬂ}ﬂu!i:mklﬂlmsmdﬂns?

5. mﬁaphmnuﬂems:ﬁunpmmmﬁe
story. Wiy do you think verse 11 is:

Resd Mark 1:14-20. mﬂlﬁmm

mﬂ'n:.;rassage?
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MIRACLES AND THEIR PURPOSE

As Mark leads the reader up to Peter's
declaration of faith in Chapter 8, he has a
number of stories that show people at
diffcrent stapes of belief in Jesus.

These stoties aim at revealing Jesus' identity
to the reader as well as showing that the
characters in the Mew Testament had to
struggle with their faith.

The miracle stories have a special purpose -
to reveal Jesus as the Messiah, and so to
help us with owr fasth.

hr_-m:_—ﬁ.—g_—_;-_ o £ e — o o 5 -‘H
!= Think of a time when vou (oo, had (o struggle j
L with your Gath, i
L Share with a friend, or write in your book. J
I |
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The miracles in Mark- can be classificd into
the following groups:

R — i —— S —
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1. Healing mirscles: Jesus heals people
from some form of physical illncss or
disability,

20 Nmmmmmm
has power over natore.

3. Exorcism: Jmexpehmﬁﬂmﬂ
from & persan, place or from an object.
4, Rising from the dead: Jesus raises
people to life.
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Types OF Miracles

Look at these references which are all from
the gospel of Mark:

123 2 5:1
6:31 7:31
1:30 3:1 2
- 645 8:14
1:40 4:35 525
7:24 10.46

See if you can sort them into the following
four groups:

Healing Miracles: Nature Miracles:
Exorcisms: Risings from the Dead

Eheck your answers with your friend.

The Porpose OFf The Miracles

To understand the meaming of the miracle
stories il 15 mmportant to see how Mark and
the first Christians understood the miracles.
If we do not have a clear understanding of
the biblical view of miracles we might take
Jesus as a magician - someone who worked
tricks and whose magic was greater than
those around him.

Jesus' miracles reveal God's power in
different ways:

1. Jesus' miracles show that God's
power is in haman history.

Christians believe that God is the creator of
the umiverse and that God has power over
the world.

When Jesns calms the sea (4:35) or when he
walks dn water (6:45), he is showing that he
has power over nature and is closely
identified with God who made these things.

"Iheﬁe miracles t}mw bath the witnesses and
me. the Gospel reader, who Jesus is and
where he comes [rom.
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= Jesus has power over evil.

When Jesus heals the man with an evil spirit
(1:23) or when he rmises Jairus® daughier
{5:22). he is showing that he has power over
evil and the result of evil, death. Life comes
from God 30 death in seripture equals evil.

3

In time physical illness was
associnied with sin. This is ofien true in our
time toa.

A lame person, a blind person , a leper were
seen 85 being punished for their sins or for
the sins of their ancestors.

Lepers especially had to live outside the
commumity. When Jesus healed a paralyzed
man, 3 deaf mute or a leper, he was re-
connecting them with their community.

Jesus has power to forgive sin:

Jesus!
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4, Miracles reveal Jesus' mmhty

If God has power over nature, evil, death
and if he forgives sin, then Jesus, who docs
the same as God, must be God's son.

In Jesus" time, a child learni the Irade of his
Jather and grandfather, and he would pass
these skills on fo his sons and grandsons.
The son did the same as the father.
Jesus' words and actions are seen as the
words and actions af God, his father.

It was easy for the early Christians to see
this link. Buwt today when children do not
always follow their parents, this link may be
more difficult to understand

__The miracles arc used to0 announce that
Jesus i the Promiscd Messiah. They are
also invitations for people to befieve that
Jesus 15 the Messiah and believing, o be-
come members of the Christian community.

A Miracle Story

The miracle stories follow s patlem that
shows Jesus' reaction to those who ask for a
miracle, especially his demand for FAITH.
Each miracle story contains the following
clements. -

»  An introduction

« ' A display of faith.

Jesus' response 1o the person in need
Result

Ecaction to the miracle

-



Read the story of Jesus healing the paralyiic
(2:1-12)

Introduction Mark sels the scene:
Jesus returns to Capernaom and the news of
his presence spreads throughout the area
Many people come to hear Jesns preaching.
A group of men amve with a coppled man
wanling Jesus o heal lim.

Display of faith Believing that Jesus
wiruld heal their inend, the men made a hole
in the roof to lower him down into the room.

Jesius " response sceing  how much
faith they had, Jesus said, "My son, your
sins are lorgiven™,

Jesus responded by granting their request.

Result  Jesus heals the paralyzed man.

Reaction to the Miracle There are two
different responscs to the miracle shown in

this passage. The [rst responsc 1s from the
Teachers of the Law - they were angry, and
say In an angry voiee, "How does he dare to
talk like this? This 15 blasphemy!" The
second response shows that some of those
who witnessed the miracle were "amazed
and praised God.™

Activity:  Choose a miracle story from one
;:_l}'- the rqﬁrﬁret‘e?.ﬁ' ot pgre 18, e wee [ vou
can write down the same pullern

Introduction
Faith
Response
Result
Beaction

Mark is trying to reveal to us, the readers,
the identity of Jesus. For some of those in
the miracle stories, such as Peter, their faith
in Jesus develops and grows. For others in
the stories, they did not have faith in Jesus.
Mark 15 using the miracle stories o develop
the reader’s understanding of who Jesus 1s,
znd for the reader to have faith in Jesus as
Son of God.
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Signs of the Coming of God's Kingdom

Jesus' association with the lepers, the
disabled or the sick, the outcasts, shows that
God cares for these people. When lesus
heals someone, Jesus is showing that (iod
cares for the sick and the disabled.

Jesus' miracles proclaim that God's kingdom
15 alrcady bere and that the Kingdom of Evil
(Satan) 15 coming o an end.

To explain what he means by the Kingdom
of God, Jesus uscs many parables.

PARABLES

Cur people are great story tellers. Through-
out our country, people sit around telling
stories and many of the stomes are retold
over and over again. Some people are good
story tellers and have many stories Others
are nol s0 good at telling stones and have
few stories to tell.

Listeners prefer to listen to those who are
good story ftellers and they wall later relell
the story to anolher group.

Can yvot think of a good story to tell? Share
i with the person next to you Or name
someone you know whe is a good story-
teller.

At a villape meeting, the community will
listen to many speakers as they resolve a
oonflict, plan an activity, or prepare a feast
Bul who do the people listen to? Some of
the speakers are mots wara

(rhers tok tru.. What they bhave to say
speaks to the heart of the communily and Lo
each individual.
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Jésus was a good storyteller.

