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by fostering growth in heliness for all
and by encouraging fuller participation
in Church and society.,
so as to transform the werld
through the love of Christ.
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INTRODUCTION

The Topics for this Grade 11 and 12 Catholic Religious Education curriculum have been developed from
the Vision and Mission Statement of the Catholic Church in Papua New Guinea. The curriculum is also
built around several key Christian living skills, which can be found on Page & of the Teacher's Guide for
Unit 12.1 znd in the Syllabus, Page 4.

These third and fourth Units of Grade 12 are based on the waords of the Mission Statement: “fostering
growth in haliness™ and "to transform the world through the love of Christ”. The two sets of words are
closely related because it is by becoming holy that we do transform the world through the love of Christ.

There are four parts to these Units:
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FART A: An exploration of different descriptions of “holiness" and what fosters haliness,

PART B: Reflection on their personal growth in holiness by journaling, and by becoming more aware
of their own desires for deeper relationships of faith, hope and love.

FART C: A study of the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus through coneluding their study of the
Gospel of 31 John.
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FART D: Celebration of their commitment to “transform their world through the love of Christ”.

Part A will help your students have clear ideas about holiness. Parts B and C will give them experiences
that may help them grow in holiness. Part C will help them celebrate their lives.

Holiness is a complex reality. It is like a precious stone that has many different sides and looks different
from different angles or points of view. One important aspect of holiness is “wholeness” or integration.
This is why, in this Unit, you will have the opportunity to help your students integrate many of the
Christian living skills they have learnt in previous Units.

The ability to look at realities from different points of view iz one of the skills of mind and heart that
develops tolerance. Mot the fundamentalist tolerance of “aik bilong wonwan™: nol the Facebook choice
of “like” or “don’t like™, but an educated tolerance that understands why people can hawve different points
of view, and so can respect differences. Such educated talerance is another aspect of holiness.

Ancther aspect of holiness is the ability to live a balanced life. One way of exploring this aspect of
holiness is by looking again at the map of the heart and understanding that finding balance in each of the
basic desires of our hearts - balance between desires that are too sirong or too weak - is one way of
growing in holiness

For Christians holiness is a gift. It is not some guality we achieve by ourselves. In another context, 5t Paul
wrate in his letter to the Romans:

They don't know that it is God who makes us just and holy
and, while they try to build their own perfection, :
they cannot accept the way God will give it fo them.  (Ram. 1003
[
These words from 5t. Paul peint to what might be the biggest block many students may have about
growing in holiness. Our secular culture believes that we can do everything by ourselves; young peaple
often live under a compulsion to be self sufficient. But Jesus said:

I am the vine, you are the branches. As long as you remain in me
and I inyou, you bear much fruit; but apart frem me you can do nothing, (Jn. 15: 5)
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PART A WHAT IS5 HOLINESS? WHAT FOSTERS GROWTH IN HOLINESS?

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY

1. Invite your students to research, on the internet or in books or by asking people, and write two
short paragraphs: A description of holiness and three activities that foster growth in holiness.

(This initial activity will oliow you, the teecher, to identify students who already hove o good idea obout
whizt holiness is. These students couwld skip Part A and spend mare time on Part Cand D. 1t will olso allew
v boridentify students who are not very interested in holiness. They could be encoureged (o spemd more
tirme o Part B where they might discover the sources of their resistange.)

Descriptions of holiness:

An old tale is told about 2 group of blind men who touch an elephant to learn what it is like, One man
touches the leg and concludes, “Elephants are like trees.” “Oh no,” says the man louching the ear.
“Elephants are like fans.” “You're both wrong,” says the man touching the tail. "Elephants are like
snakes."

What is true of elephants might also be true of holiness. God is holy, but what is holiness? It's like we
have a bit of an idea and from Lhis bit we have formed a composite picture, "It's like this,” says the
thealogian. “Ma, it's like that,” says the Bible school studenl. We're like blind men feeling our way around
something that is far bigger than we can imagine.

We are called to “be holy as the Lord your God is holy” (Lew. 19:2; 1Peter 1:15—18). But how can we be
haoly i we do not know what holiness means?

Here are ten descriptions of haliness, from different points of view.

1: Holiness is sin avpidance

There are Scripture quotes that exhort us to “wash and make yourselves dean” (lza 1:16). Jesus plans to
present us to Himself “holy and unblemished” (Eph 5:27). But the problem with this idea about holiness is
we define a thing (holiness) in terms of something thal is not the thing (sin). It's like defining light as the
absence of darkness. t's technically true but it's not a good description. It doesn't actuslly tell us what
holiness is.  Neither does it describe a God who was holy long hefore there was any sin to avoid.

2: Holiness is being set apart from something

There are Scripture guotes Lhat tell us holiness is being set apart:

It was fitting that our High Priest be hely, undefiled, set apart from sinners and exalted above the
heavens" (Heb. 7228}

However, lesus was also the friend of sinners; he spent time with them and ate with them. Jesus didn't

pray that his followers would be taken out of the world, but would be sanctified {made holy) in il
(Jm. 17: 15—18) .

3: Holiness is being set apart for God

This definiion is useful as an adjective for describing holy things like temples (Ps 11:4) and mountains
{ Ex 19:23). Bul how does this definition describe a holy God? |5 God dedicated to Himself? |z God set
apart for Himself?



L Heliness is moral perfection
Leviticus Chapter 18 describes holiness as moral perfection. This description of holiness is popular on

websites that preach holiness and is usually aceompanied by practical "7 steps” or "12 steps” to holiness,
Howaever, pecple soon learm that they cannet be morally perfect:
“If we say ‘we have no sin', we deceive ourselves and the truth is net inus” (1Jn. 1:8)

5:  Holiness is righteousness
lesus is known as the Holy and Righteous One (Acts 3:14), but these two words do not mean the same

thing. There is some overlap but there's also a difference. God is holy AND God is righteous. They are not
identical.

L Holiness is godliness

“¥ou gught to live holy and godly lives: {2Pster 3: 1)

Agzin, there i5 some relationship between holiness and godliness, but the two realities are also different
because the Bible often describes God 25 holy. We don’t say God is godly.

7: Holiness means worthy of devotion and worship
This is one of the Dictionary definitions. It does apply to God who is worthy of our devotion and worship.

But angels are also holy (Mk 8:38) and we do not worship them. And people are holy, but we do not give
people devotion and worship.

B. Holiness is wholeness.
To say that “God is holy” refer to the wholeness, lullness, beauty, and abundant life that overflows within

the Godhead. God lacks nothing. He is unbroken, undamaged, un-fallen, complete and entire within Him-
self. He is the indivisible One, wholly self-sufficient, and the piclure of perfection.
Haliness is the harmony of all the virtues.

A holy and whole God stands in contrast to an unholy and broken world. Because of sin and separation
we live in a world of death and scarcity. In our natural state we are consumed with our needs and lack,
We spend our lives trying to get what we don't have and trying to repair the damage of our estrange-
menk. But the only cure for our brokenness is a revelation of a whole and holy God who lacks nothing and
who has promised to journey with us towards the fullness of life.

9. Holiness (wholeness) is allowing the Holy Spirit to work in us.
The Holy Spirit, whom Christ the head pours out on his members, builds, moves and makes holy all those

who are “in Christ”, She is the sacrament of the Haly Trinity's communion with people. (05 T4T)

"&od's love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us™
(Rorm. 5:5)

10. Holiness (wholeness) is our sharing in the communion of the Father , Son and Hoby Spirit,
“You have been chosen by the provident purpose of God the Father, to be made holy by the Spirit,

ebedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood " {1Peter 1: 1- )
¥

To know God, to experience a good relationship with God, to strive to be united with God - these have

been fundamental desires of all good people since the beginning of human history. [COPNG 172)



SUGGESTED ACTIVITY

1. Ask your students to read each of the descriptions of holiness on the previous pages and use the
format below to decide from what point of view each description is made.

{ See Unit 12.1, poges 28 ond 29 for on explanotion of different horizons or points of view:.)

