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PROLOGUE

I gives me speciol pleasure to fulfil the wish of the
author by wrnting on introduction fo fhe hife and work
of my predecessor, Archbishop Lowis Couppé, pioncer
Bishop of Mew Britoin. For thot which we witness foday,
a growing and conselidating of the young Church of New
Britain, in the Archdiccese of Eobaul, iz founded on the
orgonisation, zeal, the trust in God ond love for the
people, of a man of God possessed of great foresight.

A man lives on in his work. This becomes only too
trve  in Archbizshop Couppé. From the beginning he
involved the indigenes in hizs work: the spreading of
the Gospel, the living of the Gospel and the building of
the young Church of Mew Britain.

Thiz idea he realized in the foundation of the "Daugh
fers of Mory Immocolate”.  The beginnings were hord,
the history during their first 50 years a list of irials:
the disegse that almost wiped out the Congregation, Hhe
war with its trials, toil, persecutions and brutalily on the
one hand, and brovery, courage, trust in God and Qur
Lady, on the other; Irials which demonstrated clearly
that the Congregalion was a work of God.

The post-wor development, the renewal of religious
life, the particuler emphasis on education, health, tech-
nical and social work among their own,, their understan-
ding of the times and needs of the people, oz well as
their readiness to do the best for everyone, fill me with
greal hope for the future of the lacal Church.

In the light of the Second VWotican Council, their spirit,
and their progress, crown the idea of their Founder and
the Church. Maoy their example inspire maony young
girls of these islands to follow in their footsteps, to
maoke the Church of New Britain their own service to the
pecple,

-+ Jl. Hoehne,
Archbishop of Rabaul
August, 1745
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

| wish to acknowledge my indebledness to all those
who assisted me in preparing this booklet - especially
to Rev. Mother M. 5t Paul nng her community of Dauwgh-
ters of Mary Immoculate and all those who supplied
information connected with the life and times of his Lord-
ship Bishop Couppé M.5.C.

Some of the material in thiz boock has been gathered
from 75 Glorious Years"”, "Toloigy” and “Pioneers of the
South Seas” o copy of which was kindly supplied by
Rev. Father Kiessler, M.5.C

Miss Frances Connelly gave volecble service in typing
the manuscript ond to her | offer groteful thanks. Let
us hope that in the not toe distont future, an abler pen
than mine will write a fuller agcount of the life ond la-
bours of the first great Vicor Apostolic of New Britam
and the surrcunding islands - Archbishop Lovis Couppe.

Yunopope,
August, 1968

To the Golden Jubilarions of the Congregotion of the
Daughters of Mary Immaculate,

and
to the memory of the pioncer Davghters of Our Lody of

the Sacred Heort who frained them, this booklet is of-
fectionately dedicoted.




PART |

OFF TO THE SOUTH SEAS

Bishop Lovis Couppé, the first Vicar Apostolic of Maw
Britain, Mew Ireland, Monus ond Sclomon Islonds was
born at Romorantin in the Diocese of Blois, France, on
th Avgust, 1850. As a young man he entered the
Seminary ond waos ordained @ secular priest on 30th
May, 1874. His desire to become o Missionary led him
to apply fo the Missionaries of the Socred Heorf for
entrance to their Order, [t was with great difficulty
that he obtained permission from his Bishop to do so
and he entered at last on 26th June, 1880.

His first profession os an M.5.C. priest was made at
“Gera”, Helland, on 25th July, 1881, and his final Wows
were mode in Rome on 25th July, 1884, On 20th March,
1881, Pope Leoc Xl invited Father Chevalier, M.5.C.
to send his priests to New Guined, Mew Britain and
"“Mew France™, as Mew Irelond was then callad.

It was in the vear of Bishop Couppt's first profassion,
six months after Pope Leo hod expressed his wish on the
matter, that the first five missionories set out from
Marseilles for their great underfoking - o spread the
Gospel in Popua and Mew Guinea.

In Singopore, Father Superior Durin become so ill thot
he hod fo return to France, accomponied by his nephew,
Brother Durin. Affer ferrible hardships ond a voyage
lasting 293 days, the first three missionaries, Faothers
Mavarre ond Gromille and Brother Fromm, londed in
Matupit on the feast of 5t. Michael, 1882. On that day
they fulfilled the Holy Fother's order: “"Go fo MNew
Britain™.

On landing the missionories walked over the “Mother™
Mountain fo Modup. There they were joyfully received
by the people, ond that evening they returned to Mao-
tupit, where their ship wos onchored. A day or two
later they hired a conce, loaded their cargo in it and
sailed around to Meodup., Maony Nodup people believe
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Fother hiles Chevalier, Founder of the Missionorios of the Socrod
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Father Andrew MNavarre whe
fed tha firsk band of

M5.C pricsfs and Brothers
te Tand al Malupit |slond
on Itk Septembor, 18R,

thot the first Missinnaries of the Sacred Hecrt landed
ot Modup, Though the first mission station was of Mo-
dup, their first londing was of Moatupit on that historic
day in 18872,

The missionaries remained ¢ Modup for six manths,
Howewver, Father Movarre considered {hot Modup wos
nof  cenfral enaugh, so he bought land af what  was
then called Kininigunan ond today is nomed Kokopo.
This area was inhobited by rother fierce Matives gnd
by Queen Emma and her fomily. The missionaries byl
their mission house on the exact spot whare the Kokopo
Club stands taday.

Father Blay, MEC, one of the early missionaries in
Mew Britain {and brother of ane of the Bairing “'Mar-
trrs™l, writing of the Matives of Ocecnia in gencral
Srys:

“When the missionaries come fo the islands of Ocea.
tia the people wera wild men of {he jungle. In some
places they were cannibals, in other ploces they were
headhunfers puiting the bones of their victims in their
houzes. Everywhera they made stotpes of stone or wood
and they worshipped  them, Eslieving that the dewvils
were in these stofues they offered gifts 1o them in
order to appease their anger, All kinds of sorcery and
mOgic were practised g chase away the evil spirits from
the sick people. Not knowing aboys the life of the souyl
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some thought that the life of man finished with deoth,
whilst others thought the spirit of man went into the

sea or info the dense jungle or to the pluce of all the
evil spirits,

“While they were on earth they gave themsclves up
to fighting, immorality, stealing ond everywhere there
waos feor and sadness. The men of one place could not
go to another place for fear of being killed. The people
feared to walk outside in the daorkness for fear of the
evil spirits or even of their friends. Even inside the
house they were afraid of the evil spirits or of an enemy
putting poson info ther food or on their belonoings.
The devil degraded and held in chains these people of
former times and did cll in his power to prevent them
from following the light afterwards.”

Willage group of Mew Britgin Motives token in the early doys of
the mission
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EARLY TROUELES

The missiongries built their permanent house in Kokopo
an April, 1883 On Z7th June of that veor, everything
they possessed was destroved by fire, o fire instigoted
By o Eurcpecn planfer. They lost zo much that the
priests were unable fo say Holy Mass for the next
twelve months., The socred wvessels, vestments and Sa-
oed Heart banner specaolly blessed for the Missionaries
by His Holiness Pope Leo Xl were lost in the flames.
The missionaries in the blazing building just manogad
to escape with their lives that might.

Seeing they were left homeleszs, Father Mavarre de-
cided fo go fo Awvsirolio to get o pre-fobricoted house,
a frip of many meonths in those days of no plones aond
infrequent boats fravelling fo Australio. In his obsence,
Fother Gromille, without breviary or altar, staved alone
at Yolavolo with o froder colled Dupre, studying the
language and looking after the sick, Brother Frormm had
become so ill that he hod to return to Fronce. While
there, he studied for the priesthood ond later returned
to Mew Britain. His sister, Mother M. Odile, was Superior
af the first Sisters of Our Lody of the Sacred Heart fo
come fo New Britain.

Picnenr Missionery Siskers of i
OL5H in Maw Britoin.

Mother M. Odile Superior of
first five Sisters to orrve
in T8¥2. (Fromt rew right).




Women of Mew Britain in the eorly doys befors the Sisters come
e help fhe missionaries in their schools and hospitals.

In 1884, Father Mavarre returned with four new mis-
sipnaries: Fathers Hartzer, Gallard ond Vaton, ond Bro-
ther de Sonlos. Fathers Gramaille and Vaten stayed
at Wolovolo whilst Father Gaillard begon the mission
al Molagunon.  (Father Gromaille lofer died ond was
buried at Yolavele where his tomb is inside the churchl)

In September of that yeor, 1884, the Holy Father
asked the Missionaries of the Socred Heart to begin o
mission in Papwo.  The Fathers in Mew Britain were
called upon to make the beginning,. The priests held o
conference at Kininigunan (Kokepel and it was decided
to send Fother {lofer Archbishop) Mavarre to Thursday
Island so that from there o way might be found over
fo Port Moresby,

12




In the meantime, Father Lowis Couppé with Father
Yerios [fhe holy missionory whose couse for oononizo-
tion is being exomined in Rome] hod left Issoudun in
company with three |loy Brothers ond the first Mission-
ary Sisters of OLSH. They were destined to do great
work for the Socred Heort in Thursdow Island, Mew
Britain and Papua, but there were to be many tricizs
before thot come fo pass.

At Marseilles, Father Veriuzs become wvery ill with ihe
dread typhoid fever and had to remain in hospifal while
the others continued their jourmey. [ Then during the
journey Fother Couppé clso fell ill from fyphoid fewver.
iIn those days this was a terrible sickness lasting abouf
six weeks, The potient wos given only milk to drink
and wos often unconscious for weeks) Thus when their
ship "Salozie” anchored at the islond of Bourbon, Father
Couvppe wos cormied to the hospifol while the Brothers
were received by the Holy Ghost Fathers and the Sisfers
stoved ot the conwvent of the Doughters of Mary.

The stote of Fother Couppé's heolth socon become
worsze and he osked for and received the lost Socro-
ments. The Sisters, greotly olarmed, praoyed earnestly
o Owr Lody nof to allow their Fother fo be token from
them.  They decded to begin o solemn Novena fo QOur
Lady of the Sacred Heort, "Hope of the Hopeless™. At
once they went fo the whaorf fo gef the stotve of "O.LS.H.
which hod besn presented to them of Marssilles by the
Sisters of the Holy Naome of lesus. At the convent of
the Doughfers of Maory, the stofue wos given a frium-
phal reception, The Superior and her Sisters carried the
stafue to the altor prepared for it in their chopel.