The Gospels show large crowds coming to
listen to Jesus preach. He spoke a truth that
touched something in their hearts and
minds.

Mark 1:22 tells the rcader that he taught
with authority.

Mark also retells many of Jesus' stories,
mamny of which are told in parable form.

In the parables, Jesns uses everyday images
o give a message.

Many of the images we understand well e.g.
‘a branch cut off from the vine, withers’,
We all know what happens to branches that
have been cut off from the living tree or
vine. :

Some of the parables nse images that we
find a bit harder to understand because we
live at a different time and m a different
cuhture.

But even the Apostles in Chapter 4 of Mark
asked Jesus to "explain the parables”™ (4:10).
S0 we do nol have Lo be too surprised about

ourselves. But at least in not giving us casy .

answers, Jesus shows that he respects our
intelligence and our ability 1o work some
things out for ourselves.

Through the parables Jesus preaches the
kingdom of God.

The kingdom was a very important idea to
Jesus because he talks about it over and
OVET.

Does Jesus preach a kingdom with a head of
state, a government and a public service,
with a Defence Force and special laws?

"It seems not.

When we read the parables, Jesus seems to
preach about a kingdom where people
change their way of living so that evil is
defeated and people live by God's
commandments.

The Kingdom of God .
a sense of community
respecting others
- The Kingdom of Evil -
division in the commumnity
disrespecting others

Mark wses Jesus' parables as Jesus himself
did, to show us what the kingdom of God is
like. He also uses parables to ponl oul those
not ready for the kingdom. The kingdom of
God must change the lives of those who
accept Jesus and 1s just not bilar to Impress
people,

In Mark there are 17 parables. Look at the
references below, and decide if they are
referring to the kingdom of God or to those
who are not ready for the kingdom.
Nofice that the kingdom 15 always compared
with some evervday object or item.

Parable references

217 222 43 4325 949 13:33
219 323 421 426 12:]

13:36 221 397 421 430 13:28

Choose the heading from the list below to
complete the table on the next page:

A family and country united
Lamp on a lamp-stand
Lamp under the bed

Old winesking

A growing seed
Tasteless =salt

Sower - abundant harvest
A generous proporiion

A growing fig tree

An alert servant

Careless servanl

A strong man's house
Murdering tenants
Mustard seed

W/
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The Kingdom of God is Hke

2:17 Doctor heafing the sick

These unprepared for the Kingdom are like Ji

77 Hmmuﬁlpumd&mu

2:19 Like a wedding feast

T T Ty Ty iy il —— i S T T

I we were to make g list of characteristics
of PNG society today, what values and
attitndes would belong to The Kingdom of
God 7

And what values and attitudes would
belong to the Kingdom of Evil?

Two examples have been given on page
21, add two more to the list,
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JESUS' PASSION AND DEATH

The story of the passion is & very important
part of every Gospel. It was probabiy the
first part of Jesus® story to be woven into a
connected whole.

Very early the Christians found themselves
confronted with the ‘stumbling block” of the
Cross, as St Paul puts it. How could some-
onc who was crucified as a criminal be our
Saviour?

To answer this problem, Christians found
they had to tell the story of the Cross. But
then of course it was not encugh to just
proclaim the Cross and (he Resurrection.
People wanted to know more about the early
life of Jesus who had died o redeem them,
and had risen again.

So the Passion story had to be introduced
wilh _stoncs of bow the Good News all

began.

Im Mark’s case there was an added reason.
-In the winter of CE 64-65 a great fire
destroyed two thirds of Rome. The mad
emperor MNeru, who is believed to have
started the fire, blamed the Christians, and a
great persecution of Christians began.
Among the victims of this persecution wers
Peter and Paul. :

According 10 tradition 1t was shortly after
this. that a little book appeared in Rome
with the title “the (Gospel of Jesus Christ the
Son of God" (Mk 1:1). It is the book we
know as the Gospel according to Saint
Mark.

A full generation had passed since Jesus had
died and nizen, and in these yeurs many of
those who had scen the risen Lord had died,
and some had been martyred. It became
mncreasingly important that before all the
eye-witnesses passed away, the story of
Jesus should be preserved mn writing.
Besides, the Christians were now being
persecited and had (0 be reminded of their
Lord and his suffering, so that they would be
able to*stand fast in their own time of trial.
Mark’s slory is the best if we want to read
the eariiesi, simplest and shortest record of
how Jesus, the Son of God, lived, suffered
and died for us and rose from the dead, that
he might destroy the works of the devil and

“make us the sons and davghters of God.



emernher that at the beginning of our

study of Mark, we said that we were all
on our own farth jouwrney. The Apostles had
lo work out who Jesus was for themselves,
and they olten made mstakes. Each of us
has 10 answer the guestion “Who do you say
that [ am™
Mark shows us Jesus as a man of action and
authority. He shows us Jesus, able to work
miracles, and revealing himself as one sent
by God. Mark shows us Jesus, announcing
that the kingdom of God is already here
arnongst us.
Lastly, in the story of the Passion of Jesus, at
the very climax when Jesus dies on the
Cross, Mark has the Centunion give the
answer to the question: Who is Jesus?

Read Mark 15:39.

What is the answer?

Natice that the person giving the answer 15 a
Roman, and a pagan.

If this person could recognize Jesus, then
surely we oo, can recognize who Jesus is.
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. Jesus is condemned to death =4 8. Jesus speaks to the women

. Jesus carries his Cross 9. Jesus falls the third time
. Jesus falls the first time 10. Jesus is stripped
. Jesus meets his mother 11. Jesus is nailed to the Cross

. Simon helps Jesus

. Veronica wipes Jesus’ face
Cross

. Jesus falls the second time 14. Jesus is placed in the

" tomb




Topic Four

St Paul's Letter

to the E

Bishops send out letters to their priests and
people to give thern advice, cocouragement,
Or InsiTuction.

These letiers are called PASTORAL letters.
We hear them read out when we arc
gathered together 1o celebrate the Fucharist.
They help to keep us unifed and to grow up
in a knowledge and love of our Failh,

somelimes the Pope sends out letters o all
the Bishops of the Church and “10 people of
poodwill™.

These lctters are called ENCYCLICAL
letters.

In this chapter we are going 1o siudy a letter

that was sent long ago, to the Christians
living at Ephesus.

hesians

There are many letters in the Good News,
bul many modem people seem to like (he
letter 1o the Ephesians best. It gives hope ol
peace, of being united, and it tells plainiy
why and how this is possible.
BACKGROUND ACTIVITIES

The following activities give us some back
ground to the world of the early Christians
inclwding the people of Ephesus.

1. Copy the map on the next page. Colour
the sea port of Ephesuy in Asia Minor

2. Use the following references to complete
the table below (All the references are taken
Sfrom the Acts of the Apostles).