Descriplion of

Holiness

Holiress iz sin
avordance

Law & Culture

Inner
comviction

Personal
development

Compassionate | Social
lave | transformation

Holiness i= haing sat
apart fram some-
fhing

Hiliness is baing set
apan for God

Holinsss is moral
perfection

Holiness is
righlsousnass

Holimess 12
Godliness

Holiness means
worthy of devotion
andg warship

Holiness maans
wholeness

Faliness is slowing
fhe Holy Sipirit to
work: in s

Huoliness is our shar-
ing in te comimwn-
ion of Father, Son
and Holy Spiril




What some saints have said about holiness.

"Holiness is a disposition of the heart that makes us humble and little in the arms of God, aware of
our weakness, and cenfident -- in the most audacious way —- in His Fatherly goodness.”

—5t. Therese of the Infant Josus

“We must have a redl living determination to reach holiness. T will be a saint means T will despoil my-
self of all that is not God: I will strip my heart of all created things: I will live in poverty and de-
tachment: T will renounce my will, my inclinations, my whims and fancies, and make myself a willing
slave to the will of God." —Blessed Mother Teresa

Sanctify yourself and you will sanctify society. Saint Francis of Assisi

Holiness is believing in God's personal love for me, as taught and shown by Jesus, accepting His love
and co-operating with His loving Spirit to share His love with my neighbours.

THREE KINDS OF PERFECT LOVE
3t. Thomas Aquinas asked the question: "Is i# possible in this life to have perfect love of God?"

In answering this question, he distinguishes three kinds of perfect love of God:

1. The infinite love of the Divine Persons: This is proper to God alone, He alone can love Himsalf
to the full extent that He is lovable, No creature is capable of infinite love.

2. The perfect love of the Blessed in Heaven, who always love God to the full extent of their
capacity. Their mind and heart are always actually and completely occupied with God. We, in this life, are

not capable of that love, for we have vur ups and downs as to the intensity and extent of our love of
God.

3.  Perfect love of &od in this life: This reguires not only avoiding what is contrary to charity, ie.
grave sin, but as 5t. Thomas expresses it, a striving "to remove whatever hinders the mind's affections
from tending wholly to God;” i.e, whatever interferes with one's total surrender to God. This implies a
striving to aveid even minor deliberate failures agzinst the love of God and neighbour. Yet, it does not
exclude sins of human frailty. No one in this life, without 2 special privilege from God (as the Blessed
Virgin Mary enjoyed), can avoid all sins of human frailty. So their presence should not be a source of
discouragement, if one is striving to avoid them. St. Thomas says:

“Those who are perfect in this life are said to offend in many things with regard
te venial sins, which result from the weokness of the present life

(i.e, fram human fraiffy) and in this respect they are imperfect in comparison
wWith the perfection of heaven® [Aquinas: On the Perfection of the Spiritual Lile)

But this presupposes that we are faithful in cultivating the garden of the heart...that we WATER it with
frequent prayer...that we FERTILIZE il with fervent reception of the sacraments.___that we WEED jt by
mortification and self-denial...that we expose it to the WARM SUNSHINE of works of mercy and the
faithful fulfilment of our daily duties.

r



What fosters growth in holiness?

1. 5t Peter's description: (1 Peter 1: 15, 22—2: 3, 8—10)

P ;i 2 T
Imitate the One who called you As he is holy. so. you too be holy in all your conduct, since

| Scripture says: Be holy for T am holy. :

: .
1 In gbeying the ftruth you have gained interior purification from which comes sincere love for -:uur'i

: brothers and sisters. Love one another, Then, with all your heart, since you are born again, not from ;
| nortal beings, but with enduring life, through the Word of God whe lives and remains forever. It is ':
:wr'l'Hen.' All flesh is grass ond ifs glary fike the flowers of the freld. The gross withers and the,
1 flower falls, but the Word of the Lord endures forever. This word is the Gospel which has been:

]
!L brought To you. 1
]

ES-::- give up all evil and deceit, hypocrisy, envy and all kinds of gossip. Like new born children, seek ;
imger’]}r the unspoilt milk of the Word which will help you grow and reach salvation, |

1
1 3
i You are g chosen race, a communiTy of priest-kings, a consecrated nation, a people God has made his!
! owm To procloim fis wonders. For he caolled you out of darkness o his own wonderful light. At one :
1 =
, time you were ao pegple but now you are &od’s pegple, you had not received his mercy but now you'!

' have been given mercy.
1

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY

1. Invile your students to analyse and then synthesise the above writing of 5t Peter by choosing the
first or foundation step in growth in holiness and then the other steps that flow from this,

2ne exgmple af such analysis and synthesis is given Below.

{There s ool one right wory [o analyse aod spafhesise This Seriplure guotation. Fow your
students will do so will depend on where they are an their journey of life and the depth of
their experience of God and his ways. Howewver growth in holiness starts (foundaotion step)
with what God does for we; it does nat start with anpthing we do ar can da.)

Foundation step: Experience and awareness of being born again, called by God to be his chosen people
Mext steps:

0 Form a relationship with the Word of God, both as person and as Scripture.

& Obey the truth learnt from Jesus the Word and the Gospel. Imitate your Father,

o Develop sincers, whole hearted love for pne another.

L+ Experience purification of heart and mind.

Proclaim his wonders.

o



What fosters growth in holiness?

2. 5t Paul’'s description:  (Letter to the Ephesians. Ch. 3)
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| And now I kneel in the presence of the Fother !

i from whom every family in heaven and on earth has received itsname. 1
| ]

1 May he strengthen you in your inner self, through his Spirit, i
incmrding to the riches of his glory. 1
i i
, May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith. 1
I I
; May you be rooted and founded in love, i

: May you be able to understand, with all the believers,
‘I‘ha width, the length, the height end the depth—in a word -
Mﬂf you Know the love of Christ which surpesses all knowledge.

= M.:q,.- you be filled with the utter fullness of God.
I
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY

Invite your students to learn and sing the song based on this Seripture.

The Fullnesz of God

Deep in Christ, | pray you know, the power he can give.
May your hicdden self grow strong, and may you e,
strong in faith and built on love, untl you know

hew high and kong, how wide and deep, the fullness of God.

May the God of lesus Christ, the Father we serve,

fill your minds that wou may see, deep in your heart,
what hope his call now holds for vou; his promise true
ta fill your heart with power ta live the fullness of God.

Krionw the way you learnt from Christ, to live life ancw,
Let your heart be drawn ta himm; let Christ renew
the hope in you to grow into goodness and truth;
and living 5o, you'll came to kndow, the fullness of God

]

| SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:

L MNow ask your students Lo write their own description of holiness and what fosters growth in
holiness. Invite them to share their description with others.

10



What fosters growth in holiness?
3. Christian living skills:

The Christian Living skills that are the main outcomes of the Grade 11 and 12 Syllabus are all aimed at
fostering growth in holiness. This chart may help your students reflect on how each Christian living skill
helps them grow in holiness and give them an opportunity to reflect on how well they have mastered

each skill. They can give themselves a mark out of 10 in the third column to assess their mastery of each
skill.

CHRISTIAN LIVING SKILL HOW DOES THIS SKILL FOSTER GROWTH IN HOLIMESS? MASTERY

Shared Christian Reflection on
Life.

How to explore the basic desires
of my heart

How to balenos desires that ane
oo wesk or too strong.

Homw to journal.

How to pray from the heart,

How toomeet Jesus 0 peayer.

How bo ket go, fongive and be
reconciled.

Horr i become more alive in
Christ.

How o grow as Christian
leaders.

How b apply Chrislian Leader-
ship skills.

How fo make Christian morzl
decisions.

How i wiork for jusfice, peace
and the integrity of creation.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

T
1. Ask vour students to complete the table above; they might like to work in small groups 1o reflect
on how each Christian living skill fosters growth in holiness

2. Invite your students to spend some time in quiet reflection on their own experience of growth in
holiness and then journal about their reflection.

11



PARTB. MY DESIRE FOR HOLINESS

The map of the heart can help your students become more aware of their desire for holiness and the
destructive tendencies which may block their growth in haliness.

Your students will experience a desire for holiness in different ways. They may experience a strong
desire for respect, for justice, for co-operation with others. They may experience a strong desire for
genuine intimacy, for the ability to be happy and enjoy life, for peace and quiet. These are all different
dimensions of 2 desire for holiness.

They may experience a desire to love and be loved thal will satisfy their hearts; this desire may be
experienced as wanting to be someone, wanting to be secure, wanting to be in deeper relationships with
Jesus and with others,

They may experience deep hopes about their lives and our world.