The children from the school, people who sympoth-
ised with the sick priesi, and the Sisters who depended
on him fo condugt them to their missions in Popua and
Mew Britain, oll united daoily in the solemn Movena, Our
Lady waos never leff alone; each day the crowd of native
people increased until Father Couppé grodually recover-
ed from the illness which hod brought him so dose fo
death

Then a boot from Fronce colled into Bourbon. On
board wos Father Verius, unoware of the presence on
the islond of Fother Couppf and the other missionaries.
Father Yerivs was suffering from a relopse of fever and
himself hod to enter hospital there. Af lost, on Fih
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Jonuary, 1885, all the missionaries soiled for Australio
on the good ship "Cdledonion”. How grateful they
were to the kind missionaries of Bourbon who haod
bEfr{EndEd them in their hour of need for two whaole
months,

The ship rapidly bore the priests, Brothers ond Sisters
towards Australia, ond they were happy to be drowing
necrer and neorer fo those whom they called their
“dear natives’. For them, Australia was te be just a
port of coll. All their thoughts, prayers and desires
carried them forther on tewards the tropics, to those
splendid islands of Mew Guinea and MNew Britain where
pogon souls awaited them.

Howewver, in the designs of Providence the Austrolian
confinent, foo, was destined to become a field of frurtful
opastalate for the Missionaries of the Socred Heart
and the Doughters of Ouwr Lody of the Sacred Heart. In
the all-wise designz: of Providence only the lesoder of
this missicnory band, Fother Couppé, was destined fo
lobour for the glory of the Sacred Heart in Mew Britain
There he become the first Bishop, in o lond that was
wholly pogan, connibalistic ond primitive, but scon o
owaken from the long yeors of darkness throwgh the
lubours of o band of realous missionaries with Bishop
Lovis Couppé as fothe. and Leader.

HALT IN AUSTRALIA. DEPARTURE FOR PAPUA

When Father Couvppé ond his missionaries arrived in
Sydney, Caordinal Moran [whe was the head of the
Church in Australio) asked the Sisters to take charge of
a school in Sydney which had already been built by
pious Catholics,. There were few Sisters in Australia ot
that fime ond it was difficult to find teachers for Cotho-
e schools. Many children . knew nothing of their holy
religion, and big boys and girls of thirteen ond fourteen
hod not yet mode their Frst Holy Communion. It was
I:IhEl:IEEE of "How shall they learm if no one teaches
them?"

Sister M. Xavier, from Irelond, was clready a trained
teacher, so she took chorge of the school in Botany,
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and a loy fegcher wos employed to assist her. The joy
of the Catheolic parents knew no bounds an the first
doy the school opened. From thot first OL3H Aus-
tralion school came forth mony missionary vocgtions.

The Cardinal also asked for o priest to remain, so for
o time Fother Couppé took charge of the porish of
Botany while looking after the business interests of the
missions. [his perod in Austrolia enobled ham to get
a E;f-c:ud knowledge of English, so necessary for his fufure
lakours,

Father Werivs gccomponied Father Movarre to Thurs-
day Island. From there they muode every endeavour to
cross over to Popuo. People fried to dissuade them
from il. “The climate is deadly,” they were told, “the
natives the cruellest in existence”. © Coptains of ships
demanded possoge money too high for the mismionaries
to pay. Al cnother fime the Commissioner of the Brtish
Government forbode ships to carry the Cathelic mission-
aries into Papua.

Father Mavarre ocknowledged his helplessness and
puf everything inte the hands of Our Lady of the Socred
Heart, the "Hope of the Hopeless.” Their prayers were
heard and Father Werius with two loy Brothers set out
on the dangerous expedition over an unknown sea full
of reefs. To make matters worse, they hod ne pilot.
However, the ship was blessed ond Our Lady of the
Socred Heort was offically nomed pilot of the "Gordon”™
for its voyage to Popua. A small bronze stotue of Our
Lody blessed ot Rome was ploced on deck. It was 19th
-Julne,d 1885 thot the waliant band sef sail from Thursday
Eslomal,

After battling threusgh furicus seas, hordships ond
unfold dangers, the “Gordon” landed the first three mis-
sionaries of Papua ot Yule lsland on 1st July of thot year.
As the mission of Mew Britain had been dedicated to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, this in Pogpua was nomed in
honour of Qur Lady of the Socred Heort. On Auvugust
971k, 1884, Father Couppé londed ot Yule [sland. He
was of great assistance te Father Verius in laying the
foundaofions of the new mission. Together they explored
the mainlond, naming @ river discovered after 5&
Joseph.
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FIRST VICAR APOSTOLIC OF NEW BRITAIN.

The follawing year, 1887, Father Mowarre was conse-
crated Bishop of Popua aond Mew Britain. Howewver, he
was worn out by fever and hardships, so two yeors loler
the Holy Fother nominoted Fother Couppé fo be the
first octual Bishop of Mew Brilain, Mew Irelond, Manus
end the Solomen lslands. He waoas consecrated Bishop
in the chapel of the M.S.C. Monastery ot Anbwerp,
Belgivm, in 1890,

With the oppointment of Bishop Couppé as its head,
the real life of the New Britain mission hegan. With o
mere handful of missicnaries labouring under many hard-
ships, he put his hand to the plough end never locked
back, For thirfy-three years he spent himself in the
service of God, his missionaries and his people. Fother
Gearge Boegershausen, M.S.C., wrifes:- “From this fime
onwards churches, schools and boording schoolz were
erected, plantations were plonted, sowmills introduced
to further the moterial needs of the mission”

Typical missionory's house in the early doys




Above all, the opostolic lobour for souls began in
eamest.  All Bishop Couppé's gifts of soul, heart and
mind were broughf to bear on spreading the peace ond
joy of our holy Religion to these poor people steeped
in the fear and daorkness of pogonism.

The Bishop wos not only holy ond zealous: he waos
also possessed of great business foresight. On foot, on
horseback, by small ships, ond later by a three whesaled
car driven by Hubert Zander, he travelled far and wide
around Mew Britain, Mew Ireland and Manus in grder to
find suvitable sites for future mission stations. The Bishop
was never safisfied with general abzervations or second
hond reporiz. He would exgmine ancherages by swim-
ming underwoter fo make sure of their safety for ships.
In every place he thought would be o suitable location
for o mission station in the future he bought lond for
Church, priests and Cotechists. Thus was set up the
excellent foundation for the mission we have todoy.
He opened vp the Boinings af Vunamarita, Manus at
Papitalai, New Ireland at Namatanai and Rakanda, and
many other ploces,

From Germany in 1900 he bought a lorge sawmill and
equipment. Becouse the ship could not navigote the
Toriv River the corge wos dumped on the coast near
Maondres; from there the small mission ship “Gobriel”
towed the lof to the site chosen for the sowmill of To-
riv. The Brothers built it up as best they could but it was
not wntil 1903 that the first timber was cut.

In the years 1901-1%03 many missionaries arrived from
Evrope. Bishop Couppé wished fo have o strong foof-
hold in the Gunantung area [Gazelle Peninsulz). How-
ever, the Gowvemnment in Mew Britoin and Popua hed
divided the couniry into “spheres of influence™. In 1890
when Bishop Couppé woas consecroted Bishop, the Ger.
man Government had introduced the system into the
Gazelle Peninsule, Taking Paparotava or Toma as a
centre, a line woas drawn from Tome to Weberhaven
in the north and to Rolvana in the south. The Catholic
Mission was to work south of this fine in which there
were not so many people. There were alregdy two
Catholic stations in the northern area ot Volavolo and
Malogunan gnd here the Cothelic missionaries were al-
lowed fo work, but only on their own sfations. This
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Waiting for the Sister o come and bring relief to o tired old man

divizion of the Gazelle Peninsulo mode Cotholic exten-
zion of mission influence clmost impossible,

In order to expand the work os well oz pessible,
the priests ot Volavolo and Maologunan froined cote-
chists who went into the villages to feach and lead
the prayers. On Sundoys the people used to gather for
Mass on the two stations.

In 1896 great crowds come for instruchion. = A real
problem was in dealing with the sick ond dying. In the
case of sick calls ond death what were they fo do? The
Bishop instructed the priests that in sech coses they
were to go to the sick ond dying whe needed them.
Thus litHe by little the dividing of the Methodist ond
Cathalic Missions into “spheres of influence” become o
dead letter. (The law waos in force from 20th Jonuary,
1890, to 7th March, 1899}
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About this time o court cose crose ghout the cwner-
ship of the lond occupied then by the Cotholic mission-
aries on the ploce where Kokopo now stands, The
dispute was between Queen Emmao and the mission.
The Germaon Government decided the matfer with a
Seleman-like judgment: The land north of Kokopo was o
g2 to Queen Emma; 40 hectares south (Vunopope todayl
wids fo go to the mission, whilst the disputed lond around
Kokopo was kept for the German Government itself

Thus the Bishop maode Vunopope the main Cotholic
mission centre. Here the young missionaries came to be
trained for their life's work, and here, too, the sick and
aoged missionaries would spend their lost days before
being corried to their last resting ploce omong the
pecple for whom they had glodly soent their lives.

The old house ot Kekopo was pulled down, enlarged
and converted into o boording school conducted by the
QLSH. Sisters. Thus began the greot educational
establishments which Howrish in Vunopope today.

Qld nathes warman
hr.'b-|l:.'ir'|g her
pracicus pig




erz opened o school and orphonage wnder the direction ofF an

Photo token of Poporatova about the year 1924 when the FML
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A small Catechists’ schoal was begun in Vunspope
i 18%9 with 40 or 50 sfudents, with Father Meier in
charge. Stations ot Kovieng, Lemakot and Lomasong
were set up in New Irelond in 1910. Unremitting in his
lobours the good Bishap went down the South coost in
the =mall mission ship “Gabriel” buying lond with the
permission of the German Governor. Trading was done
with sfore goods such o3 axes, knives, hommers, efc,
az money ab that fime was of no value fo the MNatives,

Boundaries around the bought properfies hod to be
clearly marked by rocds or paths as well as signs chop-
ped inta frees. All tronsoctions hod to be earried out
before witnesses and exoct reporfs made to the Govern-
ment. < Thus today we have the mony stations where
priests, Sisters and Catechists carry on the good work
begun by Bishop Couppé ond the pisneer missionaries,
spreading the Faith, coring for the sick and teaching
the children,

From the very beginning the people came to the Sisters, seeking
reliaf from fheir aches and poing, ulcers ond =kin disegses,




TRIALS AND JOYS

Surely the most ferrible trial of all for His Lordship
and the whole mission took plaoce on the moming of
13th August, 1904, when two Fothers, three Brothers and
five young Sisters found death af the honds of o mur-
derer. The missignaries hod assembled ot 5t Poul's, Baoi-
ning, for the solemn Blessing and opening of the new
church fo take place on 15th August. Ta Mario, the mure-
derer, borrowed Father Rascher's gun “to sheot birds for
the Feast”. However, his real aim was the killing of the
MISSICNOries,

It was an overwhelming blow for the mission but the
“blood of martyrs is the seed of Christians”, and many
fervent young souls were inspired to offer themselves
fo lobour in the Lord's horvest precisely becouse of this
tragedy. Sister M. Dorothea, M.5.C, one of the two Sis-
lers who hel! sscoped the maszocre, refumed later with
other missiooe 1es to 5t Poul's to lobour zeolowsly for
the wpliffing of these lovoble but primitive people. In
1927, she hod the joy of secing cne youmg girl offer her

Pioneer MS.C. Sisters coring for orphans @l Malagunan.
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ife to God in the Congregation of Doughters of Mary
Immaculate, and she has lobaured therein for more thon
40 years. Today, as Sister Agnes, she is stll busy in the
Lord's Wineyard,

Perbaps the greatest of gll the achievements of Bishop
Couppé was the foundatisn of the Congregation of the
Daughters of Mary Immoculgte of Vunapope, o congre-
gafion of indigenous Sisters, founded by him in 1912
This called for immense courage and foresight ot o fime
when most of the people of thesa islands were still in
a primitive stage. However, we will nof go inta further
detail about the foundofinn here as if is the subject of
the second paort of this work,

When he founded the Congregation of Maory Immocu-
late, Bishop Couppé wos alrecdy in his sixties, some-
what prematurely wom oot by his manifold labours and
fricls n bailding AMp his mission. How zealously had he
loboured  for its | conversion. In his small ship the
“Gabriel” he visited the forthest istands establishing
personal contact with the wild, worlike people who
confided small boys and girls to his care so that they
might be educated in his schools. Many of these chil-
dren were orphoned vicHims of tribal worfare bt in
later yeors as catechists, teachers, good parents or Sis-
fers, they become the bockbene of the church.

