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Alter Christus
“As an alter Christus (another Christ) the priest is in Christ, for Christ and with 

Christ... Because he belongs to Christ, the priest is radically at the service of all people:
he is the minister of their salvation” (Pope Benedict XVI)
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Monthly bulletin dedicated to all the Priests of Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands

Humility, Pride and the 
Perfect Love of God

By Saint John of Avila

Saint John of Avila

He was born in January 1499. After John’s parents died and left him as their sole heir 
to a considerable fortune, he distributed his money to the poor. In 1527, he traveled 
to Seville, hoping to become a missionary in Mexico. The archbishop of that city 
persuaded him to stay and spread the faith in Andalusia. During nine years of work 
there, he developed a reputation as an engaging preacher, a perceptive spiritual 
director, and a wise confessor.
Because John was not afraid to denounce vice in high places, he was investigated by 
the Inquisition but was cleared in 1533.
He was friends with Saints Francis Borgia, Ignatius of Loyola, John of God, John of 
the Cross, Peter of Alcantara, and Teresa of Avila. John’s mystical writings have been 
translated into several languages.
He was beatified in 1894, canonized in 1970, and declared a doctor of the Church on 
October 7, 2012. St. John of Avila’s liturgical feast is celebrated on May 10.
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