3. Capy the table into your workbook then
locate the place and record the letter and
rumber of the fown from the map.

4. Name one person mentioned in the story
and give a brief summary of the story

The first one is done for you.

Scripture References: Example: 3:0-10

It was sent to them by St Paul. ?ﬁz?-JTS ”]E'li_'{_m ]_‘{_”E';l_hiﬁ fr_l'-l:] ) -”-3-:.:;_
St. Paul was in prison when he wrote this 13:13_,” 1,,31152 ‘;:! ;'{ -I]ﬂT ]li'm"f“
letler so it is called a “Captivity” letter. Bt e
Sl R 19:12  28:16
Reference i Fﬁu i . Location Sommary ]
3:1-10 _ Jﬂ:ﬂ:m it No Peter cures a crippled
il L

———
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Map Study
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The City of Ephesus:

Nol much remains of the city of Ephesus
today. Il was abandoned, nol because of
carthquakes or tidal waves, but by the people
moving away from it as the river silted up and
trade ccased. In Paul’s iime however, the city
of Ephesus was the main trading port for the
Asia Province of the Roman Empire.

In those days, many towns made their own
coins, The coins produced in Ephesus had the
goddess Diana (also called Arlemis) pictured
on them. These coins have been found in
many parts of the former empire.

This shows that Ephesns was an important
trading city; that its traders were respected
arwd that it was a wealthy city, and that its
money was accepted in many other places.
The city itself was also famous for its fine
buildings.

In the Acts of the Apostles there is conflict
. between Paul and the ollowers of Diana and
a Roman official is ealled upon to solve the
conflict. (Acts 19:21-41).

This picture shows
some af the gods of
Greece and Rome, with
their symbols. When the
Romans conguered the
Greeks they ook over
all their gods and often

gave them  Roman
Hames.

See if you can guess
them correctly:

Ares (Mars)

Zeus (Jupiter)
Artemis (Diana)
Hera (Juno)
Poseidon (Neptune)

Apollo

It was Paul's practice to take the Good News
o the Jewish communities throughout the
Empire and then go to the gentiles. There
was a large Jewish community in Ephesus.
He was welcomed by some who had already
heard about Jesus. Other members of the
commumnity rejected his message.

Gentiles histened to him also and they toa,
either accepled or rejected Paul’s message
of salvation through Jesus.

As we have already scen in the mapping
exercise, Paul visited Ephesus (wice.

Read Acts 18:19-21,

and Acts Chapters 19 and 20.

Activity

(On the next page there is a list of reference
and a list of events.

In your exercise book march the events in
the second column with the references in the

| fErst.
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# Reference

18:19-21

18:24-18
19:1

ﬂ 1937
ﬂ 19:8

g 19:9-10
[« BEANM
£ 19:13-17
£ 19:18
£ 19:19-20
gF 19:21-22
EF 19:2341
£F 20:1
£ 207
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_* Paul arrives in Ephesuos and finds many who believe in Jesus, bu

efefefefefefefodafofofofol-fof-fofefefefofefef o] )

)

Events

* Paul calls at Ephesus and promises o return. He lefi Priscilla and
Aguila there.

Truaunnnn

* Paul leaves Ephesus
* Paul teaches about Baptism and he baptizes a small group.
* Panl preaches in the Jewish synagogue.

* Many of those who believe in Diana and practice magic, tried to
stop Paul.

* God performs miracles through Paul,

* Some ol the Jews ined 1o perlorm miracles m Jesus' name butl the
evil spirits would not eecognize them.

-

e1eetelolototelotodololododolololelotolofotelolelol.

have not received the Holy Spirit.
* Many accept Paul's message, hoth Jews and CGentiles.

* Apollos preached the life of Jesus, but did not baptize them in
the Spirit. Priscilla and Aquila explain the Christian message .

* Paul prepares to leave Ephesus.

* Demetrius and his fellow statue makers cause trouble for Paul and
his companions. There 1s a oot 1o the city that bas to be controlled
by a city official.

* Paul =ails to Miletus on his way to Jerusalem, He asks the church
leaders of Ephesus to meet him there.

* Paul recalls his ministry in Ephesus, he hands the responsibility of
the Church to the clders and wams them of approaching problems.

* Some ol the Jews reject Pauls message and force him o hold
discussions in the public lecture hall of Tyrannus.

annunnnnt
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THE STRUCTURE OF EPHESIANS:

Just as the Gospel of Mark was organized into
sexlions, so too a clear pattern can be s2en in
the letier (o the Ephesians.

The letter has two parts.

Part 1 is aboul the Mystery of Salvation
{Chapters 1, 2 and 3) and Part 2 is about
~ Chnstan Living (Chapters 4, 5 and 6).

‘What is meant by the Mystery of Sabvation?

By this expression, Paul means three things:

s °Even before creation®, God chose to
make us his children.

» Now, through Chrnst and his Church we
enjoy the blessings of salvation.

» At Christ’s second coming. everything in
heaven and on earth will be set up again in
- .

In Part 2, Paul pocs on to speak about
Chrnistian living in the Lght of thesc three
great thoughts.

The quote below is from Ephesians. In which
section do you think you will find it - in the
first 3 chapters or the last 3 chapters?

= —

| Do not use harmful words, but only

i helpful words, the kind that build up and
provide what is needed, so that what vou

| say will do good to those who hear you.

]
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Let us now study the letter according to the
two parts we have mentioned.

PART 1
THE MYSTERY OF SALVATION

A. Read Eph 1:1-2.

Who does St. Paul say he is?

In ancient times, it was the costom for the
writer to introduce himself at the beginning of
his letter and to grest his readers. -

What do you usually write at the besinning
of your letters?

Write the first sentence of a typical lenter
you might write to a friend Compare with
the person You Sit Rext to.

Copy verses I and 2 of Ephesians. Do you
have any parls the same?

|!7.'¢".ﬂ'|i'—'|ﬂ—'|.l-—-'|.1__=y

Hagito. High School
PO mhow N3
groTAL

Booh Jane .

delore we go on Aok un
Hank, our heavenly Tudher
for s g.m;f care  upen. O .
Lmen.

Nothing such Jo ooy bk
Jiwk u.ucmhng Ao kaew how you
axe gong on the Sl pigle
plen _dhere.

Meolorclay we had. festo and

B. Mow read Eph 1:3-14.
What are the spiritual blessings in Chnst
that 5t Panl thanks (fod for?

Head Panl’s prayer: Eph 1:15-23.

Take notice of what he asks for when he
prays for the Ephesians.

Write a prayer for your own Chrislian
COmMmunNity.