The first Chinese Catholics in Mew Britain were
baptised by Bishop Couppéd himself, OFf these first
fonverts, Poul Ah Lok and John AR Ches bBecame saintly
men working zeolously fo spread the Foith amongst
their fellow countrymen, John Ah Chai gave three sons
to God a5 priests and bwo daughters @35 nuns. The father
himself was a daily cormmunicant for more thon forty
vears. After the groce of Ged, it was due to Bishop
Couppé, Paul Ah Lok and John Ak Chaoi that the vast
majorify of Chinese people in Roboul are Cathalics today.

The older mixed race pecple speck with great venero-
fion of Bishop Couppé. He built o special school for
fhem, provided them with teachers, then hod workshops
¢rected to enoble them to hecome skilled trodesmen,
These schools he visited often. Hubert Zander was the
driver of the Bishop's three-wheeled car. At that time
there were only two cars in Mew Britain . that belonging
fo the German Administration and the Bishop's,
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The two large ships “Lovis Covppe” ond "5t Teresdg” anchored
at Yunopope wharf, These ships ond smoller ooes wers bailt by

M.5.C. Brothers ot Yunopope o cosry missionories, Corgs, trocks
and machinery to the for coostal stafions and surreunding islands.




Hiz Grocg Archbishop Hochne with Mr. Jobm Ah Chai and Mr. Lem,
earliest Chingse Co kolics, with teachars ang pupils of pew
Chingse Sacred Heart School in Rabaul (1954).

WORLD WAR |

As the years went on, Bishop Couppé waos anxious fo
open up the Nokonei areg in Tolasea on the north coqst
of Mew Britain. Therefare, early in 1914 Father Stamm
was sent to Teriv to learn the languoge of the Makana
people from the Toriy lobourers. World War 1 Was
lust beginning but the Bishop thought it would nof lost
long and decided to build '@ house for Father Stamm at
Valoka. He went to five there for some time, where he
found those wild pecple friendly and co-cperative. Then
as the war continued Fother had to return fo Yunopope

Bitopoka for the rodio stofion started by the Germans
ond token over by the Australions, I+ waos not until the
1930°s that the rodie stabion waos tronsferred to Rabaul.
Sister M. Helena, o French Sister of OL5H. who was
In Vunopope when the war commenced in Europe and
spread fo the Pacific, gives us fome of her memaoirs-
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“One  week after Germony declared war against
France, England and other countries of Europe the Aus-
tralion worships arrived. F was necessary for them 1o
get in before the lopaneze wha were on their woy
seuth to toke over Popua and Mew Gisinea.

“Three of the warships earme guitc near to Yunopopa,
one moving right info the lefty. They sow the large
buildings on the hill and thought they were the German
Government Headauarters, When the Australion Coptain
ond some ormed soldiers came to C.L5H. convent, they
were met by Sister M. Canice, an Australion Sister, and
her companion. The Coptain asked for the Germon
Governor.  The Sisters referred him o Bizhop Couppé
who though being French would not betray the country
and the Coptoin did not ask this of him. He merely
directed them fo Kokopo where they would find out all
they wished ta know,

“About two weeks later severgl warships refurned,
Jome went direct to Robaul and others remained ol
Kobokaul whilst  soldiers went ashore, There wania
battle ot Bitopoka near where the Germon  wireless
station wos being crected.  An Avstralian Officer and
some soldiers were killed on that deny,

Az shooting could be heard in the bush Bishop Couppé
ordered the Sisters and girls inta their houses, telling
them fo remain very gquiet. Mexd morning the mission
was surrounded by military guards. Al the MHESIGRaries
im the Raboui areq wers interned ot Maloguna and
those of Kokopo area were inferned af Vunapope,

The Australion Army was calling on the German
Governor fo surrender but he did not answer, He and
his Officers were hiding in Tomg so they were threatened
with shelling if they did not respond.  The next day
when all Vunopope was in the church attending Requiem
Mass for Pope Pius X who had just died, the noize of
heavy firing from the ships began.  Shells possed aver
the church for info the bush and everything shook as
during on eorthquake, After thot the German Governor
suirendered. He ond the Gowvernment men were de-
ported along with all German civilians.

As most of the M-S.Ej Fathers, Brothers and Sisters
were German there was some danger of their heving ta
leave too. However, Bishop Couppé being Franch usad
all his influence with the Australian outhorities so thaot
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the German missionaries were allowed to remain.  In
1918 the dreadful World War | come #o on end in

L Europe. Mormal life returned to the mission, though it
was some fime betore new missionories from Germany
could come to fill the ranks.

Father Joseph Sfamm, pioneer priest who hos loboured
for fifty-five yeors amongs! the people of Mew Eritan,



The chirch at Mope with Bishgp Schormach
as a yolmng priest with his school children.

FAREWELL TO VUNAPOPE

Bishop Couppé was becoming an old man by this time
but he continued his visits fo the siotions for Confirme-
tion or for specicl celebrotions. One priest relotes how
the Bishop come te Vunavavar to odminister the Socro-
ment of ConfirmationiHe wos in ill health and in the
night could be heard grooning in poin However, in the
moming, seated in the sonciuary he was able to ad-
minister Confirmafion though he asked one of the
priests fo preoch the sermon.

The senior Sisters F.MJ) whe knew Bishop Couppé
soid he lived in o poor house of two or three rooms.
His bed and fumiture were of the simplest kind. From
time to fime his friend Bishop Alain de Boismenu of Pe-
pua came fo wvisit him {Bishop de Boismenu's cause for
beatification hos been introduced in Rome.) On occasion
he wos alse wvisited by the Governor of Popua - Sir
Hubert Murray.
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When Father Dichs M.5.C. came d::rily to give religious
instruction to the big girls ot “Palairam”, nome given to
first QLS5 H. School Yunapope,) Bishop Cc}uppc instrucied
the smaller children. They were his beloved innocents
whom he hod rescued as itfle pogons from distaont paris
of the YWiconcfe from dongers threofening soul and body
ond if rejoiced his heort to insiruct them in the truths
of our Holy Foth. The metto inscribed on his Coot of Arms
was: 1 WILL GIVE THEM ONE HEAET, one heart with
the heart of Our Lord ond to fransform o pogon people
one could best begin with the hitle children.

His Lordship Bishop Couppd resting ofter the
long yeers of labow for God and souls



1 these lost duys he was to be seen daily, toking
fnis evening walk, Rosary in hand, stopping now and then
to speak to groups of children, clways with the same
friendly, opproachable monner.

As the Bishop's strength continued o fail and he felt
uncible to carry the heavy burden of the Vicoriote he
asked the Hely Father for o successor fo be appointed,
Therefore, on 5th August, 1923, the Apostolic Delegate
from Australia, Archbishop Cottarneo, come to Mew Bri-
tain and  consecrated Bishon Gerard Vesters as the
second Wicor Apostolic of Roboul. The grey-bearded,
venerable Bishop Couppé was co-consecrotar,

When all the fufure well being of his flock was scfely
confided to his successor, Bishop Couppé soid farewell
te his beloved priests, Brothers, Sisters and people. Paort
of this forewell wos o beautiful concert tendered to
him, the Apostolic Delegate, Meonsignor King and other
visitors. The writer after more than forty yeors remem-
bers stll the beoutiful forewell song composed by
Fother Kraehenheide, M.5.C., and sung in several parts
by MHNotive Sisters and girls of Vunopope: “loko,
Monsignior, loks, loke™, The throbbing pothos, sorrow
and gratitude of a people seemed to be enfolded in
the glorious melody.

Then, buoyed up by the company of His Excellency
Archbishop Cattaneo, his secretary, and Monsigner King,
Bishop Couppé left his beloved New Britain. There were
no plones in those doys so the good ship “Marsina”
conveyed the Bishop to his new home in Australio.

23,498 Catholics, 4,205 Catechumens, 36 priests, 33 lay
Brothers, 3% European ond 3/ Mative Sisters of the
Congregation of Mary Immeculate were left behind os
witnesses fo the lobours of o greal shepherd wha thirty
three years before, with but o handful of priests, was
given by the Holy See the task of winning this savoge
land for Christ.

At the Socred Heart Monastery, Douglas Park, neaor
Sydney, Bishop Couppé spent his last days. In 1925 he
telebrated the Golden Jubilee of his ordination to the
priesthood and in Decermber of that year he waos mode
an Archbishop by the Pope.

From afor he fellowed the progress and prayed for
his beloved mission wntil on 20th July, 1926, he was called
to his eternal reward. On 14th lonuary, 1927, his body
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wais brought bock to his mission and the following day
he waos buried with all honour ameng his former fellow,
lobourers who  were sleeping peacefully in Yunopope
Cemetery awailing the Angels’ trumpet which will eqll
them to hear Our Lord's “Well done, good and Faithiul
servanfs.”

Fother Mertens, of sointly memaory, hos soid tho
he rememberad Bishop Couppé as a maon who was an
excellent leader, with a dear and praciical mind ond
great foresight. In short, o great pioneer. This is amply
testified by his works which live afler him.

The burial of His Groce Archbishop Couppé fook place ab Vuna-
Pape on l4th Jonwary, 1927, Here his mortal remains qre boing
token fo his lost resting plece ot Vunapopz cemetery.
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Ex studani= of OLS5H.
High School, Yunopope,
at Koabales Teochers'
Collage conducted by
Daughters of Our Lody
of the Socred Hearf




PART i

THE FOUNDATION OF THE SISTERS F.MLL
IDAUGHTERS OF MARY IMMACULATE)

In the year 1912, just thirly years ofter the arrival
of the first missionary priests and only twenty vears
after the coming of the first five Sisters of OLSH. to
Mew Britoin - that greot Llend of Papuo-Mew Guinea

- whose people knew nothing of the true Ged, the Ten
mandments, or the life of Grace - His Lordship
Bishop Couppé decided after much prayer ond advics,
both favourable and unfoveurcble, to found o Comrmuni-
ty of native Sisters. They were to be named affer Mary
Immaculate ond drawn from the young gids whe for
some years had been under the care of the Sisfers in the
vanous bearding schools or orphanages.