They may experience a desire to be better people; to live a more balanced life: to become more whole.
They may just experience a deep longing in their hearts that they cannot name.

They may experience a desire for deeper communicn with their Father Goad, in Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

All of these desires are part of us, created by God. They are one way we are “called by the Father, sent
by lesus and moved by the Holy Spirit” to journey through life and come to the fullness of life in him.

We often cannot see our own selves clearly. We need other people, especially a trusted companion, to
reflect our strengths and our challenges.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

Ask your students to use the map of the heart on the next page and share with their companion their
reflections about these gquestions:

1. How do | most experience a desire to be better, to be whole, ta live a balanced life?

2. The goodness and strength of heart | see in you are about .....oveees
Students might Iike to prepare cords and give to each other

3. The biggest challenge | see for myself in living a balanced life is to balance my desire for

4.  The biggest challenge | see in you to live a balanced life is balancing your desire for ...

5 Journal about what you have discovered about yourself and what you have been told by your
COMpanion.

B.  You might also ask your students to listen to the words of a suitable song and share their
reflections or journal about what the song =ays ta shem.

The words of three such songs are on page 14.

12



OUR BASIC DESIRES CAN BE BALANCED IN THE MIDOLE 2R THEY CAN BE TOOQ STRONG OR TOO WEAK
AND BECOME DESTRUGTIVE TENDEMCIES IN OUR LIVES

Alwiaws warking, Busy...la
avoid redationships with
God and otherz. Fill life

wilh noise:, music, idie talk.

Expect nodhing,
All plessure is wiong
Enjoy suffering
Don't ask far anything.
Mzarlyr

NO WO WO
Dieniel of niesad tor Intimacy.

Faar of desseloping warm amd
warring relficnships

Authontanan. Bulbying.
lsolated

WE =YOLU + me

m hoo smak, ng w=a, nothing o
oonlrbule.

You: too kg, owverpowesring.

| become powersss, compli-
ant, then resantful.

Don't cars.
Mo energy to fix things
o memd relabanships.
Apathy.

Gannol value salf
neglect own needs
“I'm mo good”

easily controlied by
olfwers.

Lowr seif esteam

L

e

T

A b deging oo
waak laads to these
desmctive tendencies

De=gire: to know

i why we ask
questions, seek
Answers, wander,
rsearch, study.

Faith is the gift that
ingpiress ws o kesp
saarching for truth.

| Desire for quiset

Far reflection
Contemplation
To expernianca God

Dusire boy engery 1ife
Ta have 2 share in
the good things of life

Desire for intimacy
T be close 1o anoalhes
i b give and receie love

Desire to be with othars;
in colaboraie, co-npeorats, o
e in I:::IF:'II'!'ILIH“:,'.

Deslre for justice
Tar others 1o be inealed
with respect and human
dignity. For lite bo e tair.

Desire for respect
for humsan digily

for survival

for seft worth

BASIC DESIRES

L 3

Desire to grow

is Wiy we a:ta oipli-
mistics why we
expect good things
ko hapgen.

Hopa is e gill thal
strangthensa my
desire o grow.
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Laziness.

Slever 16 bk ealfusrs
Mo erwngy o wel Tar {sod
Put things off ‘il later.
SLOTH

MOEE MORE MORE

Meed inmeediate gratification.
Mo thowght of hurt fo othars.
Impalient. BExcessive desines
foar focad, drink, drugs, athers
possessions.  GLUTTONY

ME ME ME
Chur relationship is for me; to
salisly my needs. Na Bound-
anes, Gontrol, Abuse of pow-
er, Sexual and emotional
mamnipulation of others for

|
I

WE=ME + you
ME: too good. in charge,
powerful.
your useless no halp
i you do something good, | be

come resentful,  ungretef;
self sufficient. JEALDILIEY

Elame others for hurts and
wrangs. Desinge Far ',_;lu:,'l;lul;kl
to destroy.

Viclent destructive anger.
RESENTMENT

e

el irnpoelzrees:
warship el
*I'm bettar than anwone”
try to control others

PRIDE
t

A basic desire oo
strong leads to these
destructive tendencies.

Desire to be

to be someone,

to be secura,

o e wisa 1 zam;

to e really hiran
to be authentic.

Lowve iz the gift that
makas me who |
e )




The Impossible Dream

To dream the impossible dream
To fight the unbeatable foe
To bear with unbearable sorrow
To run where the brave dare not go.

Te right the un-rightable wrong
To love pure and chaste from afar
To Try when your arms are Too weary
To reach the unreachable star,

This is my gquest
Tao follow that star
Mo matter how hopeless

Mo matter how far

To fight for the right

Without question or pause
To be willing to march into Hell

For a heavenly couse

And T know if I'll only be true
To this glorious quest

That my heart will lie peaceful and calm

When I'm laid to my rest,

And the world will be Better for this

Thot one man, scorned and covered with scars
5till #trove with his last eunce of courage

To reach the unreachable star.

You raise me up

When I om down and, oh my soul, o weary;
When troubles come and my heert burdened be;
Then, I am =till and wait here in the silence,
Undil you come and sit owhile with me.

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains;

You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas:
L am streng, when I am en your shoulders;
You roise me up... To more than I can be,

There is ne life - no life without its hunger;
Bach restless heart beats so imperfectly:

But when you come and I am filled with wonder,

Sometimes, T think I glimpse eternity,

You raise me up, 50 I can stand on mountains;
You raise me up, to walk on stermy szas;

I om strong, when I am on your shoulders;
You raise me up... To more than I can be.

You raise me up... To more than I con be.

How can I keep from singing

My life goes on in endless song

above earth's lamentations,

I hear the real, though for-of f hymn
that hails a new creation,

Through all the tumult and the strife
T hear it's music ringing,

Tt sounds an echo in my soul.

How can L keep from singing?

While though the tempest loudly roars,
I hear the truth, i liveth.

And though the darkness 'round me close,

songs in the night it giveth,

Mo sterm can shake my inmost calm,
while to that rock T'm clinging.

Since love is lord of heoven and earth
how can I keep from singing?

When tyrants tremble in their fear
and heor their death knell ringing,
when friends rejoice both far and near

how can I keep from singing?

In prison cell and dungeon vile

our thoughts to them are winging,
when friends by shame are undefiled
how can T keep from singing?
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PARTC: THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS

The pictures St John paints of Jesus’ death and resurrection are quite different to the other Gospels. In
lohn's Gaospel, lesus is cearly in charge from the moment he is arrested. There is no agony in the
garden. When the soldiers and police come to arrest lesus, they fall to the ground when he speaks. He
teaches Pilate about his identity and mission and it is he who puts Pilate ontrial. He brings together his
mather and the beloved disciple. He is not killed but decides the moment of his death when he give up
his Spirit.

John also shows in many details how lesus’ crucifixion, death and resurrection fulfils Old Testament

prophecies about the Messiah. This is his way of saying that there is a providence at work despite the
injustice and wrong doing of the human actors.

John wants to show us that these events are the central “hour” in the history of the world. He wants us
to focus, not so much on the tragedy of lesus death, but on God's power at work in Jesus.

if we read and reflect on John's "Good News", we may learn these same things:

* That, united with Jesus, we can find new life through the smaller deaths that are part of our
exparience. We can do this by imitating Jesus’ courage and strength of heart in the face of hurtful
and disappointing experiences. We can do this by becoming more aware of how God's power is at
work in the face of human sin and weakness.

* That we can try and integrate the Word that Jesus speaks and is with our own “0ld Testament”
Lthe noble traditions and customs that are part of our Papua New Guinea cultures.

. That we also experience God's power at work in our own weakness and suffering, in the injustices
we suffer, and 5o experience resurrection.

John is showing us how Jesus "translormed the world through his love™.

After the introductory activity on Page 16, there are only two activities recommended in this part of the
Linit.

Quiet prayer and

Journaling to apply the experience to their own lives,
These two  activiies  will
their own inner journey in
ney from death to [ife.

with Jesus, they may  experi-
healing power in their own

encourage your students to focus on
relationship with Jesus in his jour-
As they walk the way of the Cross
ence his presence, compassion and
way of the Cross.

This is growth in holiness.




Why did Jesus have to suffer and die?