L
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. Read Eph. 2:1-10

Whal does “spinitually dead® mean?
Leamn verses 4 and 5 off by heart.

E. In the carly Church there were two
Zroups,
1. converts from Judaism
(Jewish Christians)
L. converis from other nations
{Crentile Christians)
These two groups wanled (o siay scparate
and this worried St. Panl.
He undersiood clearly that redemption was
for everyone and that through Christ, every-
one is a member of God's family.
Read the rest of Chapter 2 and you will see
how strongly Paul is stressing that God has
pul an cnd to all division in the human
family.
Read Iiph 2:11-22 again, more carefully.
Write out and learn verse 18,

Find and write some words of a hymn that
thanks God for the gift of faith.

St. Paul loved to call himsell “an apostle of
Jesus Chnist’ and he often told people about
kis conversion, about the day he met Jesus
on the road to Damascus, and how God set
him apari ‘t0 make his name known to
Gentiles and Kings and to the people of
Isracl.’

F. Read Eph 3:1-13.

What did Si. Paul think was his greatest
privilcge?

What was the “secret plan’ thal was made
known to Paul?

In Chapter 1 we heard Paul praying for his
people. Now in verse 13 he tells them not to
be upset becauss he is suffering in prison for
them.

St. Paul teaches us that we can help people

to grow in the konowledge of God BY
PRAYING AND BY SUFFERING for
them.

3

Read Eph 53:14-21.

This passage 1s a prayver. It is a continuation
of St. Paul’s prayer in Chapter 1.

Do we wsually consider suffering as a
blessing? Do you pray mainly for yourself’
or others? Do you ever affer your suffering
to Jesus, for him to use for others?

2 ART 2

The second hall of St. Paul’s Lefier to the
Fphesians is about Christian living,

Paul says that through his saving work in
Christ, God has made us one people.

But it is easy to break the unity that God
wants.

51 Paul says that the way to keep unity and
peace and o grow spintually. 1s

+ o practise goodness in everyday life

+ and for each person to use the gifts God

has given them for the good of the
Christian community.

A. Read Eph 4:1-16.

What virtuecs docs St. Paul say we mmst
practice if we are to have unity and peace
among us? :

Verse 11 in Chapter 4 is very important
because it tells us thar there are special
vocations, that is ecalls to service, in the
Church and that they come from God for the
good of the whole Church, in order to build
up the body of Christ
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Some Special Vocations (or

Ministries) in the early Church
St Paul mentions:

Apostles .. all those who give themselves to
the work of the Church and wvisit the differ-
cot communitics

Pruphets .. all thosc who receive the grace
o mmumgl:.hguid:: and strengthen Christian
commurbies

Evangelists .. those who preach the pood
news under the apostles

Pastors .. those who organize and imstruct
local Chnistians communities

Teachers .. those who help teach about faith

some words we use today for the same
ministries are” bishops, priests, catechists,
teachers, prayer leadees.

These people have special vocations.

No one receives a vocation for himsclf or
hersclf only.

Paul says that vocations are gifts from God
to the Church. The reason they exist is for
building up the Body of Christ.

Wrile a letter to one of your teachers,
encouraging him or her o persevere in iheir
special minisiry.

To be called by God is a special grace or
privilege for the individual, but we must
never forget that the call 1s for the benefit of
others.

Sometimes Christians look only al special
vocations and do not realize that their call
from God to be a Christian 15 the greatest of
all vocations. And it also is for others.

| The call to Baptism,
i the call to live in the Light, |8
# is God’s greatest gift to us. [
With this privilege of being &
called into God’s family §
goes the responsibility

of being
“like a light for the world’. |

A e e i O e

Our call
to live the Christian life
is for others,
just as “special’ vocations
are for others.




B. Read Eph 4:15-5:5

In Baptism we are bomn into a new life in
Christ. Those who have been made holy by
Baptism cannol be carcless about the way
they live.

They must be strict with themselves and
speak and act in 2 way that is fiting for hic
m the kingdom of God.

Make up an examination of conscience for
this passage, or a penitential rite.

The passage we have jusl read is about
individual behaviour but the next is about
social behaviour.

(iod’s people as a whole have been called
out of darkness. They know what is good
and true.

People who belong 1o the light need not get
caught up in foolish talk and worthless
things.

C. Read Eph 5:6-6:9
Complete:

EVERY HUSEAND MUST...
EVERY WIFE MUST ...

CHILDREN MUST ...
PARENTS MUST ....

Panl savs that living the Christian life is
like fighting & war.

You need protection and something to
fight with.

In the next part of chapter 6 we find that
God has given us plenty of protection and
ammumition for the fight.

). Read Eph 6:10-20

Wha is our enemy?

Where does our strength come from?
What armour (protection) docs God give
us?

Balt .........

I




Much

Prayer

Much

Power

Little
Prayer

Little

| Power

No

Prayer

No
Power

To conclude our study of Ephesians
we will look at what Panl says about
PRAYER in this letter.

Firstly, Paul makes it clear that
Christians should be people of
prayer.

He says they have no hope of living
the Christian life without prayer.
During this letter Paul praved many
times, We also see that he makes a
strong appeal to the people to pray.

Read Chapter 6, verses 18-20.
Copy rhese verses into your book

St Paul teaches us in these verses to
+ ask God's help in prayer

* pray always

+ keep on praying: never give up
« pray for special intentions

Now read Ephesians 1:15-18

arnd Ephesians 3:14-20

We can add to what we have already
said, that St. Paul also teaches us to:

¢ [lhank God in prayer

¢ ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit

¢ adore Grod in prayer

¢ ask Christ to make his home
with us

¢ ask for an understanding of
God’s love

*

Some of Paul’s pravers are very

beauriful,

Capy. two or three senfences thar

you reaily like,

Put a border around your prayer.

F A
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Summary:
St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
has a very simple plan.
It has a greeting, 3 chapters of
doctrine, 3 chapters of ethical
behaviour, and a conclusion.

Doctrine:

« There is one God and Father
of us all

+ The Gospel is the Good News
of God's plan, to reconcile us
to lamself and to one another,
through Christ

+ It is through the Church that
God’s plan is now being

realized.

Behaviour:

= By use of our gifts we build
up the Body of Christ

« We must give up our old
behaviour

+ We are to build Christian
homes which are like small
churches

» In the strugple facing us we
must put on the spiritual
armour which God supplics.

Activity: Jf the bishop of your
diocese was to write a fetter this

year fo your school community,

wral would the bishop say to
Vered?