The work of the Bishop, missionories and Sisters had
ween grectly blessed by God, and many fomilies had
sought ond obtained the groce of Bophism.  Zealous
native Catechists hod penetrated for gway villoges as-
sisting the priests as well as the Bishop. This did not
suffice for the ordent apostolic soul of the Bishop.
Often the idea come to him thot the Foith would not
take deep root amongst his pecple until same chosen
souls from their midst heord Our Lord’s call: “Go, sell
all you have and come follow me”: unless there were
some genercus enough to follow the three vows of Po-
verfy, Chastity and Obedience, socrificing themselves
that God's Kingdom would reign truly in the hearfs of
therr pecple,

For this he proyed and worked especiclly in his talks
with the O.L5H. Sisters as well as during his instructions
to the senior schoolgirls of “Palgiram,” Vunopope. He
explained the meaning of the Religious Life, its difficul-
ties, but likewise its immense vaolue in the salvation of
immortal souls.
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Following are twe lefters written by His Lordship
Bishop Couppé concerning the founding of the F.MLL
Congregation.

Yunopope.
215t October, 1712

In order that | might know the Will of God | prayed
fervently, considered the matter carcfully and asked
the advice of others o=z well as begging mony o ossisl
me with their prayers in this important matter. After all
this | feel that it is the will of God that | found o
Congregofion of Sisters in this Vicorigte of Mew Pome-
ranja. Mew Britain was formerly known as MNew Pome-
rania).

The first end of this congregotion will be the sanch-
fication of s members. As in oll congregotions of
Religious they will labour strenuously for their advance-
ment i perfection.

The second end for which thiz Congregofion is foun-
ded is that they may lobour in works of charnfy emongst
their own people especially in teaching the young Mative
girls ond fraining them fo be true Caotholics. Likewise
the Sisters will carry out ony works of chanty assigned
to them by the Bishops.

The following are the reosons which prompted me to
undertake the foundation of this community of Malive
Sisters:

1. THE WI5H OF THE POPE:

=

t iz his wish that the Vicor Aposfolic choose seme
of the people in his Vicoriate ond instruct them in the
various warks of Eeligion thof the Church may progress
in the country ond endure forever. The Holy Father
wishes that each mission be =elf supporting so as to be
able to supply its own persennel ond not be dependent
on missioncries from other countries. Thus, in instriuting
this Congregation of Mative Sisters | om obeying the
express wish of His Holiness thot they may instruct the
airls in our various schools in the Catholic way of life.
2. BEDUCATION:

Today oll teochers in our schoolz are Religious from
foreign countries. If any law or trouble arises in these
countries and the Sisters were ungble to continue their
woark who would toke their ploce if we have not Mative
Sisters to do sof
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3. ECOMNOMY-:

The mission spends o great deal of money on the
Eurepean missionary  Sisters on occount of the grect
distance they have fo travel and also becguse of the
mairy illnesses which afflict them here in the tropics.
The mizsion income is not suffident to provide many
foreign Sisters.

4. EXAMPLE:

On many missions the Vicars Apostolic have establis-
hed Congregations of Mative Sisters. 3ome of these
have entered the Evropean Sisterhoods already existing
on the missions. Ofhers have established o special
bronch for the Mative Sisters connected with the Eurg-
pean  Congregations.  Ohers agan have founded o
speticl Congregation svited fo the Sisters of the Country.
These Bishops hove expressed their oy and satisfaction
with the conduct of these Sisters and their works of
charity alsg,

5. THE WILL OF GOD:

Jince the doy we estoblished our vorious boarding
schools for young girds to train them in the Caotholic wry
of life, especially by prayer and frequent Holy Commuy.
nion @ccording to the wishes of His Holiness Pope Pius X
regarding daily Holy Communien and the reception there
of by very young children, | recognised the coll of God
that many would become Religious becauss Haly Cormmu-
nion is the “Wine that bringeth forth Vieging™.

For these reasons | consider the time haos come to
nstifufe o Religious Congregation for Maotive WIEHTIEN,
otherwise | would be failing in my duty. | dedicate
this Congregation to Mary Immaculate, entfrusting it to
her special core. Those who enter therein will be knawn
as Doughters of Mary Immoculate. They will strive to
imifote her wvirginal purity ond thus become pleasing
to the Sacred Heart of Jesys.

tamnestly | beg the Sacred Heort of Jesus to love
thiz Congregafion tenderly and fo bestow on it gbun-
dant blessings becouse # was instituted for His glory
alene and the sanctification of ifs members, %o that all
their prayers and works may increose the love of the
Heart of Jesus in this Vicariote.

Ludwig Couppé M.5.C.
Eplerc.
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The second lefter written by Bishop Couppé:

Yunopope.
27th October, 1712

{The Bishop graonted his approbation to the E{:pgre-
gation of Mory Immoculote aond to its Constitutions.)

For all those regsons enumerated in my letter of
215t October, 1912, | now estoblish in the Vicariate of
Mova Pomeranio o Congregotion of “Daoughters of Mary
Immaculate™ entrusting it fo her protection as Mother
and Model.

The cim of this Congregation, as for all others, is fhe
sonctificotion of its members. Thus they will obey all
its rules and proctise the evangelical counsels of Pover-
ty, Chastity and Obedience dccording to their promises.

The special aim of this Congregaotion is the tedching
of Cathelic girls in the Catholic woy of life. Besides
this the Congregofion will corry out other works of
charity which the Bishop may confide to them.

I is my wish that the Sisters fnﬂﬂ-'-:r' these consfifu-
fions ond put them in proctise so that if found svitable
they will receive final approbation.

Ludwig Couvppé M.5.C.
- Lero.

It »was on 21st October, 1912 that the first six young
Mative girls entered the Convent of Maria Immaculate,
YVunopope, Three were from the Gunantuna oreg, one
from the Bainings ond two from Manues. All hod been
for some years of Vungpope School. Mother M. Ge-
rarda FDMNSC was their Movice Mistress and Sister M.
Helena was her assistant. Bishop Couvppe was the Direc-

tor and came regularly to instruct them in the Religious
Life.

Howe difficult it wos for these first ospironts to the
way of perfection - long prayers in the moming, silence
in the house ond gorden ouvtside recreation hours! Some-
times they felt themselves in a kind of “kalobus™ and
they longed for the free day which was allowed them
once @ weak. Dajly they sow the good exomple of the
European Sisters, but the constant self-sacrifice wos foo
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Archbishap Louis Couppe first Yicar Apostalic
of Mew Britean and swrounding islands.

much for the three Gunantung girls whose homes were

close by ond scon they left, whilst® the other three
continued the struggle.

The first Sister to pronounce her promises was the
young Postulant frem 5 Poul’s, Baming. She hod o
very dongerous sore which oll medicines failed o cure.
she remoined earnest in her determination o become a
Sister so when it become evident that she would nof
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recover Bishop Couppé received her into the Congrego-
fion on her degthbed where she fock the three holy
Promises of Poverty, Chastity ond Obedience on 19th
July, 1913, This Sister M. Weronica was the first Sister
in all Papua and New Guinea to vow herself to God's
Service,

The two remoining Postulants were not long alone.
A mumber of voung girls applied to embrace the Reli-
gious [ife. They were accepted. Some of them per-
severed and zome leff aofter o while. Howewver it 15 not
fo be thouvght they were ogllowed to enfer without
a struggle. Mot of olll The fomily ond relofions did all
they could to prevent if. They went fo His Lordship
Bishop Couppé asking for the "bride money”™ - the fobu.
This they demonded as their right. I His Lordship would
pay the fobu they would consent to their doughters
entering. Bishop Couppé refused them soying: "God
does not pay for His Spouses with tabu. He wanis you
to give them to Him as o giff". The irate parents would
not hedr of this ond were indeed wvery ongry. Some
even tried fo poison the girls who insisted on entering.

One girl nomed Luiza lo Pio enftered a3 an aspirant
and soon after some members of her family paid her
a friendly visit, offering her some food they had brought
as a gift. 5She ate of it ond died very soon ofter as it
contained deadly poison against which oil treofment
proved useless. Her death occurred whilst she waos still
an aspirant on 15th Cciober, 1916

One of the very carly groups of FMUL Sistars,
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To go back fo the first three postulonts to receive the
holy Habit - they were lo Maorkopa from Beke, Malo-
gunon, Mokanas from Monus ond o Peo aclso from
Manus. Their nomes in Religion were Sister Cedilia, Sister
Gertrude, and Sister Evgenio. Bishep Couppé perfor
med the ceremony, the significonce of which wos care-
fully explained to them and to the people present during
the sermon. The Haobit received consisted of a white
cop and veil tied under the chin by two strops of white
material o grey habit the same o5 worn to this day with
the oddition of a cape and black cincture.

EARLY STAGES

To celebrate this first step in Religious life foken by
doughters of the newly converted peoples of New Britain
and Maonus, His Lordship granfed o weeks leave to
the three Movices during which they were oble to visit
the Sisters of Volavole as well as villagss Reber, Livuon
and others whilst Sister Cedlia poid o visit 7o her home
village of Beka, Mologunao. Thus the people learnt fo
know by seeing the wonderful events that were taking
place in their midst. The people greeted them with
respect, odmired with owe the Religious Haobit till it was
time for the fovoured trio to return fo the Movitiate ot
Vinopope,

There they commenced the fwo years' serious novi-
fiate fraining ond the festing necessory to know if they
were redlly colled to the Religious Life or not Bishop
Couppé did everything possible towords the initiotion
of these first Sisters into the woys of Religious Life,
Mother M. Gerarda, their Mistress of Movices, gove
herself devotedly to thiz charge, ably assisted in the
practical formation by Sister M. Halena.

Day by doy the good work went on - the hely Bishop
instructing, exhorting, clorifying. The Sisters en the
other hand training them to become upsefyl sacrishans,
conks, teachers and nurses,

At last the real birthday of the Congregation of
Mory Immoculate armived. On 10th Ociober, 1915, {in
the evening) the first three Sisters promounced their
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Rav. Mother M. Gerorda, FOMNSC, wilh o
grovp of FALL Sisters, token in 1921

sacred promises to proctise Poverty, Chastity and Obedi-
ence before the cssembled congregotion of priests, Bro-
thers, Sisters, and people, with His Lordship presiding
at the ceremony. Mother M. Gerarda ond Sister M.
Helena must have rejoiced with Bishop Couppé as did
the congregaotion of MNafive people present.

OF these three Sisters professed only one persevered
to the end. Sister Cecilic was destined to live marny
years and during the Joponese occupation it was she,
oz Superior, who sustained the struggling community
#ll waor's end. Sister Eugenia probably did not make her
Perpetual Vews. Sister Gerirude lefi the Congregafion
ond returned to Manus about 1933. During the waor she
was drawn along with her people info the Paleo heresy.
Toe one who endecvoured to withdrow her from this
unforfunate environment, she said, "My heart is in the
Cotholic religion, but my body is here”, ond there she
remained.