In the Gospels and the Letters of the New Testament and in Christian theology, there have been many
differentl reasons given by different thinkers and writers to this guestion. That there are different
interpretations should not be a surprise. For Christians, the death and resurrection of lesus is the central
action in all human history. U is complex and so can be described and interpreted in different ways.
People have always tried to understand the death and resurrection of Jesus from within their own
cultural beliefs and values and dominant philosophies or ways of thinking zbout their werld. People have
always been limited by their horizon or viewpaint in understanding what 5t. Paul called the scandal of the

Cross.

C 5 Lewis has written:

The inferpretation most people have heard is the one about our being let of f because Christ
volunteered fo bear o punishment instead of us, Mow on the face of it that is a very silly
theory. If God was prepared to let us of f, why on earth did He not do so? And what possible
point could there be in punishing an innocent person instead? Mone at all that I can =ee, if you
are thinking of punishment in the police-court sense.

On the other hand, if you think of a debt, there iz plenty of point in a person who has some
azsets paying it on behalf of someone who has not. Or if you take "paying the penalty." not in
the sence of being punished, but in the more general sense of "paying the bill * then, of courze,
it is @ matter of commen experience that, when one person has got himself into a hole, the

trouble of getting him cut usually falls on a kind friend.
[Miczr Charistiznity)

In Crassing the Threshold of Hope, Pope Benedict XV wrole:

The scandal of the Cross remains the key to the interpretation of the great mystery of
suffering, which iz 2o much a part of the history of mankind.

“He emptied himself,

faking Fhe form of a slave,

COming i Aunan likeness:

and found human in appearance,

he humbled himself

becoming obedient fo death,

even death on a cross * (Phil 2:7-8)

Everything is centained in this stotement,

I5 the guestion: why did Jesus have to suffer and die?
o
Wy did Jesus decide to suffer and die?

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

=

2.

Ask your students to use the internet or other sources to discover different interpretations about
wihy Jesus had to die or why Jesus decided to suffer and die.

Include in their research the relevant sections of the Catechism of the Catholic Church znd the
Calechism of the Catholic Church in Papua New Guinea.
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5t John's understanding of the death and resurrection of Jesus can be found in several places in his
Gospel:

When you have lifted up the Son of Man
then you will know that I am He
and that T do nothing of myself

but speak just as the Faother tought me.
(Jn. 8 27-28)

Then Jesus said: “the Hour has come

for the Son of man to be glorified.

Truly, I say to you, unless the grain of wheat
fallz te the earth and dies, it remains alone:
but if it dies, it produces much fruit,

Whoever loves their life destroys it;
whoever despises their life in this world

keeps it for everlasting life.
(e 11: 24 - 25)

Righteous Father, the world has not knewn you,
but I know you,

and these have known that you have sent me.
Az I revegled your Name to them,

50 will I continee fo reveal iT,

so that the love with which you love me

may be in them

and I alse may be in them. (Jn. 17: 25- 26}

By his wounds we are healed.
(kzmiah 53:5. 1 Peter 224

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:
1. 5t John has written the story of lesus suffering and death in six scenes.

For each of these scenes in the following six pages, invite your students to:

- 51t with Jesus in guiet prayer and listen to what he says.

= Reflect on how this scene could be applied Lo their own journey.
. lournal about thair reflections. .

* Share their reflections with their companion.

Some students might want to meditate and journal about each of the scenes in the next six
pages. Other students might want to take more lime and meditate more deeply on one or two
scenes, which speak to them more about their present situation and their spiritual journey.
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|
Jesus allows himself to be arrested | | Commentary on the text

When Jesus had finished speaking, he went with | | lehn sets the scene - at night, in a garden - and the
his disciples to the other side of the Kidron||main characters for what is to follow: lesus, his
vitlley: o garden was there which Jesuz and his
disciples entered.

!di&ciplrz&, Judas, the soldiers (representing the eivil |
| authority] and the guards (representing the religious I
Mow Judas, whe betrayed him, knew the place || authority]. Bath Roman and Jewish authorities were |
since Jesus often met there with his disciples. | | roenonsible for lesus’ death, |
He led  soldiers of the Roman battalion and i
guards from the chief priests and Pharisees, who | | Je5us makes the first move. He is in charge of what

|went there with lanterns, torches and WENDONS. will happen. Jesus' gquestion: Who are you tooking

Tesus knew all this wes going to happen to him, for? Is almost the same question he asked the first
He stepped forward and asked: “Mfo are you disciples {Jn.1:38). It is 3 question meant for all of
looking for?” They answered: "Jesus the Mara-|| us.

rene.” Jesus said: T am Ae.” Judos, who

betrayed him, stood there with them, leSis: enemues Tall o et graumd st the: powerful

name of *I AN".
When Jesue zaid T am he', they moved back and

fell to the ground. He then asked them a second | [Jesus commands that they let his disciples go free.
Time: “who are yow looking For?” and they||He is the Good Shepherd, protecting his sheep.
answered, Jesus the Mazarene.” Jesus replied, | | n. 10:28)  This scene would have been a source of
T have fold you that I am he. IF you are looking
for me, let these others go.” Thus what Jesus
said came frue: "I have not lost one of those you
gave me.”

peace for Christians at that time who wera also
oeing amested and killed for their beliefs,

Simon Peter had a sword: he drew it and struck | | Jesus rejects Peter's atlempt to defend him with
MﬂlthE.. 'H"IE ngh Priests Sm‘ﬂﬂi’__ ELI"H'IFIg I,'.Iff: violonee,  Jesus knows that I'"I'IE'E'tir"IE vinlanos with
hig right ear. But Jesus said to Peter: 'Fi.l'f‘ym.'.r':
sword mto ite shegth, shall T kot Srink the cu;p T o > h el %
ik the Eathes has given to me>” conflicts. He trusts his Father lo lead him on the
journey he has to go.

mare viglence is not his Father's way of solving

S0 the gquards and the soldiers, with their
commanider, seized Jesus and bound him: they I Annas was the High Priest from & AD until 13 AD. He
took him first to Anhas. Annas was the father-in| | remained 2 power behind the Sanhedrin.

-low of Caiophos, who was the High Priest that | | _ ]
year: and it was  Caiaphas who had told the ;Jc:-hn is showing us the truth of his words: He mmel
| Tews: it iz better that cne men should die for | to his own, yet his own people did not receive him. |
the people” Jn, 18: 1—14 fn. 1113 |

References to the Old Testament;

The Kidron Valley:  King David made this same journey when he was betrayed (2Sam. 15: 14, 23). Jesus is
following the tootsteps of another king.

A garden: In the first garden the first man encountered oil and was defeated by the evil one.
(Rom. 5 1514

1am he: lesus uses the powerful name of YAHWEH, as revealed Lo Moses. (Ex. 3: 14 -15)

They fell to the ground: Psalm 272 |
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Simon Peter

Siman Peter, with another diseiple, followed
Jesus. Becouse this ather disciple was known to
the High Priest, they let him enter the court-
yard of the High Priest clong with Jesus, but
Peter had to stoy outside at the door. The
other disciple went out and zpoke to the maid-
servant at the gate and brought Peter in. Then |
this servant on duty ot the door said to Peter:
"Sa you also are one of his disciples.” But Peter
answered: "I am mor

Mow the fervants and the guords hod made o
charcoal fire and were standing and warming
themselves because it was cold, and Peter alzo
was with them, werming himself.

The High Priest questioned Jesus about his
disciples and hig teaching. Jesus answered him:
T have  spoken openly fo fhe worid: I have|
always fought in places where the Jews meet

o i the Temple I did mot feach secretly.
Why, then, do you ask me? Ask those who heard
me, they know what T soid ™

At This reply, one of the guards standing by gave
Jesus o blow oh the face, saying: Ts that the
wdy to answer the High Priest? Jesus said to
him: "IFf I have spoken wrongly, point it out: byt
i I have spaken rightly. why de you strike me?”

Then Annos sent him, still bound, to Caiaphas,
the High Priest.

MNow Simon Peter stoed there warming himself.

diseyples.”  He denied it and answered, T am
met.” But one of the High Priestz servants, a
kinsman of the man whose ear Peter had cut of f,
asked: "Did I nmot see you with him in the
garden?” Again Peter denied it, and at once the
| cock crew.