Fhink of some ideas and share
them with your class. Then wrile
Include some doctrine
that you rhink he might siress,
ancd some behaviowr thar he might
EMpPRasize

Don’t forget the infroduction and
conclusion.

the ledier

Perhaps you might invite yvour
Bishop to write a letter 1o your
classand then you can compare it
with yowr own,
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Topic Five
The Book of Revelation

crhaps you have heard some of these  They do teach us something however, about
things about the book of Revelation aood and evil.

Does anyone read PIIANTOM comics?

Joe: It's a scary book

Mary: [t says about the end of the world

Abia: People compare the Fope to the
beast

Framcesca: J/r has the numbers 666

Have you heard any comments like this?

[P ey R e R T R T T A
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The fact is that this book is GOOD

NEWS. I
Chapter I, verse 3 tells us ‘happy is .
the one who reads this book” .

5o let us begin our study with a happy
and an interested heart!

I'_-_“ — _a_= e e e
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To study this book properly, we need to
understand the kind of writing that it is.
There are many kinds of writing.

If we read a news item in the newspaper, we
know that the events we are reading about
happened somewhere, a short time ago.
When we read “Letters to the Editor™ we
know that the letter is only one person’s
opinion, and it could be wrong.

If we listen to a story told by our very little
brother or sisier, we know that most of it is
probably made up, it is the result of their
imagination.

We read comic strips and comic books and
we also know that most of these stories did
not actually happen.

Who iy the Phantom?

What uswally happens to the bad guys in
these stories?

Does the Phantom ever get beaten?

Legends are another kind of wrting.

When we read legends we know that the
sciual happenings might not be true but
these legends tell us about our people and
how they came to live in this land.

A teacher might use a true story, or a legend
of & poem or a made-up story to teach a very
important lesson, Stedents undersiznd some
truth about something through the story the
(eacher tells, and indeed storvtelling is a
very good way to teach.

It was the way Jesus himself used. And it is
the way we like 1o learn.
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W know of course that not all stories are
true, but that they can be used to teach us
someihing. It is up to us to judge different
kinds of writing to know whether the
writing is;

news that actually happened.

someone's opinion,

a made-up slory,

a legend. a poem,

or wriling just to give us pleasure.

These different kinds of wrilings are called
‘literary forms’.

It is very important fo understand the
dilferent literary forms if’ we read writing
from other generations.

We have all kinds of expressions in our
generation that even our parents might not
know the meaning of, much less somehody
reading our words in 2000 years time.
People who write Gralliti often use letters or
numbers or symbols that they themsclves
know, and perhaps a few others might know
but not everybody. Why?
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People studying the Bible must learn the
different literary forms used in writing the
Scriptures, If they do not, then they will not
be able W understand these writings.

They will not know what is important and
what is not. They will not be able to
understand the message that is offered 1o
them. This is especially true of the Book of
Eevelation.
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% Read the Introduction to the Book of
Revelation from the “Good News® Bible.
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We know from this Introduction, that the
Book of Revelation was written for the first
Christians during a time of persecution.

The Roman Emperor was responsible for
the persecution and his headquarters were in
Rome. So in this book, Rome is ofien por-
trayed as an evil place.

Because Catholics are sometimes called
‘Roman Catholics”, some people believe
that Catholic people are evil also. This is
just one of the many misunderstandings that
come from this book.

Of course, Rome itself, the city, cannot be
evil. As Jesus himself said, evil comes from.
people’s hearts.

In fact, because so many people were
martyred there, Rome today is considered a
holy place. Even St. Peter was put to death
there and is buried there. Many people visit
Rome just because of the Martyrs.

As well as being writtem for the [first
Christians, to cocourage them to remain
faithful during a time of persccution, the
book of Revelation is for us too. It has a
message for every Christian.

It says to us that there will be times of
testing and suffering, but perseverc, good
will triumph in the end.

To study this book we need to know its
literary style, and it is necessary to ask the
same questions we have alrcady been
thinking about for other books.



The name given to the style of writing in
the book of Revelation is apocalypiic.
Some Science Ficlion movics have a similar
style. Some lamous scicnce fiction movies
from the past are the Star War movies and
the Star Trek movies,

Star Wars was set in the [ulure and based
around the conflict between good amnd evil,
Luke Skywalker was the hero. With his
sister, Princess Leva and her companions, he
led their forces against the evil *Darth
Wadar’,

Star Wars contained many elements of what

i3 known in biblical literature as apocalyptic

for example:

« there was the use of colour to show who
are the "goodics” and "badies™.

» there was conllict between pood and evil

= with the final viclory going to the
"ooodies".

The Book of Revelation belongs to this

literary style.

What do we mean by literary style?
First of all, the word ‘style” is a word we
understand in PNG.

We have many expressions using the word
“style”.

Share with the person nexd (o VOU, SOme
ways in which we use the word ‘stple’

& Whal iz your favourite siyle of writing?
¢ What is vour favourite hair style?
¢ What are “style” clothes?

Lord, make me a

I\sl’ail P

Literary Styles

Fach Mierary style has a number of
characteristics thai make it different to the
other styles. Different styles of wriling arc
used for different purposes. If we want o to
say something clearly, and withoul
confusion; for example, ordering some
timber from the hardware store. we do not
use poetry!

Apocalyptic writing was used, especially ra
address crizis™ stuations. The "crisis”
situation of Revelation is the persecution af
the garly Church. Revelation presemts this
crisis asv a preview of the batile berween
God and Satan which will brirg the world's
end and the completion of God's kingdom,

This writing is found in a time of danger,
hardship ond  injustice  from  leacders.
Because the leaders are the ones oppressing
the people, the wriling has to be in “code '

Readers today arc not used to the
apocalyptical style: it is very dillerent from
the type of literature we usually remd in
newspapers, story books, comics and
magazines.

But between 200 BCE and 200 CE the
apocalyptic style was a popular form of
literature 1 Isracl. The Bible contains two
examples ol this literary style, the Book of
Revelation in the New Testament and the
Book of Danial in the O1d Testament.

Read the book of Daniel, Chapier 7.

Now read some verses from Chapter 13 of
the Book of Revelation.

Can you motice any similarilies?

Sometimes Graflilli 35 in ‘code’ especially
around a school, becase we do mot want thase
in charge o know who was responsible for
. spuil:ing thiz ‘.'ﬂ'ﬂ.ll‘l.'lf the desk. Sormelnnes we
make up our own Kind of writing that has

know. Perhaps this is the closest we can gef to

explaining apocalyplic writing, although there 8

are s1ill zome nm__iﬁr dilTeremnces,

Sorme of these dilferences are explained on the
¢ el page.
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Apocalyptic literature

Revelation iz the English translation of the Greek word - apocalypse, which means
uncover or to reveal a hndden message.
Readers are to discover the hidden message in the symbolic and imaginary language used.