From the beginning the liffle Congregation of E.ML
confinued o expand. The second group fo enter consis-
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ted of Sister M. Margareta, Sister M. Regino and Sisfer
M. Klara. Year ofter yeor girls who had been for some
years i Yunapope “Palgiram™ or the Sisters’ orphang-
ges or boording Schools at Volovole or Mologung offe-
red themselves to the service of God. Among those of
the second group Sister Margareta is shll alive [1768).
In 1266 her Cangregation celebrated the Golden Jubilee
(50 years) of her Religious Profession. Her novice com-
pamon Sister Reging died in 1929, ond Sister Klara,
deciding she had no vocation, left as a young Sister.

Writing of those early doys, Sister Margarita says:

“His Lordship Bishop Couppé in conjunction with Mo-
fher M. Gerardg FDNSC occepted six young girls for the
toundation members of the Congregafion of Mary Immag-
culate in Mew Britgin - the first congregotion of Sisters
fo be founded in Popua and Mew Guineo Islands. The
simple postulonts dresses were prepgred ond with great
confidence in  Divine Providence and the Immaculate
Mother, the humble work commenced. Bishop Couppé
wds happy. Every day he come to help the young Sisters
in the waoys of the Religious life. He maode the medita-
tion with them, instructed them in the meoming ond
rules of the community; wrote their Consfitutions and

Sisfar M. Morgoreta taoken

on the occasion of her g '.
Golden Jubilea, 10th Ock. j .
1968, Sister wenl fo  her

sternal reward &n  the
Ist Mowvernber, 1558,




left no stone untumed that these foundotion members
understood the responsibilities and benefits of their new
way of life”

Sister Morgorela continues: “The good Bishop pre-
pored us carefully for our first retreat. We were very
raw recrts but he exploined the meoning aond groces
attached to ouwr first refreat and remained in the chapel

or small room assigned to him in our new Convenf so
that he would be on hand if we needed him.”

=

An early group of Sisters baken af o Chuerch celebration.
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Meanwhile, amongst the clergy and others there was
a good deal of criticism of the Bishop's lotest wventure.
Many soid the time was not ripe for such an important
undertaking, the people too primitive, the girls from
“Palairom™ ond other schools too immafure. 1t wos
frve thot befere World War Il the Gunantung and
other girls come ot any early age to be froined by the
sisters and rarely returned fo their home villoges until
they were maorried. In this waoy they become somewhat
out of touch with villoge life. Many of the girls were
precily sought ofter os eligible wives in the merrioge
market and there wos much consternation in certain
cuarters when if wos leamed that a girl who hod been
bought in childhood by o certain family rejected the
suifor chosen ond decided to enter the Convent.

Both sides of the family joined in the fray COUsINgG no
end of uneosiness fo the missionaries in so far thot
sorme decided to send no more girls to “Polairam™ and
elsewhere, The gids would stay ot home and not be-
tome involved in such disturbing situations like entering
Convents, thus cousing parents to lose their tobu and
family peoce as well.

The two letters written by His Lordship Bishop Couppé
n October, 1912, set forth his reasons for foundation of
the Congregaotion of Sisters called Daughters of Mary
Immaculate.  Bolh letters were inserted in “A Vorkurai
na Vavaki upi ra Kivong Tobu kol ra umone Moty i la
Maria Immocelata™ [The first Constitulions of the Con-
gregafion.)

EXPANSION

In 1914 four girls entered the postulate af Vunopope
and all four persevered in their holy Vecation until
death. Three were from the Gunantuna areq and ane
from Monus,  Sister M. Crescentic who hailed from
Bitagalip hos lived to celebrote her Golden Jubilee of
Profession in Vunopope last yeer, October, 1947,

Of the next group received into the Congregalion,
Sister M. Josephine, of present Sister in Charge aof
Gunonba, celebrated her Golden Jubilee of Profes.
sioh in Ocfober, 1968. These three Jubilarions ofter 50

43

e ee—————————



Two Golden Jubilarians

Sister M. Crezentia, Sistar M. Josephine,
10th October, 1947 I7th Qctober, 1748

years are sfill lobouring zealously in the Lord's Vine-
yard, thus proving thot Bishop Couppé made no mistake
when he judged the young Mative girls of his Vicariate in
the South Seas would become worthy Doughtfers of
Mary Immoculate - follewing her on the road of Poverty,
Chastity and Obedience in the service of God ond mean.

As the number of professed increased and the Sisters
woere considered sufficiently copoble to indertake work
on a Mission stafion, a number were sent in 1920, to
open a convent and school of Tapo. In 1922, others went
fo Takabur, while Paparagtova received Sisters in 1924,
The F.ML Sisters worked on thess sfotions until the
Jopanese invasion.

In 1923, as has been mentioned earlier, Bishop Couppé
asked fo resigh, on account of advanced age and in-

46

——



Grouvp of Sisfers teken diring the period of geowth
angd expansion in the Congregotion prier to 1726

firmify and in that year he left his beloved Mew Britain
to spend his last days in retirement in Australic. You can
mmagine the grief of the FML Sisters as they said
'Farewelll” fo their Founder and Fother. After Bishop
Couppé’s departure for Awvustralio, Hiz Lordship, Bishop
Vesters appointed Fother Kleintitschen as Spiritugl Direc-
tor of the Sisters FML whilst Mother Gerardae ond
Sister M. Heleno continued in the offices of Mistress of
Movices and Socia respectively, preparing the Sisters
carefully for the wvarious duties me would be colled
upon to fulfil on the ocutstotions.

TRAGEDY STRIKES

The numbers contineed to increase each year os some
Sisters mode their holy profession and others received
the Haobit or entered the postulate. Young and ardent
souls were only foo hoppy to respond to QOur Lord's
invitation, “If thou wilt be perfect come and follow
Mel” Some of the missionories asked: “Where are the
stations for all these Sisters to work on?” Alos! o greot
tridl owaited the now flowrishing congregation.  The
terrible sickness of T.B. gained o held on many young
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Sisfers before it was recognised. Today we hove Xerays
ond special medicines for this sickness but forty vears
ago these remedies were hordly known in the tropics.
There wos quite o lot of malgrio in those doys and at

first the Sisters” fever wos thought to be coused by this
Qerm.

In 1928, the mission doclor, Doctor Brehm, was convin-
ced thot the diseose wos the dreaded tuberculosis.  Af
once dll precaviions were token fo combof the spread
of the diseass. A special infirmary wos erecled ond
the sick isolated therein, but all to no ovgil. One affer
the other Sisters contracted the disease, espedally the
younger members of the community. Every known ireot-
ment for TB. wos administered along with rest ond
nourishing food but in the ensving ten vedrs miore than
twenty-two Sisters died of the dizease. So the Bishop
decided that no more postulants should be received.

Later the couse of the outbreak was though? to have
been the infection of “open™ T.B. of the young E.M.L
Sister oppeinted Socia in the MNovitiafe. Her cose weas
not discovered until the dread disease wos well advan-
ced among the junicr Sisters.

o TR PR AR

Present doy Movitiate of Tokobur, officially blessed and
opanad by His Grace Archbishop 1 Hoshne, 308 Sume 1958
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Takabur - 1966 Mavices and postulonls laken wath
Rev. Father Jresemann and Rav. Mothar M. 5. Poul

Mother M. Gerarda died on ?th February, 1931. She
hod been in o siote of suffering for seme tfime from
dichetes ond other complaints but her lost illness was
short.  She was replaced as Superior of the FML Sisters
by Mother M. Helena,

In 1937 on October 12th, the Congregation of Mary
Immoculate founded by Bishop Ceuppé celebroted jis
Silver Jubilee or 25th anniversary of foundation. The
commumity was still in existence but in o weakened sioke.
Twenty-two of the finest Sisters were dead, forty-three
were still clive, some of whom were very ill, and there
could be no new postulants.

However, thozae young Sisters did not die in vain. One
after the other they ofered their lives lo God for the
mission and their congregation, dying the death of God's
sainfs and resigned to His Holy Will, They rejoiced in
heaven on thot Jubilee Day whilst the community in
Yunapope was weok unto death.

Alter the Jubilee the congregalion begon to fake new
life. Bishop Veslers decided that the Sisters whe were
not infected with TB. should be moved to Tukobur.
Preparofions were mode ond on 11th February 1938 o
lorry conveyed 12 Sisters te Tokobur. They attended
Holy Mass there ond Father Bender welcomed them in
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the church and a crowd of people come fo offer their
greclings.  Sixteen Sisters remained in Vunapope - nine
of them on the sick list. Sister Imelda died scon offer.
Five Sisters were ot Tape and four at Paporatawva,

Sister M. Helena wes named Superior of the Sisters
at Takchur with Fother Bender oz Spiritugl Director. The
Sisters’ Hobit wos modified - the cope done away with
and a lighter veil infroduced.

Some ol the Sisters had greot difficulty in odopting
themselves to the various chonges. Two Sisters e
up their vocations, but the good advice of Fother Ben-
der and continued kindness of Sister M. Helena helped
the others fo adopt themselves by degrees.

On st June, 1933, eight young postulonts entered
the new MNoviticte al Takabur and on the eve of the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception six of them received
the Hobit os Movices. Thus did the litfle Congregotion
come through its dark hour of trial fo begin o new life.

Father Bender MS5.C. died in 1940 ond was replocsd
by Father Zwinge. In January, 1741, three FML Sisters
went fo Raboul fo assist the OLSH. Sisters, buf in De-
cember they relurned as Jopan had begun the war in
the Pacfic and her ships were coming clese fo Rabaul.

Tokabur - 1958,

Rev. Mother

M Arhonasius,

Movies Mistress,
with novicgs

and pastulants.




WORLD WAR Il - COMING OF THE JAPANESE

I Janwary, 1942, the Joponese bombed the oero-
drome near Foboul ond on Janvary 23rd the expected
invasion of Boboul fook ploce. The EBuropeon women
and children hod all been ewvocuoted whilst the men
were of once token prisoners by the loponese. Maony
were interned at Yunopope until they were token oowoy
on o Japonese ship bound for Tokyo - it never arrivecd.

Missionaries in the Gaozelle Peninsula and elsewhere
were rounded up dnd interned of Wungpope, the smaol-
lest buildings being refained for their uvse while the
Father's House, Convents, schools aond hospitals were
taken ower by the Japanese. A fence of four rows of
barbed wire parfitioned off the missionory prisoners’
domain which wos the orea where the prinfing office,
technical school, etc, now stond. In the hillz neorby
the seminarions ond missionories  excovofed wnder-
grourd  funnels as sofety zones from air roids, How
necessary these proved fo bel

The Sisters F.ML, being natives of New Britain, were
not at first sent awoy from the Yunopope comp, and
weare even allowed to go 1o Takabur and the school
vegetoble gardens (some distance from the mission) in
order to get food for themselves and the missionaries
imferned of Vunaopope.