Jre 182 15—27

the same time as Peter, who could defend him, is

f £ r S | was quiet and reflective, trying to understand and
either at the o &F 1 E s
fegerhiar, g e e S | accept what God was doing in this tragedy.

| " God, is trial
They said To him: "Surely you afso are one of his jto be the Son of God. Throughout his trials the

| Religious authorities mix these two accusations to

Commentary on the text I

lohn sets these two scenes together to show the
contrast between them. Jesus speaks the truth,
even though he knows the consequences; Peter tells
lies to save himself. Jesus says: /om.  Peter says:
I am nat. Jesus says: Ask those who hegrd me at

saying that he does not know him.

Peter and the other disciples did not lack courage.
But when Jesus was arrested they became confused:
they expected lesus to use his divine power to resist |
and overcome his enemies, When God did not act
the way they expected him to do, they could lose
faith or they could grow into 3 deeper apprediation
of who God is and how he works in our world.

The “other disciple’s” silence may be a sign that he

John does not tell us how Peter's dermial of Jesus was
resolved until Chapter 21 of his Gospel,

lesus appeared before two courts. First before the
Sanhedrin, the Supreme Council of the Jews and
later before the Roman Governor. He was accused
of two illegal activities (chout his disciples and his
teaching). The accusation about his disciples was to
try and prove he was a political agitator. The
accuszation about his teaching was that he claimed

try and gain the outcome they want. They did not
have the authority to have anyone put to death,
which was the penalty for anyone who daimed to
be equal to God. They finally had to bring the
charge that lesus claimed to be a king. This was the
anly charge that eould bring a sentence of death
from the Roman Governor.

References to the Old Testament

repentant sinmer,

The relationships between 3 loving God, suffering and sin are a major theme throughout the Old
Testament writings. The Book of Job was wrillen to look critically at the belief that God rewards the good
with riches and wealth znd punishes the sinner with suffering. However this belief was still VEry strong in
lesus’ time. From the cross, Jesus teaches that God does not punish the sinner: God forgives the
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Jesus before Pilate S

Then they led Jesus from the house of Coio-|
phas te the court of the Boman governor, It|
was now morning. The Jews did not enter Iests
they become unclean (by coming into the house |
of a pagan) ond be unable to eat the Passover
meal. So Pilote went out ond asked: "What
charge de you bring agamst this man?®

They answered: "IF he were not a crimingl, we
would not be honding hith over #o you" Pilete
said: “fake him, yourselves and judge him
according fo your owt lme ™ But they replied:
"We aurselves are not aflowed o put anyone to
deqth.”

It wos clear from this what kind of death
Jesus was to die, according to what Jesus
himzelf had foretold.

Pilate then entered the court again, called
Jesus ond asked him: “Are you fhe king of the
Jews?" Jesus replied: “dre you saving this of
your own accord, or ofd ofhers say it to you?”

Pilate answered: “Am I a Jew? Your own nation
and the Chief Priests have handed you over to
me.  What have you done?” Jesus answered:
"My kingship does not come from this world. If
T were a king lke those of thiz world my
gugrds would haove fought te save me from
being handed over fo the Jews. But my king-
ship is not from here.”

Pilate atked him: “So, you are g &ing?” Jesus
answered: “Just a5 you say. I am a king. For
this I was born and for this I hove come into
the world, fo bear witness fo the fruth. Every
ete whe (s on the side of fruth hears my voice.”

Filate said: * What is fruth>"

Pilate then went out to the Jews again and said:

T find ne crime in #his man. Now according to
a custom, I must release a prisoner of yoiurs ot
the Fassover. With your agresment I will
release for you the King of the Jews. ™

But they ingisted and cried out: “"Weor this man,
bt Bargbbas 17 Now Borabbos was o robber.

Jn. 18:28—40

Commentary on the Text

The religious leaders were concerned about their
ritual belief that entering the house of a pagan
would make thern unclean and so unfit to celebrate
{the coming Passover. " But they had no concern

| about the injustice of condemning an innocent man.

Thiz is why Pilate has to keep coming out to talk with
the religious leaders. Howeser St John has Filate
come out and go back in seven times, This is a clue
thal on the seventh time, John reveals the climax
that he has been leading up to. John has used this
number 7 many times in his Gospel, to help his read-
crs identify the key idea he wants 1o E.rnph.aﬁise.

(C.f. Unit 11.1 Page 20).

The religious leaders wanted to avoid defilement so
that they could sacrifice the Paschal lambs that
evering, bul they are bringing pressure on Pilate to
sacrifice the “Lamb of God™.

The religious leaders claimed that they were not
allowed to pul anyone to death. This did not stop
them stoning Stephen (Scts 7:58), bul they wanted to
avnid responsibility for killing Jesus and they wanted
him to die by crucifision . (Deut. 21:223)

Jesus, with hands bound like a captive, acts like he is
in charge. Pilate, who has the authority, is captive to
his own ambitions,, to wanting to keep his high office
and to the opinions of the religious leaders.

In these first conversations between Pilate and
Jesus, Pilate’s viewpoint is political.  Jesus invites
Filate to see what is happening from a deeper view-
point, but Pilate is not capable of doing so. What is

truth?

Jesus is bearing witness to truth. Pilzte is bearing
witness to the limitations of a political viewpoint in
seaing what is really happening.

What Pilate can do, fram his paolitical viewpoint is
sCcofE points against the religious leaders. He does
this by calling Jesus the King of the Jews,

The name Bar—Abbas means son of the father,
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Jesus and Pilate

Then Filate hod Jesus taken away and scourged.
The soldiers glso twisted therhs into o crown
and put it on his heed. They threw a cloak of
royal purple areund his sheulders and begen
coming up To him and salfuting him, "Hai &ing of
the Jews” and they struck him on the face.

Pilate went outside yet another time and said

want you fo know that I find ne crime in fim.”|
Jesus then came out wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple cloak and Filate pointed
fo him and said” "Here /s the man. *

On geeing him the chief priests end the quards
|cried out:  “Crucify him.” Pilote replied: "Take
| fumn, yourselves, and’ have him crocified, for T
find no case agamst Fim, " The Jews then said,
“We have ¢ Law, and according to the Law this
man must die becouse he made himself Son of
&od. ™

When Pilote heard this he was more ofraid,
And ceming back into the court he asked Jesus:
“Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no
answer. Then Pilate said to himz  "Vou sl nof
speak fo me? Do you not know that I have the
pawer to release you and the power to crucify
you?" Jesus replied: "Vou would have ho power
aver me unless it hod been given you from
above; therefore the one whe honded me over
fo you is even more quilty,

Because of this Pilate tried to release him, but
the Jews cried out: "IF you release This o,
you are not a friend of Coesar,  Anmyone who
makes himself king is defying Coesar.”

When Pilate heard this, he had Jesus brought
outside to the place called the Stone Floor - in

the judges seat . It was the Preparotion Day |
for the Passover, about noon. So Pilate said to
the Jews: “Here is your king." But they cried
out: “Away / Take him away ! Srucify him 1
Pilete answered: “Shall I cruerfy your king®"
And the chief priests answered, "We have no
king but Cassar.

Then Filate handed Jesus over to them to be
| crucified, and they took charge of him,

Jn. 18: 1 - 16

! iﬁ::uman law to make a judgement three times made
to the Jews: Look I am bringing him out and I| |

| lambs were being slaughtered elsewhere in the city.

Hebrew &abbafha - and there he sat down in| | s _ )
The religious leaders are responsible for keeping the

Commentary on the text

isaiah 50: 6. I gave my back fo those whe sfruck me
and my cheeks o these who pulled out the beard

The soldiers mock Jesus, using the words by which

the Roman Emperor was-greeted: Hail, Coesar.

IF'ilzlte judges that Jesus is innocent three times. Inj

the judgement legally definitive. It could not be
appealed.

Here is the man. This scene is very famous; it has
been painted many imes. Many cultures and groups
have competitions to find the man and expressions
such as: you ore the man; right mon. These may be
shadows of this scene from John's gospel.

The religious leaders see they have failed to  have
Jesus judged for a political crime and now tell Pilate
their real reason for wanting Jesus dead. Pilate is
superstitious (gfraid] and asks Jesus the guestion
(where ore you from?] that so many people have
asked. Jesus does not answer because Pilate has

already said he is not interested in the truth.,

Jesus judges Pilate. Pilate should exercise his author-
ity properly and if he fails to do so, he is guilty, The
religious leaders are more guilty because they say

Lhey can ses. [=es o 3:47)

Filate has political enemies in Rome and fears that
the religious leaders will make a case agzinst him. He
is afraid he will lose his appointment as governor.