Apocalyptic wriling has these characteristics which give 1t its particular style.

It is written during a tme of crsis.

* There is the use of symbols and symbolic language to predict the defeat of the
oppressor (evil). The symbols hide the true message from the oppressor and can be
de-coded by those who have remained faithful_

" There is a belief that God will intervene in human history and defeat the oppressor.

* The whole of the universe is involved in the conflict, the faithful and the unfaithful.
In the Book of Revelation this was the community of those faithful to God and the
community opposed to them, i.e. the Christian Community and the Roman Empire

. Giod is in control and God uses supernatural beings to defeat the cnemmes of

' heaven.

Those who remain faithful to God in the time of turmoil will be rewarded and

those who turn away will be punished. E

The story repeats itzelf a number of times.

Activities

+ 1. What does the word apocalyptic mean?
2. Why are readers today unfamiliar with

this writing style?
3. List the characteristics of apocalyptic
writing that were mentioned in the
Imtroduction to Revelation from the Good
News Bible.

*

The Symbels Used In Revelation

The Book of Revelation has a simple
message:

God comtrols history and the ourcome of
events, nol the present evil rulers or Ine
forces of evil :

This message is hidden in symbols and in
imaginative writing that the reader must
decode. The symbols are part of the writing
*style”. They are not meant to be taken out of
the whole context of the book.




Symbols used in the book of Revelation are
mainly numbers, colours and figures.

Readers in the first and sccond centuries CE
knew the code fo find the hidden message,
but readers today do not know the code to
de-code {decipher) all the symbols.

Some of the symbols however, are not hard
to know.

Read the following passages from the Book
of Revelation and try to match the symbols
with their meanings in the table below:

Rev 1:4 From John 1o the seven churches
in the province of Asia

Rev 4:5  From the throne came flashes of
lightning, and peals of thunder

Rev 5:6 Then [ saw a Lamb standing in
the centre of the throne, surrounded by four
living creatures and the elders. The Lamb
appeared 0 have been killed. It had seven
horns and seven eyes which arc the seven
spirits of God....

Rev 7:4  The number of those who were

marked with God's seal on their foreheads
was 144 ().

Symbol

1. seven

1. throne

|

'3, peals of thander
-i. Lamb

2, four living crcatores
. eblers

7. horas

. B eves

2. 144 000

Same of the other symbols that can be found

in the Book of Revelation are:

Six imperfect - one short of seven

bbb very imperfect, consistently falls

short of seven

S 1L half of seven and also imperfection

Black represents death, unfarthfulness

Red means violence, killing, the blood of
martyrs (witnesses)

White  purity and victory - Christ

Crold God

Babylon  Rome - Babylon persecuted the
Jews in the 0ld Testament and
Rome is the new persecutor.

Harlot  Rome - Emperor worship

Fornicator  Anyone who worships the

Emperor of Rome
Dragon Ewvil

Beast

Four Horses

Evil - Emperors Nero, Domitian

While - conguering power
Red - war

Black - famine

Pale coloured - death
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THE HISTORICAL SETTING

Scopture scholars have different opinions
about when the Book of Revelation was
wrillen. Most suggest that it was written 1n
the 9's CE.

The Chnistian Community during this period
was being attacked, perseculed and martymed
by the forces of the Roman Empire.

At first Rome tolerated Christianily as
another Jewish sect (group). It gave to the
Christians the same nghts granted to the
Jews throughout the Empire, for example,
they were free from doing military service in
the army. This was mainly because they
could not work {fght) on the Sabbath.

As Chrstiamty and Judaism bccame two
distinct groups, Rome began 1o see (hings
differently. Rome's major complaint against
the Christians was their lack of patriotism.
Chrnistians refused to worship the emperor as
a god. Foman citizens believed thar their
emperor was a god and it was becanse of
their worship of him and their many other
gods. that they were so successful in war
and able to conguer other nations.

Most persccutions of the first two centuries
were brief and limited o certain areas, For
example, the historian Tacitus tells the story
of Nerw's persccution of the Christians in 64
CE.
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Tacitus shared the common negative ideas
about the Christians and did not support
them, but he reports that Nero falsely
blamed the Christians for starting a fire that
destroyed parts of the city of Rome.

Nero tortured and crcified Christians and
burned thelr bodics as a spectacle for the
citizens of Rome. Chnstian iradifion holds
that both Peter and Paul died in Rome at this
tirme.

The worst persecutions of the first century
however, took place under the Emperor
Domitian (81-96) who requared his subjects
to worship him as a god. The Christians who
refused to worship him were executed. It is
thought that the Book of Revelation tells the
story of this perod of time; of how the
Roman authonties hunted the Chnstians n
the seven Churches ol Asia Minor, Clement,
leader of the Church of Rome, also wrote of
the persecutions in Rome during the 90's.

It is in this aimosphere of persecution that
the Book of Rewvelation was written, to
cncouraze Chrstians to remam farthful to
God, especially those i the Churches of
Asia Minor.

Activity:  Muany countries have charged

their boundaries over the centuries. Look at
the map below. What country is Asia Minor
Ko as loday?

—
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churches established by the end of the first contury



AN OVERVIEW OF REVELATION

When writing an essay or a slory your
teacher probably tells vou that it must have
an introduction, a middle and a conclusion.

The Book of Revelation has a pattern but 1
is not very clear, not as ¢lear as the pattern
in Ephesians or Mark, that we have just
studied.

Une person compared this book to a tunmel -
with lizght at the beginning, and light al the
cnd. In the middle they said, there is “a long
sirelch of darkness through which strange
objects thunder past, making us bewildered
and surprised”.

This is a miher good description, and many
people’s [irst resction to this book.

The lirst part, (the light at the beginning of
the tunnel) with the letters to the scven
churches in the first 3 chapters make some
SCTLSE.

We can also feel excited abour the vision of
the New Jerusalem in the last two chapters
(the Light at the end of the unnel).

Look ar these last 2 chapters and copy a
paragraph that you like.

But that ‘long stretch of darkmess in be-
tween' ... what on garth 15 1t all aboul?

If we look at just the words, we know
already il is aboutl a throne and a scroll,
seals, trumpets, four horsemen, a beast, the
mamber 666, and a scarlet women, with a
1000 vear reign for God’'s sainis and a lake
of fire for the devil!

But what else is it about? What messape
was the writer tryving to give us in using all
these symbols and writing as he did?

The true answer i3 of course that the Book
of Revelation is about the judement and
victory of God, and of those who are [aithful
to him.

Let us begin our study, with the hight at the
slarl of the tunnel.

41

The Introduction to the Book ol Revelation
has a general mtreduction to the book,
which contains an invitation to the reader, a
grecting (o the seven Churches and a brief
biography of the author, who was "patiently
enduring the suffering that comes o those
who belong to the kingdom” that is. he was
being persecuted.

