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Alter Christus
“As an alter Christus (another Christ) the priest is in Christ, for Christ and with 

Christ... Because he belongs to Christ, the priest is radically at the service of all people:
he is the minister of their salvation” (Pope Benedict XVI)
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The Struggle Against Sin
By Fr Royo Marin, OP

Antonio Royo Marín (1913–2005) was a prominent Spanish Dominican priest, 
theologian, and author known for his prolific writing on spiritual theology, particularly 
his masterpiece, The Theology of Christian Perfection.

He joined the Dominican Order in 1939 and was 
ordained a priest in 1944. Taught Moral and Dogmatic 
Theology at the University of San Estebán in Salamanca. 
Earned his doctorate in theology in 1948 with a thesis 
on Theology of Christian Perfection, which became his 
most famous and widely translated work.
Authored over 20 books on various theological topics, 
including salvation, morality, and the Holy Spirit. His 
work is characterized by a clear and practical approach 
to applying faith to daily life and a strong emphasis on 
the teachings of Scripture, Church Fathers, and mystics. 
He awarded the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice medal by Pope 
John Paul II for his service to the Church. His books have 
been translated into numerous languages and have 
sold thousands of copies. Recognized as a master of the 
spiritual life, a brilliant orator, and a prolific author. 
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