Howeever, after the Coral 5ea bhoffle oll nofive Sisters
from Paparotovo ond Vunopope were sent to Takabur.
-When Father Zwinge ond Mother Heleno, F.DMSC,
were being foken oway from Tokaobur, Sister M. Cecilio,
E-MUL, wos appainfed Superior with Sister Scholostico and
Sister Josephine as her assistants. Bach Sister was given
secular dress (kelot and lavalaval in case it become
necessary for them to disperse.  Sister Cecilio was the
semior member of the Congregofion, being the only
surviving member of those first three professed in 1915,

The Joponese soldiers come to Takobur ond settled
themselves in the Novificie buillding, inferned some mixed
roce people in Father Zwinge's house and permitted the
Sisters 1o live in the Professed Sisters’ Convent. The
Sisters were allowed to proy n the church bui Fother
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hod removed the Blessed Socroment. The Cafechist,
Luvcaos Te Vanganga, kept waotch over the 3isters’ wel-
fore, and builk o secret house in the bush where the
sacred  wvessels, vesiments, and belongings of Father
Zwinge ond the Sisters were kept safely hidden and
guarded night and doy by Cothalies.

Some of the people advised the Sisters to change
their Religicus Habit for the kolot ond lovolova bui the
Sisters. would not hear of it. They stood firmly behind
their new Mother who governed them wisely and well.
Besides, the Japanese had respect for the Sisters ond
feared to ontogonize the notives by injuring the “haoly
WONTIEN 10 Ony wWay.

All the Sisters religious duties were carried cut as
regularly as possible thovgh they were deprived of Holy
Commmunion ond had te be confent with o Spiritual
Communign.

Father luenemann was shill free at Bitagalip living in
a small hut but able to corry out his priestly duhes.
Ocecasionally the Joponese Police gave the Sisfers permis-
sion fo wvisit Bitogalip where they heord Holy Maoss and
received the Socraments.

When the feast of Mary Immaoculate wos drowing
near, the Sisters, according to their custem, wished to
make their onnual retreat but there was no priest to
conduct it. However, Sister Cedlia seffled the matter
by conducting the retreat herself during six full doys.
Every doy there were four conferences, the first early
in the morning, the second of 11 am., the third of 3.30
pm. and the final one in the evenings. Besides thiz they
soid the Rosary doily ond mode the Stations of the
Cross, being exhorted by their retreat misfress fo proy
for the interned missionories ond for the people. At
retreal’s end the Sisters proceeded to Bitogalip where
they heard Holy Maoss, received the Socraments and
devoutly renewed their vows.

Howewver, this was not a time for praying only. There
was no food except that which their own gorden pro-
duced, so they labaured long und hord to zend something
fo the hungry missiontries intermed of Vunopope. Sisfer
Cecilic encouraged them earnestly in this work of charity,
distributing the food into baskets, sending some Sisters
off each morning heavily laden, warning them to beware
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of the dongers obrood, and to return before the planes
begon dropping their bombs.

Af fimes the Sisters mode the rounds of the viulurp'i
with tabu ishell money) to buy taro or other food from
the people. Many good people such as lo Kolomaono,
la Tolo and others gladly helped them. The Catechist, To
Lucas, especially showed great kindness. He gave them
taros, boananas and fowls, refusing ony payment what-
ever and merely waoming them to be wvery prudem in
their speech lest the Japanese Police become ‘ELI;-le:I'DLIS
as there weare zpies everywhera.

At times the Police waylaid the Sisters when lhey
returmed with the food. Affer questioning them closely
they occused them of corrying secref messages or Soame
other m'LE.-::hiEf ond at timez even hif some of them. 'D'rl
other occosions the “"Kempei Toi” (Policel roided the
communify cupboord ond helped themselves to whatever
they fancied.

On 23rd November, 1943, the eleven Sisters F.MUL
from Tapo were added to the Takabur community. Two
Sisters, Sisfer Tarsisio and Sisfer Agotha hod alreody
died ot Topo since the coming of the Joponese.

Soon affer the arrival of the Tapo Sisters the Jop-
anese Army Coptoin from Tobera arrived and ordered
the Sisters fo leave the only building they had been
allowed to refain, A lorge number of Jopanese sold-
iers duly arrived to occupy the Sisters’ dwelling and the
church,

Gathering  their belongings quickly fogether the
Sisters fook refuge in their bonona plontation and com-
menced fo build o mokeshift howvse of coconut leawes.
To Buawvwyar, hearing of ther plight, offered them the
use of his house, s0 some Sisters tock uvp their obode
there whilst others confinved to live in the plantotion
houvse. That was a necessory precaution as Jopanese
soldiers were wont fo invade any gordens left unpro-
tected, helpmg themselves generously fo the produce
there. The hearirending eries ond wails of the Sisters
sufficed to drive them off as the common soldiers were
rather frightened of the notive people and reports fo
their Superior Officers.

The church was no longer o ploce of worship but
resembled more a “den of thieves”., The Sisfers con-
tinued to carry out their spiritval duties ot home or going
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secretly in turn fo Bitagalip where they heard Holy Mass
and reccived the Socraments ond good advice from
Father Juenemann.

Bishop Scharmach in his prison guariers ot Yunapopes
heard of the Sisters’ plight and sent word for them fo
put off the Religious Haobit and fo return fo their own
villuges. However the Sisters clung to their Religious
life together and to their beloved Habit. Four only went
to live with their relations ot Gunonba but still retoined
the Sisters' Habit. When Sister Chrisfina died there
suddenly, the other three made their way back to the
commurity.

Soon after Sister Juliona, who hod been sick when
they were evicted from their convent at Takabur, died
and wos buried in the cemetery al Takabur.

BOMBINGS

Then the war with ifs accompanying bombings began
te incrense in infensity,  On 11th Februory, 1944, Vuno-
pope was bombed for the first time. K wos o fearful
experience. Mo one who waos cought outside the arr
raicd shelters, excavated into the hillsides by the mission-
aries who hod prepored for the worsf, excaped deoth
or injury that doy. The missionaries were wsing on old
shed, usually used for storing kapok, o5 o hospilal for
sick Fothers and Brothers. Among the inmatcs were
Fother Mertens ond Brother Redmend, 5.M. with Brother
Wischen os infirmarian. The siren  sounded - Father
Mectens rushed o the funnels in the hills, but Brother
Redmord, who was bedridden, stayed with his nurse in
the “house kopok” only to be blown to pieces by the
deadly bembs that fell that day. Twenty Brothers and
priests were to die as a result of that bombing. Some
lingered for days, being nursed in dark, eorthy tunnels,
as were the Sisters whe had alse been wounded, Hence-
forth the Missionaries lived in these funnels, One waos
=et opart for the prissts, one for the Brothers, one for
the F.DMN.S.C. Sisters, one for the M.5.C. Sisters and one
for the mixed race schoolboys who had nowhere to go.

Soon it was realised that the Americons intended
o bomb Vunopope out of existence - it waos blasted
daily from the air and the sea with o ferocty that
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defies description. At last there was nothing left to
bomb but the church. For some fime it hod been wsed
for all kinds of profane purposes by the Jopanese, but
for the time being these were of g sofe distonce from
the doomed mission.

.-‘!'-LS one tunnel hod received a direct hit ond every-
one's nerves were fried almost beyond endurance, the
Bishop fold fhe Brothers o burn down ocwur belowved
Cathedral. In the colm of the evening we watched the
grand monument erected by Bishop Couppé for the wor-
ship of God, go up in flames and the great bronze
stafue of the Socred Heart stonding on its highest pin-
nacle, in thanksgiving for the mission's safety in World
War 1, come crashing down to the ground.

At the wars end when the surviving missionaries
refuned from Ramale Comp fo find Vunopope covered
with tungh: there were only two fomilior landmeorks to
aguide therm. - the big cement tonk riddled with holes,
and the Sacred Heart stofue lying where it had Follen,
Mow the grond stotue staonds once ogoin in trivmph
with open arms welcoming all who enter Yunopopes, not
on fop of the church but on fop of the great cement
tank which is covered with flowering vines.

When there was nothing left o bomb in Yunapope,
the Americans left us in peoce amongst the rubble. The
Jopanese now gave orders fthot the missionaries were
dll o go fo o “safe” ploce of Romale - o dark domp
unhealthy wvalley about two hours' walk from Wunopope
and frve hundred fest down o jungle - covered gorge.
The missicnaries were nof anxious fo leave the safety
of the vnderground tunnels, excavoted af suech an enor-
mous cost of energy, even thowgh the bombings hod
ceased since the destruction of dall the buwildings. At
Romale there was nothing but virgin bush ond who knew
if the bombings might not be later aimed af that areal

Anyway, 'The Jopanese were the masters so the long
procession of olmost three hundred evaceees set ouf
early one morming for their new home, eaoch one coarry-
ing o bundle of clothes, and folling flof on the grownd
as planes possed overheod. A fruck waos provided
for the very sick bedridden potienfs. And so the heod
mission sfation sef up ond organised by Bishop Louis
Couppé became q deserfed wildemess.
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At Ramaole cll oble bodied inmates got busy clearing
a site for the comp, seting vp o few shocks, but
especially digaing sofety funnels info the hills. There wos
one for each community - domp ond dark but providing
sleeping quarters, hospital, and cbove all refuge from
donger. In these first doys of Romale the ML Sisters
came and worked genercusly with their displaced Fathers
and Sisters. However a sirong guard of loponese Police
waos installed on the hill above the comp, and they
strictly forbode the Maofive Sisters to enter the Romale
camp - they were o stay out

The Sisters F.ML then moved to a valley called Lala-
pit, not too far removed from Ramale. Their kind friend
and support Fother Juenemonn had to join the other
Fathers in the comp, and so the 5Sisters were deprived
altegether of the Socroments and Holy Mass whilst the
missionaries, by o special dispensatjopn of Providence
were gble to ossist ot Mass daoily in their dark funnels
and to receive the Bread of Life o sustain them in their
hardships, It was clmost miroculous the way the small
amount of flaur which they hod brought with them from
Yunopope fo make Altor Breods losted vndil peace came
in spite of the domp dork valley in which they lheed,
Like the Manne in the deserf, there wes sufficent for
everyone to have their daily food for the journey.

On Christrmas Day the F.ML Sisters stood outside the
boundory fence ond uvnited themselves with Ramole
inmates assisting of Holy Maoss. Then to their joy they
sow Bishop Schormoch oporogching them corrying  the
ciborivm from which he gove each one Holy Communion.
Affer a great deal of persuasion he hod obtained per-
mission from the Joponese Maojor ond Police for this. it
had been a hard won wictory with the Mojor ond Police
on guard during the proceedings.