This is followed by a descniption of Jesus
the Chrst.

Find this description und copy it into your
Books.

The Seven Churches

The seven Churches of Asa Minor
represent the whole Church as it was during
the time of the persceution.

The author of Revelation is writing to each
Church picking out an area that they are
doing well in and an arca that needs to
improve.

Each Church is challenged to become a
bestter Christian community.
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Read Chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation.
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REFERENCE

T .: g

2. SmyTa

3 Pergamum

dﬁﬂﬁaﬁa

5. Sardis

6. Philadelphia

7. Laodicea

Map showing the churches mentioned in Revelation
- Chapters 2 and 3




The letter to the seven Churches follows a
simple pattern:

1. Introduction - "To the angel of the
e T I P

Positive Comment- "l know ........

i B

Negative Comment - " This is what [
have agaimnst YoU.......coeeees”

g

Ending -"If you have ears listen......

Example:
The Message to Ephesus ( Rev 2:1-7)

Positive comment:  The author praises
them for remaming faithful to God.

Negative comment:  There are some in the
community who are nol as faithful as they
once were. They are listeming to [alse

e e
¥ ¥
| |
7

Choose another of the Churches in &
Asia Minor and list the positive and ||
| megative Comments. :
& .

-
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The main theme of the Book of Revelation
can be summed up in Rev 2:3-10.

Read this passage and fill in the blank
SPaces,

This is a message from ithe
..................... . who died and lived again.

The devil will put vou to the rest by

ORE

Be foithful to me ... and I will
give you .............. as your prize of victory.
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First part of the Dark Tunnel:
Rev. 4-8 |

The chapters 4-8 are part of the ‘dark
tunnel” and many people misunderstand
this section and the meaning of the symbols
used.

Some of the easier symbolism has been
explained already.
Some more is given below:

| B2 The Scenll: Stands for the hiS‘tﬂl'F
of the world
2. White Horseman - crown ; Stands for
Jesus who 15 viclorious.

3. Red Horseman - sword: Suggests conflict
4. Black Horseman - scales: Suggests

judgement

5. Pale coloured Horseman: [Death and Hell
(the fate of those who reject Christ)

THE CONFLICT VISIONS:
Rev. 9-19

The author of Revelation is encouraging the
reader o remain faithful to God duning a
time of persecution.

Central to this middle part of Revelation is
what will happen to those who have
remained faithful and to those who have
rejected God.

The conflict between the Christians and the
Roman Empire is like the battle that
continually goes on in the world betwesn
good and evil.

L iy —— i i —— ]

BUT it is very important to
remember that these battles
are not specific battles and they
do not predict the end of the
world.
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Many readers of Revelation lake individual
signy Lhat are mentioned in this book as an
indicator that the end of time has come.
Much of this misundersianding comes from
not understanding the language “style” and
the message of Revelation.

Remember that we said that the title of this
book came fom a2 Greck word and that the
meaning of this Greek word was

"o uneoover” of “to rewveal”.

So the very tille of the book tells us that our
job is uncovering the meaning of words to
find the true meaning undemeath.

Let us look at the first 4 verses of Chapter
13 as an cxamples of the kind of uncovering
we have lo do in this section of Revelation.

Chapter 13 (Good News Bible)

1. Then I saw the beast coming up oul of the
seg, It had ten homs and seven heads on
each ol the horns there was a erown, and on
each of its heads there was a name that was
msulting to (Fod.

2. The beast looked like a leopard, with feet
like a bear and a mouth like a lion. The
dragon gave the beast his own power, his
throne, and vast authority.

3. One of the heads of the beast seemed o
be falally wounded, but the wound had
healed. The whole carth was amazed and
followed the beast.

4. Everyone worshipped the dragon becmse
he had given his authority 1o the beast. They
worshipped the beast also, saying "Who is
like: the beast? Who can fight against it?

The HistoricalSymbolic Meaning

Verse 1

Beast - refers to the Roman Empire, which
svmbolizes avil.

Sca - for the Jewish people, the botlom of
the sen was the place where the evil spirits

lived, so that is why the dragon came from
there. Also. the Romans controlled the
Medilerranean Sca and had established a
trading empire around the sca. The Romans
used the zea to trade, 1o travel and 10 send
their army around the empire.

Ten Homs - makes reference to the Empires
n the Book of Danicl - see verse 2.

seven Heads - refers to the scven hills of
Rome aon which the cily was built.

Verse 2
Beast - in this verse comparison is made

with the descriplion of Empires that
controlled Israel in the Book of Danicl.
L.eopard Persia
Bear = Medea
Lion = Babylon
Ten Homs = Greece

The authority of the Umpire (dragon) is
personalized’symbolized by the Emperor -
beast. The new beast is like the beast from
the pasl. The beast remains. even though it
may have another name,

Verse 3

Fatally wounded - the reference to the beast
that had been fatally wounded probably
refers to Nero. who was assassinaled by his
bodvguards, Nero claimed that he would be
reborn. The Emperor Domitian (85 - 96 CE)
clarmed that he was Nero reborn - the
healed wound.

Followed the beast - Emperor worship was
common practce at this time.

Verse d

"Who is like the beast? Who can fight
against it?" - '

The question is a riddle/joke.

In Rev. 12:7_ Michael leads the angels in the
battle against the drapon.

Find a prayer 1o 51 Michael the Archangel
ared copy it inlo your ook,



We could hll many pages talking about the
meaning of each verse.

The cxplanations of verses given in the last
two pages are the kind of thing you can find
if you read a Bible Commentary.

You may be able to find a Bible Commentary
n your school library.

The most important thing to know about the
Book of Revelation is that it is Good News!

It 15 good news for those who stay faithful to
Jesus,

Through your study of this book, and all the
bhooks of the New Teslament, we hope you
come to an increased understanding of God’s
“word, and also {ind hope and love through
faith in God, who made possible the message
of the Good News for all people.
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OFTIONAL ACTIVITY

This optional activity is on Chapter 13 of
Revelation, which 15 perhaps the Chapter
that causes the most confusion from this
interesting book.

It i3 the chapier that talks about the beast
and the number G66.

You may like to complete the activity
below 1f your are fecling confused or if you
Jusl want to know more about this chapter.

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

Read Chapter 13 twice, Then copy out the
questions helow, filling in the answers as
you go. For some parts, vou will have to
refer o other chapters.