John reminds his readers that sentence is passed nné
lesus at the very hour [gbout noon) when the Paschal |

covenant with their God. O Lord our God, ather lords
beside you have ruled over us, but we acknowledge
your nome aglone (Isamh 26:13.,. When the religious
leaders sav: We hove no king but Coesar they reject
the govenant with God. They do this at the very time
preparations are being made for the Passover, which
was the religious action of renewing the covenant

wilth God.

Several years later their new king would destroy their
temple and their nation.
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| he said To the disciple: "Tfis is your mother "
| And from that moment the disciple fook her
iirﬁa his own house.

|
|
1
|
|
|

|wine stood there: o, putting o spenge soaked

Jesus is crucified

Bearing his own cross, Jesus went out of the
city To what iz called the Place of the Skull, in
Hebrew: &olgotha There he was crucified
afd with him two others, one on either side
and Jesus was in the middle.

Pilete had a notice written and fastened to
the cross which read: Jesus fhe Mazarene,
King of the Jews. Mony Jewish people sow
this title because the place where Jesus was
erucified was very close to the city. It was,
maresyer, written in Hebrew, Latin and &reek.
The chief priests said to Pilate: "Do tof write
the king of the Jews" but ' #his man claimed to
be the king of the Jews.” Pilate answered:
" What I have written, I hove written, *

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took
his clothes and divided them into four parts,
one part for each of them. But as for the
Tunic it was woven in one piece from top to
bottom, so they said:  Let us not fear i bt
cast lots fo decide who will get " This
fulfilled the werds of Scripture: They divided
my clothing among them.: they cast lots for my
garment. And this is what the soldiers did,

Mear the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his
mother's sister, Mary., who was wife of
Cleophas, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus
saw his mother, and the disciple, he said to
his mother: “woman, fhis i your son.® Then

After that, Jesus knew that all wos now
finished and he zaid: T am fhirsfy” s it was
written in the Scripture. A jor full of bitter

in the wine on a hyssop stalk, they raized it to
his lips. Jesus took the wine and said: T+ is
accomplished ™ Then he bowed his heod and
gave up the spirit.

Jn. 19: 17—30

Commentary on the text

Jesus was crucified with two others: He wos

numbered with the bransgressors. (lsaish 53 12)

Filate iz determined to hawe the last word. He
proclaims to the whole werld { by writing in the three
world languages of thal time) that Jesus is king of the
lews. lesus had said: When f om lifted up from the
earth I will draw olfl people to myself. (In. 12: 32).

John peoints out that even the soldiers, by their
actions, were fulfilling the words of Scripture - that is
fulfilling the providence of God. God was working to
bring good out of this most evil and unjust action.

Some Christians struggle to find a right relationship
with Mary, the mother of Jesus. In the firsl creation,
Eve was with Adam (the man).
creation Mary is with the new Adam.

Here in the new
Eve was
condemned to bring forth children in pain, Mary
brings forth disciples - the children of the new
creation - in her pain.

Jesus gives his mother to be mother of all disciples.
And from that moment the disciple took her into his
own housa,  Every disciple is invited to do the same.
Mary is grieving, but akso silent, pondering decply to
try and see what her God is doing in this most evil and
unjust situation, Many people have discovered in the
depths of their own hearts strength, comfort, courage
and new meaning while standing with Mary at the

foot of the cross.

I'am thirsty: Jesus is tortured by thirst, He is thirsting
for the world to open its heart to God and recejve the
love which & was his mission to bring. He is also
thirsting for the selfless love of disciples who will
follow him even to suffering Lo transform the warld.

It is accompilished: What has been accomplished? All
the plans and promises of the Old Testament; all the
yvearnings of the human spirit; all God’s plans to deal
with human sin and evil and injustice. This is the hour
whengthe world is changed forever.

Then he bowed his heod and gove vp his spirit, Jesus
finally was empowered to ‘et go and let God'. John
then begins to describe what God does through the
death of Jesus,
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|
| The pierced Christ

As it was Preparation Day, the Jews did not
want the bodies to remain on the cross during |
the Sabbath, as this Sabbath was a very solemn |
day. 5o they asked Filate to have the legs of
the condemned men broken, so they might take
the bodies away.

The soldiers came and broke the legs of the
first man and of the other whe had been
crucified with Jesus, When they came o
Jesgus, they sow that he woe clready dead; so
they did not break his legs. One of the
soldiers, however, prerced his side with a lance
and immediately there came out blood and
water.

This is the testimony given by one who saw it:
| hiz testimony is true. And Another kmows that
he speaks the truth. This man gives his witness
so that you may believe aos well.  All this
happened to fulfil the words of Scripture, Nof|
ane of his bones will be broken Ancther text
says: They shall look en him whom they hove
pierced.

After this, Joseph of Arimathea approorhed
Pilate, for he was o disciple of Jesus, although
secretly, for fear of the Jews, And he asked
Pilate to let him remove the body of Jesus,
Pilete agreed. 5o, he come and took away the

body.

Micodemus, the man who earlier had come to
Jesuz by night, alse came and brought a jar of
imyrrh mixed with aloes, about a hundred
pounds, They fook the body of Jesus and
wrapped it in linen cloths with the szpices,
following the burial custom of the Jews.

There wee a garden in the plece where Jesus
had been crucified and, in the garden, a new
Tamb in which no one had ever been laid. As the
tomb was very near, they buried Jesus there
becowse they had no time left before the
Jewish Preparation Day,

Jn. 180 31—42

Commentary on the text

| There was a law that the bodies of criminals should
| be buried the same day. {Deul. 21: 22—23). Breaking
their legs would hasten death because those
hanging on the cross would suffoczte.

lohn seas the deep significance of the pierced side /
heart of lesus and the blood and water that flow
out from his heart. John does this by referring to
the Old Testament:

The referance
is to Psalm 34 which is partly reproduced on the
next page. It is a promise that God is close to the
broken hearted.

Not ane of his bones will be broken:

It i5 also a reference to the Paschal lambs. Those
preparing the lambs for slaughter were told not to
| break their bones {Ex. 12: 48)

They shall look on him whom they hove pierced.
The reference is to Zechariah 12: 10 - 13:1, which is
reproduced on the next page. God promises to
pour out the spirit of compassion on his broken
paaple.

lohn sees the water that came out of lesus’ heart
@5 2 sign that the Spirit of God had now been
poured out over the world. This is the final sign of
all the many references to living water in John's
gospel and throughout the Old Testament.

The blood is the life force; Jesus pours out his life to
persuade us of his love . (See 1 Jn. 1:7)

| John gives this witness so thot you may believe gs

1

| | well,

Christians have seen the water and blood as signs
of the sacraments of baptism and the Eucharist, the
means by which we receive God's lowve zt the
beginning and throughout our life’s journey.

The final scene of Jesus’ burial is quiet and sombre;
twig, secret disciples find the courage to use their
influence to have Jesus buried with dignity.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY

1. Aswell a5 the activities recommended on page 17, your students might like to draw / paint a
picture of their understanding and appreciation of the blood and water flowing from the pierced
heart of Jesus to bring new life to the whole warld.
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Psalm 34: 19—23

The Lord is close to the broken hearted
and helps those crushed in spirit.

Many are the troubles of the just,

but the Lord delivers them out of them all.

He keeps intact all of their bones,

and none of them will be broken.

Evil will slay the wicked;

the enemies of the just will be doomed.
But the Lord redeems the life of his
servants; nohe of those who trust in him
will be doomed.

P

Behiold the man.

Zechariah 12: 10—13:1

I will pour out a spirit of compassion on the family of

David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. They will look on

the one they have pierced. They will mourn for the slain

ohe as for an only child and weep bitterly as for a firs®-

born....... Thase pictures and texts may help

On that day a spring will well up for the family of David XOHESIRABOE= I Thesk crine| peflechin

anhd for the inhabitants of Jerusalem to cleanse them- s Il:il.l.rnallrl-g thh& IppTCpTIaiE
delves o s detil | scenes in the previous pages.
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12.4

COMMITMENT TO LIFE

In his letter to all Christians— The Joy of the Gospel— Pope Francis writes:

The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus, These whe accept
his offer of salvation are set free from sin. sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness. With
Christ joy is constantly born anew

I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with
Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encourter them:

I ask all of you o do this unfailingly each day. No one should think that this invitation iz not
meant for him or her, since “no ohe is excluded from the joy brought by the Lord”.