On Christmas Eve the Bishop hod received o parcel
of food wropped in bonono leaves, ond bebtwesn the
food was a secret messoge: “Dear Bishop and Father,
we waoni to let vou know we cre in disiress. For days
and nights on end we hove been crying ond wnoble to
sleep for sorrow. Christmas is so near ond we know
there will be noe Mass and no Hely Communion for us
even on Qur Lord's Birthday. Can't you help us, deor
Bishop® Your little Sisters.”
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This message stabbed the good Bishep 3chormoch 1o
the heart - he hod tried repectedly to moke Mass and
Haly Communion possible for them but had failed. This
Holy Christmas Day he won.

Loter on six Sisters returned to Tokobur because of
the food in their garden. Alos! a shorf time after on
aergplane suddenly appeared and dropped bombs over
Tokobur, killing Sisters Anno and Sophio. (Thess two
Sicters with Sister Veronica, the first EMUL to die in the
Congregation, hod come to Vunopope from St Paul's,
Baining, alter the massacre of M.5.C missiongries there)]
The surviving Sisters buried the vichims in the cemeiry
and from then on no-one dared remain in Takabur.

All remaoined together in their hiding place of Lolapit,
but as their Potronal Feast of Mery lmmocelote was
drowing near they decded to follow their customn and
moke o six doys retreat. Once cgain the valiant Super-
ior, Sister M. Cecilia, conducted it. After the first con-
ference sach doy the Sisters hurriedly made ready the
sweet polatoes, or fopicca or bananas for Romale Camp.
According to Police custom, they had to corry the heavy
baskats up the hillside ond set them down to be Examin-
ed by Jopanese Police. They would help themselves to o
goodly guota before the Sisters could carry them to the
“banis', and empty them gver the banis to the mission-
aries. All was quickly corried to the tunnel kitchen to be
cooked for the day's medl. Right through the internment
the Sisfers kept in mind the Patronal Feast of eoch mis-
sicnary. They hod o special calendar for thot. Then the
honoured one would receive o specially cooked paorcel
wrapped in bonana leoves contgining punupur sufficient
for that parficular community.

On their arrival home ogain af Lolopit the Sisters
apalisd themselves to work, proyers ond conferences.
There were constant distractions from planes passing
overheod, cousing them to fly for cover many hmes
day.

There were spies around tog, and at times the Jap-
onese were very nasty towards the Sisters, threotening
some with the death penalty. Sister Cecilia like o frue
mother always defended her Sisters.
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SISTERS EEFORE JAPAMNESE COURT

Cn eone occosion the Sislers become thoroughly
frightened. The Joponese police spies [mostly young
native men who were unable fo return to their distant
izlond homes and who worked for the Jopanese for their
keep] reported to the “Kempei” {policel thot they heard
Sister Teresia say, “America nuvmber one, Mippon [Jopan)
number tenl”

The Joponese proceeded fo hold councl ond decided
the “Black Sisters” must be severely punished. The police
headguarters for fhot areg were just obove Romole
prisen camp where the prisoners could be kept under
strict observation. They, too, could also observe some
of the police achivities which certainly when they were
pumshing wrongdoers could only be termed “drastic™.

For reasons which we need not specity here, the
Japanese police ond Togai (the English interpreter) deci-
ded the Sisters’ case should be dealt with in an obscure
corner - not negr the rood ond guite removed from
Eomale comip.

In due time Muru, a policeman, armived af the Sisters’
hut in Lolopit. Here he found only twe sick Sisters. He
demanded to know the wherechouts of the other Sisters,
"The other Sisters ore of Koboleo getting food for the
missionaries ot Raomale comp”. There could be no obiee-
fion to this activity for, o3 menfioned earlier in this
story, the police clways obtained the choicest portions
of tood when examining the Sisters’ baskets for secret
messages.

Muru deported and before long come vpon the weary
sisters, eoch carrying two baskets of sweef pofatoes,
yoms and topioca suspended by bush rope from their
heads. In addition, some of the stronger Sisters carried
a lerge bunch of bononos.

Mury huestled them olong fo police quarfers where
they were told to leave therr food and proceed further.
They were conducted by two policemen who occasionally
locked behind to see if their activites could be ohserved
from the camp. Spies were owaiting them of the scene
of the “trial” with six long, green, heavy bamboos.
The Sisters were not told what the accusation against
fhem was.
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The police merely ordered them to kneel down. Then
the spies liffed the bamboo poles and put them behind
the Sisters’ knees. The Sisters were then ordered to sit
bock on the bambog while spies stood on each end of
the six bomboo sticks. The Joponese police colled fo the
spies, tou fellow ployboy! You fellow ployboy!” cnd
the boys see-sowed ond jerked the heowy bomboos fo
the safisfoction of their mosters,

When it begon to get dork, and the Joponese still
hod not told the Sisters the reason for their punishment,
the Sisters could bear it no longer ond caolled for pity.
sisters: Master, our legs are paining ferribly!

Tagar: Yes, your legs aore poining. Con® you put up wath
a little suffering? When Jesus hung on the cross he felt
greater pain but he did not oy ouf. He bore it pafienthy.

The perspiration cavsed by the poin was pouring from
the Sisters’ bodies.

Sisters: Master, plenose have pity on usl
Tagai: Jesus in the Blessed Socroment keeps silence
abways.

Then the chorges ogainst the Sisters began: Sister
Teresio woz colled fo  sland  forwaords, A policeman
placed his bovenet on her neck and cried, "MNippon go-
verns this place, fl‘girs- nol You Sister Teresia, you |r|5';.||
ted us by saving “MNippon number fen, Inglis number
e .

Sisters: Master, | know nothing obout that falk you
accuse me of.

Pelice: You know! You soid if!

Sister: Mo sirl

Police: You did say il

This went on for some time. Then the police colled
Sister Cecilia, the head Sister, ond soid, "We are going
to ot off her heod!” Sister Ceciliao: "Masfer, have pity
on me. Do not culb off Sisters head cut mine mnstead.”
Police: Meo! Sister Teresjo must die - not you!l”

Then the two policemen brondished their boyonets,
puthing them close to her reck ond woving them in frond
of the other Sisters, who by now were beseeching the
Maother of God fo assist them.

The young Sisters began to ery with fright but the
older Sisters told them not to cry but to proy to their
Immaculote Mother as they hod been favght to do.
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It was now late af night and the police were relieved
by fwo others, who showed little respect for the
Sisters.  Sister Cecilia gove the order, “If these men try
to deo anything to you, run os fost o5 you con and
scream loudly™. The Joponese did nat understand her
words in the notive langoage, buf the Sisters feared o
fate worse than death was upon them. The spies, seeing
the lusiful manners of the two policermen, began to
adopt the some leering attitude. The Sisters were furfiv-
ely glancing cround to see which side would be the best
to run.

Then their pravers to Our Lady were gnswered ond
the court aszumed o serious fone once ogain. A grest

ﬂt‘ﬂdﬂ: filled their souls becouse now they wished only
to die.

The police osked Sister Teresia if it were true thot
she hod =poken disparogingly of “Mippon”. Sisfer ogoin
denied the charge.

Police: Sisters “Block Skin™, vou like me cut off all veur
heads or Sister Teresia's only?

Sisters: Please sir, cut off all the Sisters’ heods. We
all prefer if that way.

Police: Aren't vou frightened to die?

Sisters: Mo sir, we are glad 1o die.

The police sent off the limping Sisters, keeping only

Sisfer Teresio. Sister Cecilio begged that Sister Teresio

be relegsed also. After more threats and warmings the

police sant the spies after the deporting Sisters fa Sery

they must return. Those Sisters took the opportunity to

tell the spies just what they thought of them ond their

revolting conduct, and they did not spare their words.

Sister Teresia was then honded over to her Sisters
and all returned to their home in the valley, thanking

Qur Lord and His Immaculate Mother for their deliver-
GNce,

It waos now past midnight and it was long hours since
the Sisters hed eoten, but those war-weary victims were
glad to drop on fo their beds and rest their fired limbs -
at daybreak they must he off to Kobaleo again, other-
wise T he missionaries of Romale would starve. Only thoze
who were in the comp could realise just how great that
hunger was.
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FURTHER ORDEALS

Just o3 they had recovered somewhaot from their
ordeal with the Romale police, the Sisters received an
order- fo present themselves fo the Joponese Officer
in charge of Telo near EBitopoko. Bitopoka was obowt
eight miles distant, but no-one seemed to know any-
thing about Telo.

The GSisters thought thot the police probobly inten-
ded to toke them to a deep walley or to one of their
funnels and kill them. Praying fervently they set out,
accompanied by some faithful cotechists. After a long
frek they arrived in the vicinity of Bifapaka. Mo Jap-
aneze comp was fo be seen so they tried wvarious paths
only to become separaled from one onother. When they
were all together again, they set off, only to land thiz
time in the midst of o lorge ammunition set-up, cannon,
machine guns, and all the other affroctive implements
of war presided over by Joponesze officers and =soldiers
who seemed guite uvpset ot this invasion of Sisters into
their secret domain.

The Sisters were ordered to stond of attention but
they fled, followed by the aobuse of the Jopanese. The
Sisters, now fired ond footsore, continued their search
for Tele, and stumbled ance again upon some Jopaness
sentries guarding their freasures in a secret hiding place.
The Sisters did not wait to enguire obout Telo as they
were  once ggain  confronfed  with military  harshness
which sent them scurrying off.

Once again they come upon on ammuenition dump,
but this time a well-disposed Joponese met them, and
after enguiring ahout their business, put them on the
right track. Soon they were elose to the Joponese head-
guarters., Waiting till all the Sisters were together they
prepared for the ordeal. One cotechist womed them,
“If they offer yvou rice and kokaruk (fowll to eaf, don't
accept it - refuse it at once becouse that is the sign
they are going to kil you™.

They saw a Juopanese sentry looking out for them so
the Sisters presented themselves and were immediately
conducted to o small room or shelter. There they owaoit-
ed the officer who wos seoted ot o table necr o funnel
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When the senfry odvised the officer of the Sizfcr’s amival
he appeared before them carrving o book in his hond.

The frightened Sisters bowed low and gove the Jop-
anese  salubation: “Hoato gosaimas”. The officér took
hiz seat, surveyed the Sisters ond ordered: “Sing 'Ave
Mona for me”.

Glodly the Sisters arranged themselves to sing Mary's
prajses in different parts. With all their hearis they saong
the lovely hymn in Gunonfung, “Ave, ave Marna”. When
they fimshed, the officer claopped hiz honds. The Sisters
began to relox somewhaot os they hod seen this Coptain
Sakoioma at Tokabur,

Then the Caoptain called o Momotanai notive boy
To Geor fo franslote the Sisfers’ onswers for hum iF he
did not vnderstand dearly.

The Sisters were fearlesz now and os some knew
Pidgin English guite well they were spokesmen for all.
Sakaoioma: Are vou children of the Mission?

Sisters: Yes, sir.
Sokdiome: Do you lowe the Fathers and Sisters of the

Missiong
Cisters: Yeas sir, we da,
Sokaioma: Do you alse love the “Kristo™2
sisters: Yes =ir, we do love Him.