1. Aboul whom does chapler 13 speak?
2. Who 1= Ih{:dragun’—‘ {(sce chapter 12:9)

3. What docs the dr&gﬂn do, according to

il It S e =
4. How does the dragon fight against the
Christians?
The dragon uscs .. A s

fight against l.he (‘hn-\manq

5. Which verse in Ch. 13 tells us that the
first beast is in the service of Satan?
Copy this verse.

6. The second beast 15 in (he service ol the
first beast.
Which verse tells us that?
Copy this verse.




s

1. Read verses 1 and 2 of Chapter 13,
In these verses, John uses a picture
from Daniel 7:3-7.
Read these verses from Daniel.

Copy them 1nto your book. gz

Background: The four beasts that Daniel
sees, stand for the great empires which had
been enemies of the chosen people. These
were the empires of Babylon, of the Medes,
of Persia and the empire of the Greek King,
Alexander the Great.

- 2. Why did Danicl describe these empires as
beasts? (Think of how wild beasts behave),

3. Complete the missing words:

In the Book of Revelation, John sees one
beast which looks like all those 4 beasts in
Daniel. Since those four beasts in Daniel
stand for four empires, the one beast in John
stands for one ...
The.unebeasthasﬂxmarksﬂfallthe four
beasts in Daniel, which means 1t is as evil
and cruel as all the four beasts put together.
S0 this onc .............. about which John
speaks is as evil and cruel as all the four
cmpires together, which Daniel spoke about.
Which empire do you think Johm speaks
about? Remcmber that the beast is in the
service of Satan who wants to fight the
Christians. (Which empire threatened John
and his fellow Christians?)

............... through

Complete:

1. The beast has ten horns and seven heads.
Who clsc has seven heads and ten homs?

(Ch 12:3): The ..
S0 the bE:ﬂEL or 1:he Hnman Empire, looks
like the . .. and that is . =

2. The seven heads and ten horns have yel
another meaning. Look at Rev 17:9-12.
In those verses we read that they stand for

. or Emperors.

Background: A famous Bible scholar,
William Barclay, says that the seven heads
and ten homs stand for the rulers and the
emperors of Rome. Since Aungusms, the first
Roman Emperor, there had been seven
emperors: Tiberius, 14-37; Caligula, 37-41;
Claudius, 41-54; Nero, 55-68; Vespasian,
69-79; Titus, 79-81; Domitian, 1-96.
These zeven emperors are the seven heads
of the beast.

The beast also had 10 homs. Why 10 and
not 77

This is becaunse after the death of Nero there
was a time of complete chaos. In a year and
a half, three different men briefly took
power. These men were Galba, Otho and
Vitellius. They are not included in John's
list of the seven heads as they did not really
nule properly, but they are included in his
list of 10 homs.

3. The fact that the homs stand for kings or
emperors becomes clear from some words
of Chapter 13:1.

Copy these words.

4. This verse also says ‘on cach of its heads
there was a name thal was insuliing to God’.
John says this because the emperors had
themselves called ‘divine’ or ‘god’ or
“Saviour of the world".

When 2 mam calls himself by such a name,
e God.

‘Son of God', ‘Saviour of the world® are
names we use for Jesus,

When an emperor calls himself by these
names, then he competes against



1. What is said aboul one of the heads in
verse 37 Copy out these words,

They tell us that one of these seven
emperors had ............. but then he had come

back 0 ..., AEAIIL

Background: There was a story told in
John's time that Nero had come back to life
again, because the Emperor Domitian was
as bad as Nero had been

2. Mow whal 15 meant by the second beast?
From wverse 12 we know lhat the sccond

beast 1z in the service of .o,
This mcans that it was in the service of the
Fooman Empire and its ...ooooeeeeiee . whose

mame al the timc of John was
What did the second beast force the people
who live on earth to do? Copy these words.

3. The second beast is someone then, who
forced the people 0 ..cocciien.. the
Emperor.

We already know that in the city of Ephesus
he had a huge temple built in his honour and
he had people pul a statuc of himself into
this temple. Which verse speaks about this
statue? .......oeeee.

1. Read verses 16-17. These verses speak
about the mark of the beast, that is the
beast’'s name which was placed on the
peoples” right hands or forcheads.

In order to understand these verses, we need
o know the customs of the time.

. The background in the next column pives us
the customs.
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Background:

A, Sometimes soldiers branded themselves
with the name of their general, if they really
liked him. If the mark is connectad with this
custom, it rmeans thal those who had this
mark of the beast really ... the beast,

B. Another custormn was that all the coins
had the head and the name of the Emperor
stamped on them, to show that all monecy
was his property, If the mark of the best i3
connected with this cusiom. 1l means that
those who have the mark of the beast are the
resmsennnnenane OF the beast

C. A last custom was that when a person had
burned meensc to the Emperor, he was
given a certificale lo suy that he had done so.
The mark of the beast may be the certificate
Ol worship.

This is probably the mark on your body that
John talks about in the Book of Revelation,
that is. having a certificate 1o say that vou
have worshiped the Emperor.

2. Fill in the missing words:

People reccived a ccortificate to show that
ey Radi oo P e
This *beast” whom the people where forced
0 e, was the

When.lnhnmte his book, the name of the

3. Verse 17 says that the mark was cither

the beast’s ....cvvomimenn P g |17 | || '
stands for the name.

WVerse 18 says that the number was 666.

We alrcady know the beast’s name.
e R

The number 666 which stands for the name,
then also means the  Emperor
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The title of this term’™s work has been *“Understanding the New Testament”.

Of course we already understood something about the New Testament, so this work
has not been completely new. However, do not think that now your understanding
is finished. Instead, think of it as just beginning, You can visit these books and all
the others, again and again, and vou will never stop discovering things aboul them.

This is because the Father is a talkative (od. He wants to speak (o us. He especially
speaks to us in the Scriptures. The Father made us talkative oo, and he wants us to
talk to him. He also wants 1o speak his loving and kind Word (o others, through us.

Pope John Paul wrole in one of his encyclicals - Redemploris missio, that “the
people whe have not yel received an initial proclamation of Jesus, make up the
majority of the people on earth’.  (RM 40).

He said that the mission of proclaiming Christ to the nations is still in its infancy,
and that he believed the third millenium would bring the dawn of a new
evangelization.

His words to young people on August 15, 1993 are still spoken to our generabion
today..

Don’'t be afraid to go out on Lhe streets
and into public places,
fike the first apostles
who preached Christ
and the Good News of salvation
in the centres of the cities, towns and villages.
This is not a time to be ashamed of the Gospel.
It is a time to preach it from the rooftops.
It is you who must go oul inlo the byroads
and invite everyone you meel
to the banquet
which God has prepared for his people.
The Gospel must not be kept
hidden away in privale.
It has to be put on a lamp-stand,
so that people may see its light
and give praise to our heavenly Father.
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