The Lord does not disappoint those who take this risk; whenever we fake ¢ step towards
Jesus, we come to redlize that he is dready there, waiting for us with open erms. MNow is the
time to say to Jesus: "Lord, I have let myself be deceived; in o thousand ways I have shunned
your love, yet here I am once more, te renew my covenant with you. I need you, Save me once
again, Lord, teke me once more into your redeeming embrace”. How good it feels To come back
to him whenever we are losH

The suggested activities in this part of the Unit, and in the previous section, are designed to help your
students “to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ.™

In the final two Chapters of his Gospel, St. John offers three pictures of the risen Lord with his disciplas.

In the first picture, through the person of Mary of Magdala, 5. John teaches us how we can experisnce
the presence of the risen Lord today. This is through the practice of quiet prayer of the heart, sitting still
in our confusion and troubles and waiting for the Lord Lo call our name.

In the second picture, John teaches us the four key performance indicators of those who have met and
been touchad by the risen Lord.

In the third picture, John teaches us how lesus accepts our doubts and can bring a stronger faith out of
whatever doubts we have.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

1. For each of the scenes in the following pages, invite your students to:
= Sit with Jesus in quiet prayer and listen to what he says,
- Reflect on how this scene coyld be applied Lo their own journey.
= Journal zbout thair reflections.

= Share their reflections with their companion.




The Lerd iz rizen

| Now, on the first doy after the Sabbath, Mary of
Mogdale come to the tomb early in the morning,
while it was still dork and she saw that the stone
blocking the tomb had been moved away, So, she
ran to Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus
loved. And she said to them: “They have faken
the Lord oud of fhe fomb and we dont know
where they have fard him.

Peter then set out with the other disciple to go |
to the tomb. They ran together but the other |
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first, |
He bent down and saw the linen clothes lying flat, |
but he did not enter.

Then Simon Peter came following him and entered |
the tomb; he too, saw the linen clothes lying flar. |
The napkin, which had been put around his head |
was not lying flat like the other linen clothes but |
it stayed rolled up in its place. Then the other
disciple who had reached the tomb first also went
in; he sew ond believed. For oz yet they did net
know That the Scriptures foretold his rising from
the dead.

After that the disciples went home sgain.

Mary stood weeping outside the tomb and as she
wept she bent down to look inside; and she sow
two angels in white sitting where the body of
Jesus had been, one at the heod and the other ot
the feet. They said: "Woman, wiy are pou weep-
ing?" She answered: "Because they have faken my
Lord and T don't know where they have put him.”

As she said this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not recognize him,
Jesus said to her: "Woman, why are you wesping?
Who are you lvoking for?™ She thought it was the
gardener and answered him: "IF you have taken
him away. fell me where you have put him, and T
will go ond remave him.”

Jesus said to her: “Mary”, She turned and said to
him.“Rabbani” - which means Master Jesus soid
te her: "Do aot hold on fo me you see I have not
yet ascended fo the Father. But go fo my
brothers and say fo them: I am ascending fo my
Father, whe is your Father, 1o my Sod, who is
oo soal”

Se Mary of Magdala went and zoid o the

disciples: T have seen The Lord and this is what
he said to me.” Jn.20: 1- 18

Commentary on the text

John continues to describe what God does
through the death and resurrection of lesus. |t
changes everything.

Mast Christian groups now worship on ‘the first
day after the Sabbath’ to remember and celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus. L is called The Lord’s

Doy, (C.F Acts 20: 7).

While it was still dark: The disciples were still
caught in the darkness of Jesus® death and their
own feelings of hopelessness. For them, the light
of the world had not yet risen.

The stone had been moved away: To experience
tha risen Lord, some stone may have to be moved

away from our hearts,

John may have described how lJesus’ burial
clothes were neatly arranged to challenge one of
the stories spread by the religious leaders that
robbers had stolen his body,

John and Peter both witnessed an empty lomb.
Only John believed. The author is teaching us that
one who loves can see the deeper meaning of
events more clearly.

In the story of Mary of Magdala, John teaches all
disciples how one who loves, and knows they are
loved, can transform even the tomb into a place

of revelation and deep joy. lohn teaches how the |
disciple can meet and recognise the risen Lord
today. We can do this by:

Going into the garden of our own hearts;

- Ztaying there with all our questions, our lack of
understanding, our sadness;

- Waiting Tor lesus to call our name.

lesus chase 2 woman to be the first witness to his
resurrection. The law courts of that fme would
|

'ntnt recognise the witness of a woman, but Jesus
| did.

| Whenever we encounter Jesus in a new or desper
way, he sends us on mission to our brothers and

sisters.




Jesus gives the Holy Spirit

On the evening of that day, the first day after
the Sabbath, the doors were locked where the
disciples were, becouse of their fear of the
Jews, but Jesus came and stood amongst them,
He said to them: "Pedce be with you,” then he

showed them his hands and his side. The!

disciples kept looking ot the Lerd and were full
|of jov.

Again Jesus said To them: "Peace be with you
As the Father has seaf me, so I am sending
you™ Then he breathed on them and said to
them: "Receive the Holy Spirit: for those whose
sins you forgive, they are forgiven: for those
whose sins you retain, they are retained,

Jne 200 18—25

{h breathe on me, breath of God,
fill me with e anaw.

Thal | may love what thou dost love,
and do what thou wouldst do.

Oh breathe on me, breath of God,
urilil rvy heart is pure,

Untl with hee | have one wil,

b o andd B endure.

Dh brealhe on me, breath of God,
urdil my Reart is pune.,

Lintil this earhly pat of me

ghows with thy fire divine.

O breathe on me, breath of God,
g0 shall | never die,

Bait. live with lhee the perfact life
2 thine eternity.

Commentary on the text

This sceme s Pentecost for 55 John, In this scene he
spells out more clearly the scene when the soldier
pierced Jesus® side and blood and water flowed out.

\What doors do we lived locked behind because of

our fears?
What stories do a person's scars tell?

in the previous scene St John taught wus how to
meet the risen Lord. Now he teaches us the key
performance indicators of anyone who has met and
been touched by Lhe risen Lord. These are the four
key  indicators of Christian discipleship and evange
lisation.

= An experience of peace and jay.
L] Mwareness of being sent on mission.
= Bring baptised in the Holy Spirit.

* Empowerment to forgive.

| Then he bregthed on them: God breathed life into

the first man, Adam. Jesus breathes his own Spirit
into  his disciples to empower them to have
communion with the Father and live a new way of
lifa.

lohn has been preparing us for this gift of Jesus’
spirit  since the beginning of his Gospel
{1:33; 4:14; 35-6; T:37; 1416, 15:268; 16:8; 17:26)
By this we know that we abide in him ond he in us,
because he has given us his Spirit. (1Jn 4:13)

It might be useful ta help your students revise what
wias written in Unit 11.4 about forgiving and retain-
ing sins.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

1. Intheir quiet prayer and reflection (Page 25), encourage your students to reflect on any doors they
rmight have locked in their lives. Who are they trying to keep out? Who fwhat are they alraid of?

2.  They might also like to reflect on:

3 the stories behind the scars of Lheir lives;

- their experience of peace and joy;

- their experience of being sent on mission:

their awareness of being baptised in the Spirit;

. their awareness of being empowared to forgive.

27




Jesus and Thotios:

Thomas, the Twin, one of the Twelve, wos not
The other
diseiples told him, "We have seenr the Lord ™ But
he replied: "Un#il I have seen in his hands the
print of the nails, and put iy finger in the mark
of the noils and my hand in his side, I will not
believe,”

with them when Jesuz come.

Eight days later, the disciples were in the house
againh ahd Thomas was with them. Despite the
locked doors Jesus came in  He stood among
them and said: "Peace be with you.”