Sakaiama; You hove pity on the missionaries of RBomale
and bring them food every day. Why is
thatz

Sisters: We help the missionaories becavze they
fought us everyfthing we know; because
fthey have worked for us and broeght us op.
The missionaries fed us when we were small
and gave us everything we have.

2okoioma then looked thoughtful ond asked Toe Geor
if whot the Sisters said was true. To Geor ossered him
the stotements were all true. Sokoioma loughed and
abandoned his questioning about the missionaries, and
chonged to the wvital subject of war.

Sakaioma: Are you Sisters cross with MNippen {Japon)
bacause we come here fo vour country and
chased owaoy the Australions?

Sisters: Mo, sir
Sakoioma:  MNippon nember teng
Sisters: Mo sirl Mippen number one!
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sakaiama:  VInglis,” Doiske™ and America, do you like
fhem?

Sisters: We like wou all. This is net our war but
yours. We hove nothing to do with it. We
sbey your laws but we are not fighting any-
body.

On that note the interview ended. Sokaoiomo re-
marked fo To Geor that he was surprised at the answers
given by the "Black Sisters™.

Then once again the pagon soldier asked the Sisfers
to sing “Ave Maria”. They song with all their hearts an
Ave Maria different from the first one, and as he seem-
ed pleased they song yet « third, one composed by
M.S.C. missionories.

Sakatama thanked them, and then called Sister Cecilia
te ask if the Sisters would care to cogk rice and eat it,
but she assured him they hod their own food. He then
asked all the Sisters if that were true, Then they bowed
themselves out, glad to be free from the interview.

Soon offer this Sister Bernodette and Sister Meogdo-
lene become wvery ill, so the lopanese allowed them to
be token into Romole Comp. There they died and were
buried beside other victims who did not survive the
starvotion and misery of the internment. A liftle loter
the police asked Sister Cecilia if she and the others
wauld go info the comp foo. She answered, “Why not?"
We are not frigchtened of the camp”™. However, one or
other of the mere kindly disposed lopanese advised
the Sisters to stoy where they were, saying, “In a little
time oll the missignaries in the comp will be killed".

The Sisters replied, “In thot cose we would like to
die with them™,

PEACE ONCE AGAIN

However, Mary Queen of Heaven spcke the glerious
pecce grving: “lf is finished!” Every missionary in Reo-
male comp hod completed o retreof, disturbed some-
what by siren signals ond aeroplanes flying low, The
sisters finished theirs on 15th August, Feast of Our
Lady's Assumption info Heaven, thotf aloricus day in 1945
when peace carme to the Pocific,
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Cn WVith August, the Bishep wos called up to the
palice comp and the chief simply stoted: "The war is
over. You are free now”. When the official news spraad
through Ramale camp there was gregt jubilation. Special
thanksgiving-Solemn Benediction was held.

Though the inmotes of Ramale were supposed to be
free they stoyed on in Ramale s there was still SOmMme
donger from the Japonese, and there was just nowhere
else to go os all mission buildings had been bombed to
the ground.

It was not until 13th Sepfember that the Australian
soldiers reached Bomale comp, then things begon to
improve rapidly - quontities of food os well as gifts of
clothing came to cheer the inmates wha then learned
the story of the war and the daings in the outside world.
since January, 1942 they had received no letters, news-
popers or information of any kind cxcept for o few dis-
torted stories obout Joponese victories,

Many of the very sick missionaries were Flown to
Jucquinat Bay Militery Hospital ond later to Lae for spe-
cial fregtment, Those whe remained aradually became
sfronger and were soon oble, with the assistance of wil-
ling soldiers, te bBegin clearing operations in the wilder
ness that waos once Vunapope. However, it was neces-
sary to refurn to Romesle eoch evening a5 in Yunapope
there was nowhere for them to lay their heads,

The native Sisters were now with the European mis-
sionaries in the camp. The mixed race people whe had
been inferned moved out and the Sisters wera given
their guarters.

On 215t March, 1746, Sister Teresia FM.L, died. She
hod been tortured and threatened with death by the
Joapanese. In spite of her brave exterior bod health seon
brought her to the grove in Romale Camp,

Al last the day came when Romgle wes abandoned
and the exiles refurned to stay in Vunopope. Their
abode was mostly in tents with a few army huts thrown
in for good measure, Al rejoiced fo be back in the loved
station agaimn,

Mo ane wos happier then the Sisters F.M.. During
their exile they hod suffered much but God had susta-
ined them through many dangers of soul and body. The
valiont Sister Cecilia's work was done. She hod guided
the flock confided to her into =afe pastures - other
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hands were there to guard ond guide them; gradually
her health begon to fuil ond she joyfully gove up her
soul to God an the Feost of the Ascension, 1944
Al this time there wera thirty Sisters in the Coengrega-
tion. Mother M. Helang, FDNSC, again became thejr
uperior. It was no passible for the Sisfers to return to
akabur but in March 1947 foyr Sisters went 1o Anelayg
where they assisted the M.S.C Sisters in their work of
Merdy ameng the poor lepers there. The some vear faur
Sisters went o Rakungi and fropm that time the Fpdl
Sisters hoyve confinved to lobowr in these parishes. The
¥ear 1948 sow fhe Sisters return fo Topo, their formar
station, and the tommencement of o new field of labour
af Vunavawar,

A number of ¥eung girls having applied to enter the
Movifiate, Mather Helang and Sister Gerarda F.AL Went
to Takabur preporation for the;r entry which toolk
place on 17th December,

There were four postulants received on thot dary.
From that time there has been o steady flow of canedi
dates. Bach YeUr new postulands enfer, others recejyva
the Religious Habit while athers Pronounce the three
Vows of Poverty, Chasfity and Obedience, Thus the
mustard seed planted by His Lordship Bishop Louis Coup-
D2 hoz grewn infe o vigorous free, bottered by sterm

An histeric gecasion - Sfslers entering the Cofhedral af Yunopope
on st lune, 1962, io pronounce Fingl Wows jn #he Congregatian.
Prior fo this they mode Promises anly,




Pev. Maother M. Crampicn shewn with o group of aspiranfs ot Tokabur in 1955,



ond wind, of fimes threotened with destruction, but

destined fo live on because it is not the work of man
but of Gaod,

215t June 1962 was o very special doy of thanks-
giving for the Doughters of Maory Immoculate. Assem-
bled in the church af Vuncpope o large number of
Sisters pronounced their Final Vows and received the
silver ring symbelising Fidelity. Through these vows the
Daughters of Mary Immaculate were firmly estoblished
as o Dicceson Congregation ottoched to the Vicorigte
of Raboul,

Hiz Groce, Aschbishop J. Hoshne, token with
a group of Sislers whn-__hq;l just foken part in
reception and profession cefemonies of Takobur



The Golden Jubiles of the Congregotion, 27th October, 1962




THE GOLDEN JUBILEE OF THE CONGREGATION
OF DAUGHTERS OF MARY IMMACIJLATE.

The Golden Jubilee or fiftieth onniversory of the
founding of the F.MI. Congregotion by Bishop Louis
Couppé was celebroted on 27th October 1262 The whaole
mission, including Archbishop, Priests, Brothers, Sisters,
Catholic pecple and children, rejoiced with the Sisters
FML on fhis their greal day. They thonked God, the
giver of dll good gifts, for fhis Congregotion of Mative
Sisters which He hod browght through mony triols and
tribulations, swsfogining it throovgh sickness, waor and
perseculion for fiffy yeors. Who shaoll tell the good
done, the souls soved, by the Sisters in all those years?

Si_srzr stucgnts preporing for exominobions  Sisters ore
given opportunity to  complete - their secondary  studies
offer profession if they hovent done so before they enter.
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Jasfer cutting altarbreads. The FAL Sisters boka ond
dispaich alforbreads for fhe whale of Mew Britoin.

Today, Archbishop John Hoehne, M.5.C. carries on
the good work begun by his predecessor and continues
fo lake o potemngl interest in the Congregaofion of his
beloved notive Sisters.

The Congregation iz still under the devoted guidonce
of the Dauvghters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. When
Mother M. Helena become worn out after thirty yeors
of [dithful service she was reploced os Superior by Mo-
ther M. Compion, FDMSC - that wes in 1948, About
sixteen years later, Mother M. 5t Paul became Superior
General with Mother Petronilla, F.MLL, as Superior of the
large  Vunopope community. Mother M. Athaonasivs
FOMSC is Movice Mistress ot Tokabur aided by Sister M.
Ursula F.AML as Soca.

With the exception of two stotions where the FML
Sisters work with the M.S.C. Sisters, they are in charge
of their own communities - gf Kobaleo, Rokungi, Gunon-
be, Vunavavar, Vaolavalo, Silanga, Pilile, Guma ond Mai,
with more stations o be opered in the near futvre,
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Whot's conaking?
Wa'll soon know.
zood cooks are
wary popular on
the skations.

Sister ot the sewing
rmoching. 1t takes a
lof of sewing to
clothe a  hundred
SJisters, but Sister
dpesn’ mind.
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F.M. Sisfers’ comvent af Kabaleo, Sisters doing teachar fraining
gnd those on the stoff of the Primary ‘T School live here.

Many or these stotions are in  isoloted regions
where, under the direction of the Priest in Chorge, the
Sisters labour os troined teachers, nurses, secmsiresses
of cooks. At the Q.L.5.H. Teacher Troining College, Kaobo-
lea, and the M.5.C. Sisters’ nurses froining school of
Vunapope, the Sisters are prepored for Geovernment
Certificates. At present (1968] thirty three F.ML Sishers
hove goined the Gowvernment Tecchers' Certificate, ten
hove possed their Murses’ Exomination, others are still
in froining ond sevenfeen are pursving High School
studies af the OLSH. High School, Vunopope.

The number of professed Sisters in the Congregotion
has now reached more than 100. In the Movifiate there
are twenty two Mowices and postulants.

Many of the first Sisters are still with uvs omong
them two of the Golden Jubilarians. Sister M. Crescenfic
and Sister M. Josephine. The lofter con count ameng her
former pupils Monsionor Hermon Poivu, one of the Vico-
riafes first native priests. {Sister M. Margarita the first
te celebrate her Golden lubilee died in 1968

Bishop Louis Couppé made no mistoke when he crow-
ned his glorious labours for God and souls by nstituting
the native Sisterhood dedicated to Maory Immaculote,
to labour omang their own people en their own sail on
the farthermost corners of the Vicariote, fending them
from the crodle to the grave, just as their holy Founder
wished them to do. -

O his Coot of arms were inscribed the words, | will
give to them one Heart”. This he fulfilled most perfecily
in the Congregation which owes its life fo him.
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Teaching is one of the most importont forms of

the apostoliote
of the F.ML. Sisters. Haorg i oz wilh her closs

Sisters on the ployving fiald with schoolgirls.
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T e
Sislers ore froined @s Gereral ond MOCH, Morses,

What's hoppening over thera® It laoks myslerious!
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The Matkechouse and junisrafe ot Yesopope. Hers junler profassed Sishars
spand three yeors furthering their religicus ond secular studies,
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