Then he said to Thomas, Put your finger here
and see my hands: strefch out your hond and put
it info my side. DowbT no longer but believe. ”

Thomas then saidi  "Yow are my Lord and my
God”. Jesus replied: "You belfeve because you
see me, dont you? Hoppy are these who balieve
.:m"r.&mgh they do not see ma,”

Conclusion I

There are maty other signs that Jesus gave in
the presence of his disciples but they are not|
recarded in this bogk. These are recorded s::-
that you may believe that Jesus is the Chr:’st,%
the 3on of &od; believe and you will have Il'f:;-_';
through his name,

Jn. 20 26—31

Commentary on the text

There is a lot of Thomas in each of us. We are not
content to learn about lesus or about life, from
others. We want to experience it for ourselves.

One of the big cuttural divides today is the so called
conflict between scientific knowledge and faith
knowledge., Thomas wanls to expsriment and
dizcover the truth for himself, Jesus welcomes this

and invites Thomas to discover the truth for himself.

Thomas once asked lesus: How can we know the
wayr. Mow Jesus does show Thomas the way, It is
the way of a personal encounter with the risen Lord,
of experiencng his wounds, both in quiet prayer of
contemplation, in the wounds of our brathers and

sisters and in our own wounds,

The doors were focked. Qur fiears do not stop Jesus
from coming to us and inviting us into a deeper
relationshig with him.

Thomas experiences Jesus’ faithful love for him; this
empowers Thomas fo respond with faithful love
towards Jesus and deeper insight into who Jesus is
far him. You are my Lord and my God.

Jesus praises those who have not ver had a2
personal experience of his presence and lave, but
who still believe in him.

John's Gospel is about the strugsle between belief
and unbelief.:

He came to what was his own ond his own people
did not accept him., (1-10)

Even though Jesus hod done so many mirgculous
sigms amonyg thewm, they didn't believe in Rim {12:37)

S0 that vou may believe and have life through his

ngme, (2n3)




Appendix: Jesus and Peter and John

disciples by the lake of Tiberias. This is how it
happened:
Twin, Nathaniel from Cana in Galilee, the sons
of Zebedee and two other disciples were
Together.

Simen Peter, Thomas, caolled the

Simon Pefer said: "I am going
fishing”. They replied: :"We will come with you",
and they went out and got into the boat. But

they caught nothing all night.

When day had already broken, Jesus was stand-
ing on the shere, but he disciples did not know
{that it was Jesus. Jesus called to them:
| "Children, have you anything to eat?” They
answered: “"Mothing." Then he said to them:
“throw the net on the right side of the boot and
you will find some.” When they hed lowered the
net, they were not able to pull it in because of
the great number of fish,

Then the disciple Jesus loved =sqid to Peter: "It
i5 The Lord!" At these words Simon Peter put
on his clothes, for he was stripped for work,

came in The beat dragging the net full of fish;
they were not far from land, abeut o hundred

meters,

When they landed, they saw a charcoa fire
there with fish on it and some bread. Jesus
said to them: "Bring seme of the fish you have
Just caught." So Simon Peter climbed into the
beat and pulled the net to shore. Tt was full of
big fizh - one hundred and fifty three - but in
spite of this the net was not torn,

{.]'esus soid to them: “Come and hove break-
fast,” and not one of the disciples dared ask
him, 'Who are you? for they knew it was the
Lord. Jesus then came and took the bread and
gave it to them and he did the some with the
fi=h,

This wos the third time that Jesus revealed
himself to his disciples after rising from the
dead.

After this Jesuz revealed himself to the

and jumped into the water. The other disciples |

Commentary on the text

This final Chapter in John's gospel was probably
written by some of John's disciples, people like us
whio had rot seen but had belisved.

Their story is about a proup of believers who are
going about their everyday activities, but without
much joy ar success or sense of achievernent. “But
they cought nothing all night”.

Then they hear a woice which comes from a
distance, from across the water or from deep
within. The voice is friendly and asks about the

situation Lthey are in.

The voice challenges them to try again, to do things
a bit differently. They may think this is a2 waste of
time but when they respond to the voice they are

| surprised by the results.

Those who live in me and | in them bear much fruit
but opart from me you coh do nothing (Jn. 15:5),

Love recognises who the voice belongs to. 1wl

reveal! myself to the one who loves me. (Jn. 14:21).
The man of action immediately responds.

The disciples find that Jesus has prepared a meal for
them. The many meals in John's gospel all point
towards the Eucharist, where disciples experience
his hospitality and faithful and forgiving love.

One hundred and fifty three is symbolic of the many
people the Lord would draw to himself through the
mission of his disciples. And when | am lifted up|
from the earth | will drow all to myself. (n. 12:32).

The net was not [orn because it was under the
guidance of 5imon Peter. Jesus’ disciples will be
united if they remain under the guidance of the one

appointed by Jesus.




Appendix: Jesus and Peter and John

After they had finished breakfast, Jesus saoid to
Simon Peter: "Simen, seh of John, do you love me
mere than These?” He onswered: "Yes, Lord, you
know that I love you." And Jesus said: "Feed my
lambz,”

A second time Jesus soid to him: “Simen, son of
and Feter ahswered:
“Yes, Lord, you know that T love you™ And Jesus
said: "Loek after my she=p.”

John, do you love me ?*

John, do you love me 2"

Feter was saddened becouse Jesus asked kil a

And a third time he said te him: "Simon, son of |

you know everything; you know that I love you.”

Jesuz then gaid, "Feed my sheep. Truly I say ’mé
you, when you were young you put on your bel and
walked where you liked. But when you grow old,
you will stretch out your hands and another will
|put @ belt around you and lead you where you do
| not wish to go." Tesus spoke like this to show the
kind of death by which Peter was to glorify God.
And he added: “Follow me.”

Peter looked back and sow that the disciple Jesus
loved was following as well, the one who had
reclined close o Jesus at the supper and had
asked him, "Lord, whe is to betray you? On
seging him Peter asked Jesus, "Lord, what about
him?" Jesus answered, “If I want him te remain
until T come, does that concern you? Follow me."

Becauge of thiz the rumour spread among the
brothers that this disciple would not die. Yet
Jesus had not said to Peter, "He will not die”, but
*suppose I want him to remain until T come.”

It is this disciple who testifies about the things
he has recorded here and we know that his
But Jesus did many other
things: if all were written down, I think that the
world itself would not hold the books recording
Jn. 21015 - 24

testimony s true.

tham.

third time, ‘Do you love me?’, and he said: “lord, |

| Peter died a martyrs death in the year 86 or 67 in
| Rome. John was still alive in the vear 90, He was
the last of the witnesses of Christ and many

Commentary on the text

Jesus does not ask Simon Peter if he is sormy f-.:.r!
denving him, or why he did it or how he will ma[-:g:?
up for his sin and failure or if he will l:lrarnise_!
never bo do it again. Jesus goes to the heart of the |
matter and asks the deepest question, ::_hallertging;
Peter 1o respond from his hearl. This is how Peter
experienced forgiveness,

Peter's sadness when lesus asked him the third
time is the sadness of a humble repentant heart:
it is healing sadness.

Feed my lambs: The sheep belong to Jesus. Peter
is given the waork of feeding them. Peter's mission
of taking care of the Nock is out af his love for

Jesus, not for any sense of power or financial gain.
{z=e {Petar & 1-5)

All disciples are asked by Jesus: Do you love me?
When disciples can answer “pes®. despite their
sins and weakness, lesus gives them a mission to
give pastoral care to his flock and to follow him

| out of love.
|

thought he would not die until the Lord would
come again. The writer of this appendix insists
this was not whal Jesus promised.

lesus” final words to Peter - follow me - are the
last words spoken by Jesus in the Gospel. They
are addressed to every reader of the Gospel,
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

1 Invite your students to discuss and plan how they can build their commitment ta life into their
graduation ceremonies.,

2. Invite them to reflect on the vision and mission stalerment of the Catholic Church:

. What do they experience being called by the Fother, sent by Jesus and moved by the
Holy Spirit to be and to do?

THE VISION AND MISSION STATEMLENT OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCII
VISION

We. the Catholic Church in Papua New Guineg
are alive in Christ
witnessing the love of God in the world

MISSION

Called by the Father, sent by Jesus
and moved by the Holy Spirit,
we strive to promote God's Kingdom
by witnessing the Good News,
by fostering growth in holiness for all
and by encouraging fuller participation
in Church and society,
£0 a8 to transform the world
through the love of Christ.
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